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DIRECTIONS: Complete the following items after you have read the text.
____________________________________________________________________________

RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.
1.
(a) Analyze how an author develops a character’s point of view in a story. 
Reread paragraphs 80–97 of “Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed.” What is Harry Bittering’s point of view of, or way of seeing, the news that rockets can no longer visit Mars? Explain why he has this point of view and how it is developed in this section of the text. Consider both the character’s dialogue and inner thoughts. 

(b) Analyze how an author contrasts different characters’ points of view in a story. 
Reread paragraphs 97–121 of “Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed.” Describe the other characters’ reaction to Harry’s plan. What does their reaction reveal about their point of view of, or way of seeing, life on Mars? How is their point of view similar to and different from Harry’s? Consider the changes they see in each other and their reactions to them. 
____________________________________________________________________________

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
2.
(a) Explain what the text says explicitly.
Reread paragraphs 131–140 of “Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed.” Then, explain what these paragraphs reveal about how the Bittering family has changed since moving to Mars. Cite at least two examples of evidence from the text to support your response.
(b) Explain an inference you can draw from the text. 
Based on details in paragraphs 131–140, such as Mr. Bittering’s use of the word Iorrt, what can you infer is happening to the humans on Mars? Support your inference using both details from the text and your background knowledge.
____________________________________________________________________________

RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.
3.
(a) Identify a theme and analyze how it develops over the course of the text.
Identify the theme, or central message, of “Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed.” Use details from the story to explain how the author develops the theme over the course of the story.
(b) Write a summary of the story.
Write an objective summary of “Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed” that includes main ideas but not personal opinions or judgments. Make sure to include the author and title of the text. 
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  Figurative Language: Metaphor and Simile

DIRECTIONS: Complete the following activity as either a written response or a 
group discussion.
____________________________________________________________________________

RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.
4.
In paragraph 3 of “Dark They Were, and Golden Eyed” the author uses the following simile: “The children looked up at him, as people look to the sun to tell what time of their life it is.” Identify the denotation and connotations of this simile. Then, explain how this comparison helps you understand Harry’s role in his family. Look for at least two other examples of figurative language throughout the story, and analyze how each strengthens your understanding of Harry’s character. 
Use these guidelines in your writing or discussion. 
(
Recall that a word’s denotation is its literal definition and that a word’s connotation is its emotional association. First, identify the literal meaning of the simile. Then, think about the emotions associated with that image or idea. 
(
Look for other similes, metaphors, and examples of personification in the text. How does the author’s choice to use figurative language rather than literal language help you understand Harry’s character? For instance, how does the personification of Mars in paragraph 41 reveal Harry’s fears?
(
Think about how Harry changes throughout the story and how the author uses figurative changes to show those changes. For example, what does it mean in paragraph 163 when the narrator says, “A few tremblings shook him, but were carried off in waves of pleasant heat as he lay in the sun“?

TIP FOR WRITTEN RESPONSE
Add transition words and phrases, such as therefore and as a result, to show the connection between details and ideas.

TIP FOR DISCUSSION

How will you capture your ideas? Consider asking a member of your group to take notes.
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