
DELAWARE VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL

"Where Dreams Become Reality"
CAREER DAY AT DVMS: On Wednesday, October 8, 2025, the Delaware Valley Middle School conducted our annual Career Day for 8th grade students. The enthusiastic and informative presenters from various fields providing students with an eclectic range of knowledge this year included a Social Worker, Production Manager, Physical Therapist, Detective, Psychologist, Technology Supervisor, Police Officer, Program Development Manager, Interpreter, Personal Trainer, Bomb Technician, Civil & Structural Engineer, Attorney, Acupuncturist, Corporate Program Manager, Obstetrician, Nurse, Field Engineer, and a Financial Advisor. Our guests were treated to a continental breakfast prepared by our Parent Teacher Association in the library before their speaking engagements. After breakfast, speakers were escorted to their specific classroom by their assigned teacher who monitored the students while the speakers lectured. Our presenters enlightened our 8th graders about their experiences and the requirements necessary to attain jobs in each field of employment. They discussed specifically their interests when they were in middle school, what drew them to their professions, type and amount of education required for each job, positive & negative aspects of their career, what a typical day looks like, related careers & professions, and answered questions from our students. It was a great learning tool for the students that provided direction that is so valuable in molding our students into young adults! The common theme based on feedback from the speakers afterwards was that they themselves were reminded of the enthusiasm they first felt as middle school students beginning to explore their futures. Thank you to all the presenters who took time out of their busy schedules to attend this yearly event!
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DVMS CAREER DAY SPEAKERS
WINNER: The students in Mrs. Santucci’s classes earn tickets all month long in hopes of being picked as the grand prize winner. October’s lucky winner of the class wide prize is Jaxson Dannenfelser! Enjoy that giant pumpkin, Jaxson! 
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Jaxson Dannenfelser
HAPPY HALLOWEEN: On Thursday, October 30, approximately 200 students attended a Halloween Costume Dance. This was another great year for student costumes. The PTA supplied a variety of snacks and treats. The DJ always keeps the students moving, playing fun dance music. Thank you to the parents of the PTA for coordinating the snacks, and Mrs. Bergman, Student Council Advisor.  Additionally, thank you to many middle school teachers and IAs that stayed to chaperone the dance and to participate in the fun!
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DVMS STUDENTS CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN
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DVMS STAFF HAD SOME HALLOWEEN FUN AS WELL
JRSASA: JRSASA would like to thank all students who followed this year’s theme: Life is a Puzzle that can be Solved by Living Drug and Alcohol Free. Students at lunch signed a puzzle piece to pledge to live a healthy life. Students then decorated our middle school hallways with pieces. See if you can find your name!
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LEARNING FROM A PRO: The Fishing Club was given a demonstration on carp fishing by local angler James Leiser. Mr. Leiser demonstrated techniques and gear needed to handle these monster fish that weigh between 25 and 50 pounds on the Delaware. The students were impressed and grateful to Mr. Leiser for sharing his expertise. 
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                                 Joseph Logiudice                                            Ross Zimmerman
NURSE’S CORNER: We are approaching the time of year when flu and other respiratory illnesses will be on the rise. It is important that we take appropriate precautions to help prevent the spread of illness. While the single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, good health habits like covering cough and washing your hands often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses.
Avoid close contact- avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them from getting sick.

Cover your mouth and nose- Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue, or the bend of your elbow when coughing or sneezing.
Wash your hands- Washing your hands with soap and water will help protect you from germs. If soap and water is not available, use hand sanitizer.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth- Germs are often spread by touching an infected surface and then touching your eyes, nose and mouth.

Practice good health habits- be sure to clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces. Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, drink plenty of fluids and eat nutritious foods.

OCTOBER NEW STAFF MEMBER HIGHLIGHT
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Mr. Sprague, Health & PE Teacher

What made you decide to become a teacher? 
The reason I became a teacher is to make a difference in my students’ lives, just like two of my teachers, Eric Lenz and Jerry Capone, did for me. Mr. Capone was my sixth-grade math teacher and also my coach for a short time. He understood my background and gave me experiences I never would have had otherwise. Knowing how much I loved baseball, he took me to the Little League World Series several times, let me help manage the high school varsity team in sixth grade, and even took me to the movies on my birthday. He showed me what it truly means to be selfless and demonstrated a genuine love for teaching by caring deeply not only about his students’ learning but also about who they were as people. 

Mr. Lenz was another huge influence in my life. I first met him through sandlot baseball around fourth grade, and later he became my physical education teacher and baseball coach. Like Mr. Capone, he showed the same selflessness, passion, and love for teaching, giving me countless memories and life lessons that shaped who I am today. Mr. Lenz was exactly who I wanted to become when I grew up and is my biggest influence in becoming a Physical Education teacher. This past year, I was fortunate enough to coach alongside him and help bring back and run the sandlot baseball camp over the summer. Their examples taught me the power of connection, compassion, selflessness, and a true love for teaching, which are qualities I strive to bring into my own classroom and coaching every day. 
What do you love most about teaching? 
My favorite thing about teaching is connecting with my students and watching them grow into who they are becoming. Middle school is an exciting time as students dive into their hobbies, join sports teams, marching band, or clubs, and figure out who they are and who their friends are. I also love teaching lifelong skills that students can carry with them beyond the classroom. It is incredibly rewarding to be part of that journey. What I look forward to most is, years from now, seeing former students and hearing about all of their successes in life. 
What do you enjoy doing in your leisure time? 
In my free time I love watching baseball, basketball, and football, specifically the Red Sox, Heat, and Vikings. I also enjoy watching tv shows like power or a bunch of different anime. I keep up with my friends by either playing PlayStation with them or going out for wing night. One of my favorite side hobbies is buying and selling sneakers to be able to afford the ones I do want for myself.   
Who is your best role model and why? 
Growing up with a single mother, I have had many role models who have significantly shaped my life. I have already mentioned Mr. Lenz and Mr. Capone, who showed me the power of selflessness and a love for teaching. My mom has also been a constant inspiration, doing everything she can for my siblings and me. Additionally, the Eckert and Ortiz families became like a second family, supporting me at baseball games, providing meals, and teaching countless life lessons. Their guidance and care influenced my decision to become a teacher and helped me grow into the person I am today. 
 
OCTOBER TEACHER OF THE MONTH
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Mrs. Ortiz, ELA Teacher
OCTOBER CO-CURRICULAR STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
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Mackenzie Roselli, Jordon Delahoz
OCTOBER STUDENT OF THE MONTH NOMINEES
Aria Gonzalez

Maeve Kaiser


Matthew Wagner

Scarlett Flood

Patrick Tamplin

Skye Talmadge

Melanie Weeks

Anya Nielson
Sofia Bocaletti

Victoria Benyovaski

Mehan Been


Stanley Hyziak
Richard Mal


Lexi DeGraw


Brielle Ortiz


Rocco Kinlen

Joseph Barcia

Jodie Harrison

Cordelia MacPeek

Bora Kurtolli

Mirabella Paradiso

Logan Tully


Ryan Haggerty


OCTOBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
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Mikayla Hickey, Ayla Martine, Keegan Vandermark, Vruta Patel, Danika Graziano
NOVEMBER HAPPENINGS
On Tuesday, November 25 and Wednesday, November 26 school will be dismissed at the times listed below.  Teacher conferences are scheduled for Tuesday afternoon and early evening.  Wednesday afternoon school dismissal for Fall Recess will be at 11:15. School breakfast and lunches will NOT be served on Tuesday or Wednesday.
November 5

Quarter 1 report cards go home
November 10
Veterans Day assembly 9:15 - 10:15, DVHS Auditorium
November 13

National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony, 6:00 DVHS Auditorium

November 21-23
DVMS Drama Production, Shrek Jr., Friday & Saturday 7:00PM, 
Sunday 2:00PM



All performances are in the Delaware Valley High School Auditorium

November 25

½ Day for students, dismissal 11:15AM, activity late bus departs 1:00PM



Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:30 – 3:30 (ZOOM), 4:30 – 7:30PM In-Person



Zoom Links will be provided by teachers on Schoology 
November 26

Grandparents Day 8:45 – 10:30, Grade 7 & 8 only, DVMS Cafeteria
November 26

½ day for students, dismissal 11:15AM, Activity/Late bus departs 2:00PM 

November 27--
School Closed, Thanksgiving Recess, Happy Thanksgiving
December 1
We have begun making our way past the first few weeks of quarter two.  Please take a moment to reflect on the completion of the first marking period and how you did as a student.  Please celebrate what worked well and continue making the necessary adjustments to improve. If you have any concerns or questions, please reach out to your child’s teachers for academic assistance or his/her guidance counselors and our social worker if in need of any academic or mental health assistance.  

November is a tremendous month with highlights including our Veterans Day and Grandparents Day celebrations.  Additionally, we will be recognizing our National Junior Honor Society members.  Do not forget, the drama students will be kicking off a weekend of performances beginning on Friday evening, November 21, the weekend before Thanksgiving break. This year’s play is Shrek Jr.
The Thanksgiving holiday presents an opportunity to enjoy and to appreciate your time with family and friends.  It is also a great time to relax and recharge as we head into a magical holiday season! Thanks for all that is being done to make Delaware Valley Middle School a remarkable place to learn and fun place to be!  Have a wonderful and safe month!
Sincerely,
Pete Ioppolo, Ed. D.
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