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Primary Resource Guide for Omaha History  
A list of free, online resources available for teachers and students to use to uncover and share the history of Omaha’s people, places, businesses, and events.  Edited for use for Trans-Mississippi International Exposition in 1898. 

Worksheets to use in the classroom to review primary resources. 
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets

MULTI-USE SOURCES – OFFERING PHOTOGRAPHS, NEWSPAPERS AND OTHER MATERIALS. 

Omaha Public Library 
https://omahalibrary.org/resource-center/
The Omaha Public Library’s Resource Center provides a central online space for numerous resources for historical research. To access you must have an Omaha Public Library card, which is free for Douglas County residents. 

· The Omaha World-Herald Newspaper Archives 1878 to Present (Resource Center Home > Omaha World Herald Digital Archive-Current and Historical)
· Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps (Resource Center Home > Genealogy > Fire Insurance Maps Online) – Shows the homes and buildings on a block. Great tool to help date buildings and show an areas growth. Available for all of Nebraska and Iowa. 
· Newspapers.com (Resource Center Home > Genealogy > Newspaper.com
Access to newspapers from across the country. Must have library card bar code number to access. 
https://omahalibrary.org/resources/genealogy/
· Historical Images and Artifacts from the Omaha Public Libraries Collection 
19th Century Omaha –
https://omahalibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16747coll6/search
https://omahalibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16747coll5
Trans-Mississippi Exposition –
https://omahalibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16747coll1
Indian Congress - https://omahalibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16747coll2
Greater America Exposition -
https://omahalibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16747coll10
· Special Collections – An extensive Trans-Mississippi Exposition collection. Must see in person. 

OTHER TRANS-MISSISSIPPI PHOTOGRAPH SITES 

Digitized Scans from Omaha Public Library and UNL Collections
Hundreds of Images 
https://trans-mississippi.unl.edu

Smithsonian – National Museum of the American Indian – Indian Congress Images 
https://americanindian.si.edu/collections-search/search/archives?edan_q=Trans-Mississippi&page=1

Fresno State 
Fresno State has an extensive World’s Fair collection including the Trans-Mississippi Exposition.
Search “Omaha” Has photos you don’t normally see from the Exposition. Has U.S. Senator Kern photo and William Jennings Bryan photo. 
http://digitized.library.fresnostate.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/worldsfair

Durham Photo Archives:
The Durham Museum’s Photo Archive contains more than 1 million images spanning from the 1860s to the 1990s. Teachers can receive digitized copies of photographs for educational purposes at NO COST! 
https://durhammuseum.org/exhibits-collections/photo-archive/

Douglas County Historical Society Collections
The collection ranges from genealogical and family papers to business and organizational records to items such as clothing, decorative arts, photographs, postcards, sheet music and menus. Also included is a wealth of published material, including books, pamphlets, and bound newspapers and newspaper clipping files. Keeper of Douglas Counties birth, death, marriage and naturalization records.   
http://www.douglascohistory.org/collection/
 
History Nebraska (Nebraska State Historical Society)
A search under “Omaha” results in more than 10,000 digitized images. Advanced search button can refine your search. 
https://historynebraska.catalogaccess.com/

National Archives Catalog
A search of Omaha shows more than 35,000 images. On the left side of the results page you can then search by material i.e. architectural drawings, photographs, videos.  
https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog
Also at the National Archives you can ask general questions online and archivists can point you in the direction to get your answer. https://historyhub.history.gov/




OTHER OMAHA AND NEBRASKA NEWSPAPER RESOURCES

By accessing Newspapers.com (Resource Center Home > Genealogy > Newspaper.com) through the Omaha Public Library site you have access to newspapers from across the country. To focus locally, below is a list of Omaha newspapers in circulation in 1898: 

Omaha World-Herald
Omaha Daily Bee
The Excelsior 
Omaha Labor Bulletin
South Omaha Wasp
South Omaha Daily Stockman 
Women’s Weekly 
Afro-American Sentinel
Omaha Christian Advocate
Omaha-Posten
The American 
The Western Laborer 


ARTICLES 
Nebraska History Triumph of the West: The Trans-Mississippi Exposition
Full Citation: Kenneth G Alfers, “Triumph of the West: The Trans-Mississippi Exposition,” Nebraska History 53 (1972): 312-329
URL of article: http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/history/fulltext/NH53Trans_Miss.pdf

VIDEOS 
Nebraska Public Media – Video 1 hour
https://nebraskapublicmedia.org/en/series-media/non-series-video/westward-the-empire-omahas-worlds-fair-of-1898-41084464/

Omaha History Moment – 2 minutes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPOEZadMJ5Y

Nebraska Public Media 
The World Comes to Omaha - a Nebraska Story – 5 minutes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1iz2Ale0gTg

American History TV
1898 Trans Mississippi and International Exposition
Carrie Meyer talked about the Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition, which showcased the developed West from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Coast. Business and community leaders from 24 states and territories west of the Mississippi River envisioned the exposition as a way to revitalize the regional economy and to show that the West had recovered from the financial panic of 1893. Great to show before going to The Durham Museum – 8 minute video 
https://www.c-span.org/program/american-history-tv/1898-trans-mississippi-and-international-exposition/403487

BOOKS 
Books – Links to Digitized Version if Available. Will also have printed versions available.  
History of the Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition of 1898, by James B. Haynes in 1910 reprinted in 1998. Centennial Edition 
https://trans-mississippi.unl.edu/texts/view/transmiss.book.haynes.1910.html

A History of Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition compiled by John A Wakefield, general secretary of the Trans-Mississippi Exposition Board of Directors in 1903. 
https://trans-mississippi.unl.edu/texts/view/transmiss.book.wakefield.1903.html

Official Guidebook to the Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition, Omaha, USA 
https://trans-mississippi.unl.edu/texts/view/transmiss.book.guide.1898.html

Photogravures of The Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition published by Frank A. Rinehart Official Photographer 

The Indians of Today  by George Bird Grinnell 1849 to 1938 author Published in 1900. Features images taken by Frank A. Rinehart of the Native Americans involved with the Indian Congress 
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