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[bookmark: _Toc208923223]Introduction
Supported by the Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers program, FOCUS 21 was designed to provide academic support and enrichment opportunities to students in grades 3-8 at two Paterson Public Schools (PPS). PPS partnered with Metis Associates to serve as the local evaluator for the program, collecting and analyzing data to assess progress towards grant performance targets. 
This document serves as an addendum to the Year 3 FOCUS 21 annual report, which presented findings about FOCUS 21 participation at School 2 and School 16 for the 2024-2025 school year. The annual report included stakeholder survey data, observations, interviews, and program documentation. This addendum presents student outcome data, which was not available during the annual report’s preparation. Specifically, the analysis in this addendum compares outcomes between regular FOCUS 21 participants and non-participating peers across three key metrics: attendance, behavioral outcomes, and academic performance on the New Jersey Student Learning Assessments (NJSLA) in English Language Arts and Mathematics.
[bookmark: _Toc180417330][bookmark: _Toc180417356][bookmark: _Toc180418905]Student Outcomes
The student outcomes data presented here provide information about trends in attendance, behavior, and standardized testing scores during the second grant year. The table below summarizes the performance targets and their status, with additional information on each outcome area described in further detail below. 
	Performance Target
	Status

	[bookmark: _Hlk125534131]At least 65% of regularly participating students will demonstrate increased attendance compared to the previous school year.
	Partially met

	[bookmark: _Hlk125534150]By June 2024, at least 40% of participating students will demonstrate increased positive behavior.
	Partially met

	[bookmark: _Hlk125534169]By August 2024, at least 30% of regularly participating students will demonstrate increased academic achievement in ELA or math.
	Met


Student Attendance Outcomes 
An analysis of student absences reveals trends for participating students at Schools 2 and 16 during 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 school year, as shown in Figure 1. At School 2, 485 students attended in 2024-2025. Out of 70 regular FOCUS 21 participants (who attended the program 30 days or more), 27 (39%) saw improved or the same attendance from 2023-2024. This is higher than the attendance improvement rate among non-participants, which included 95 out of 294 students (32%). 
At School 16, 582 students attended in 2024-2025. Twenty-five of the 70 FOCUS 21 participants (35%) experienced improved or the same attendance from 2023-2024. This rate is lower than that found among non-participants, for whom 38% (195 out of 511) improved their attendance from 2023-2024.
Figure 1. Percentage of Students with Improved Attendance from SY24-SY25

In the spring of Year 1 (2022-2023), Metis began producing monthly attendance reports for PPS that analyze year-to-date attendance trends for participating students. The year-to-date attendance reports for 2024-2025 show that participating School 16 students were absent from school, on average, one day fewer than non-participating grades 3-8 students (Figure 2). At School 2, participating students were absent two days fewer than non-participants. 
Figure 2. Average Days Absent from School 

At School 16, the same percentage of grades 3-8 non-FOCUS 21 participants (10%) were chronically absent from school as FOCUS 21 participants (10%) (Figure 3). At School 2, a greater percentage of non-FOCUS 21 participants (32%) were chronically absent from school than FOCUS 21 participants (19%).

Figure 3. Percentage of Chronically Absent FOCUS 21 Participants and
Non-Participants

Student Behavior Outcomes 
To assess positive behavior, schoolwide and participant data on out-of-school suspensions (OSS) were collected and analyzed for Schools 2 and 16 for the 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 school years. At School 2, three of the 30 students with at least one OSS in 2023-2024 school year (10%) were participants. In the 2024-2025 school year, one of the 10 students with OSS (10%) was a participant. There were no students with ISS at School 2. At School 16, two out of five students with at least one OSS in the 2023-2024 school year (40%) were participants. In the 2024-2025 school year, one student had OSS and was not a participant. As shown below, the number of students with OSS decreased at School 2 and School 16 since the last school year (Figure 4).  
[bookmark: _Toc180417333][bookmark: _Toc180417522]Figure 4. Number of Students with OSS at School 2 and School 16, SY24–SY25


Student NJSLA Outcomes
An analysis of students’ NJSLA scores at School 2 shows that a majority of students for whom data were available from 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 improved their scores in ELA and math. Among students for whom two years of data were available, FOCUS 21 participants at School 2 showed improvements in their NJSLA math and ELA scores compared with non-participants. The majority of participants (75%) improved or maintained their ELA scores from spring 2024 to spring 2025, while 74% of non-participants showed improvement. In math, 63% of participants improved or maintained their score from spring 2024 to spring 2025, compared to 60% of non-participants (Figure 5). Further, participants had slightly higher average scores in math and slightly lower average scores in ELA (Figure 6).
[bookmark: _Toc180417334][bookmark: _Toc180417523]Figure 5. Percentage of School 2 Students with Improved NJSLA Scores by 
[bookmark: _Toc180417335][bookmark: _Toc180417524]Participant Status, SY24-SY25



[bookmark: _Toc180417336][bookmark: _Toc180417525]Figure 6. Average School 2 NJSLA Scores by Participant Status









At School 16, non-participants were less likely than FOCUS 21 participants to show improved ELA scores. Over three-quarters of non-participants (78%) improved their NJSLA ELA scores from spring 2024 to spring 2025, compared with 67% of participants. For math, FOCUS 21 participants showed improved scores over non-participants. Seventy-four percent of FOCUS 21 participants improved their scores from spring 2024 to spring 2025 compared with 66% of non-participants (Figure 7). Furthermore, non-participant NJSLA scores in both math and ELA were slightly higher than participants’ scores (Figure 8).  
[bookmark: _Toc180417337][bookmark: _Toc180417526]Figure 7. Percentage of School 16 Students with Improved NJSLA Scores, SY24-SY25

[bookmark: _Toc180417338][bookmark: _Toc180417527]Figure 8. Average School 16 NJSLA Scores by Participant Status
 
 
Participants	
School 2	School 16	0.39	0.35	Non-participants	
School 2	School 16	0.32	0.38	


Participants	
School 2	School 16	12.342857142857143	7.3357142857142854	Non-participants	
School 2	School 16	14.687074829931973	8.68359375	


Participants	
School 2	School 16	0.19	0.1	Non-participants	
School 2	School 16	0.32	0.1	


School 2	
SY24	SY25	3	1	School 16	
SY24	SY25	2	0	


Math


Participant (N=24)	Non-Participant (N=81)	0.63	0.6	

ELA


Participant (N=44)	Non-Participant (N=121)	0.75	0.74	

ELA Score


Participant (N=63)	Non-Participant (N=174)	729.82539682539687	739.40804597701151	

Math Score


Participant (N=65)	Non-Participant (N=172)	659.04615384615386	600.68023255813955	

Math


Participant (N=27)	Non-participant (N=232)	0.7407407407407407	0.65517241379310343	

ELA


Participant (N=27)	Non-participant (N=215)	0.66666666666666663	0.78139534883720929	

ELA Score


Participant (N=67)	Non-participant (N=411)	717.22388059701495	720.88807785888082	

Math Score


Participant (N=70)	Non-participant (N=439)	720.85714285714289	723.23006833712986	
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