Sellwood Principal’s Newsletter – October 4, 2019
Greetings Sellwood Community,
As we move into the fall season, we would like to reinforce good habits that promote learning, such as excellent attendance.
School attendance is very important. Did you know that students with good attendance are 4 times more likely to graduate high school than those who are chronically absent?
Here at Sellwood Middle School, last year, 78% of our students had good or acceptable attendance but 22% of our students were chronically absent. Chronically absent means missing more than 2 days per month. 
This year, please help us provide the best possible education to your child by sending your child to school every day, on time. If you have any questions or concerns about your child's attendance, please let us know. We are here to support your family.
What you can do to support your child's attendance:
1. Set a regular bedtime and morning routine.
1. Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before
1. Don’t let your child stay home unless she is truly sick. 
1. If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers, school counselors, or other parents for advice on how to make her feel comfortable and excited about learning.
1. Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something comes up. Call on a family member, a neighbor, or another parent.
1. Avoid medical appointments and extended trips when school is in session. 
1. Contact school staff or community partners to find resources around transportation, housing, employment, or health care.
I look forward to see your student engaging and learning at school every day.
Have a lovely weekend,
Jeandré Carbone
Sellwood MS Principal
 
Coming up Next Week
October 11: School Closed
Important Dates to Remember
October 16: Site Council 4:00-5:00 PM
October 16: Foundation 6:30-7:00 PM
October 16: PTA Meeting 7:00-8:00 PM
October 17: Grandparent/Special Friend Day
October 23: Jesse LeBeau Assembly
October 31: End of 1st Quarter
November 1: No School for Students
November 8: 1st Quarter Awards Assembly
November 11: School Closed
November 20: Cleveland Band Assembly
November 20: Site Council 4:00-5:00 PM
November 20: Foundation 6:30-7:00 PM
November 20: PTA Meeting 7:00-8:00 PM
November 25 & 26: Conferences, Day and Evening (no school for students)
November 27, 28, & 29: School Closed
December 4: Band Winter Concert
December 11: Marimba & Band Assembly
December 11: Marimba Winter Concert
December 23 to January 3: Winter Break
 
Foundation News
Thank you to all the families who have become monthly donors or made donations during the month of September. We have a winner and will be letting them know. Thank you to Simon Fulford and Clare Wilkinson who donated the beach house. 
It is never too late to donate and support the Sellwood Foundation https://fundforpps.org
 
PTA News
Next meeting Wednesday, October 16th, 7pm in the library.
 
Grandparents/Special Friend Day
Autumn is here! That means Grandparent/Special Friend Day at Sellwood Middle School is just around the corner. Please ask grandparents or a special friend to save the date of Thursday, October 17th at 10am. More information to follow soon.
We are in need of three volunteers to help set up and serve at this fun event. If you are Interested, please contact Dawn Johnston atdawnj@apslp.com or 503.730.6329
 
APPLE AND PEAR FUNDRAISER
Have you heard? The Fall PTA Apple & Pear Sale has a THE MOST DELICIOUS apples available this year! If you want to sample all the varieties, then order the Premium Mixed apples! Or order your favorite fruits or try out something new! You won’t be disappointed. 
Did you know ordering is easy? Do it online in minutes here: 
https://www.schoolpay.com/link/sellwoodfruit
Or use the print order form available in the office.
You have until Oct 9th 4pm to order!
Pick up your fruit orders Wed 10/16 -  Fri 10/18 after school in the staff lounge.
WE HAVE EXTENDED PICK UP TIME ON FRIDAY TO 6:30 PM BASED ON PARENT FEEDBACK!
Questions? Email Kate  katemhouston@gmail.com 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084DA4AD2DA7FA7-volunteer
 
SPIRIT WEAR
Thank you for ordering your Sellwood Panthers Spirit wear! The store is now closed and shipments will be arriving soon. If you missed it, not to worry! There will be more opportunities to buy Sellwood spirit wear at a future time.
 
CHECK OUT THE THREE NEW CLASSES ADDED TO PEAK
NEW CLASS: Choir
This is a free, student led choir class provided by the Cleveland Choir Department, and the Cleveland Youth Choir (CYC) team. With the support of Allison Bassett, the Cleveland Choir director, Cleveland Choir students will lead a class filled with fun singing activities, practicing musicality skills, and learning about other cultures and stories through song! It is not only an educational opportunity, but a performance opportunity. Students who participate will have an opportunity to perform with the Cleveland Choir at one of our events.
Classes will be held Mondays and Thursdays from 4:00 to 5:00 pm. Room TBD.
Class start date: TBD. We are still finalizing all the details, but please feel free to begin registering and we will keep you posted for start date!
Cost: Free!! 
 
NEW CLASS:  Beginning French Class with Alliance Francaise
Beginning French! C’est le moment! It’s time ! Join your fellow Panther classmates after school to learn French. It’s fun to learn a new language and understand the culture of French speaking countries around the world. What’s more, you will be super ready for French in high school at Cleveland Your instructor, Madame Nirvana Fairbanks, is looking forward to taking the first steps with you this fall. Nirvana holds a Master degree in French from Portland State University. She has been teaching students of all ages since 2009.

Classes will be held: Monday, Wednesday & Friday's from 4:00-5:00 pm in room 129. 
Classes start: October 28th and will run through December 13th. This is 6 week session. Must have a minimum of 5 students registered for class to be held-will end registration Oct 21st and notify if class is canceled. Maximum enrollment 20 students. 
Cost: $266.40-includes materials.  Fee will be collected by Alliance Francaise. Do not pay through SchoolPay.
 
NEW CLASS: Geography Club
Are you curious about the world we live in?  Want to climb the highest mountain (Mt Everest at 29,029 ft above sea level) or dive to the deepest part of the ocean (Challenger Deep in the Marianas trench, 36,079 ft below sea level)?  
 
The Sellwood Middle School Geography Club will meet Mondays through the Fall, 4 – 5 pm.  AND all students will be registered to compete in the annual National Geographic GeoBee! The school championship will take place in Jan 2020, with the winner qualifying for regionals and potentially the Oregon State Geography Bee in March 2020.   The Oregon champion will then participate in the National Geography Bee held each May at the National Geographic headquarters in Washington, D.C.
Club meetings will focus on US and world geography.  We will learn together and try to stump one another with our amazing knowledge in mini-competitions, following the GeoBee outlines.
Mondays, 4pm to 5 pm in room 225, first class 9/30/19
Class size is limited to 20.
Fees: $10, paid to Caroleigh Elliot in class. Fee covers registration with National Geographic for use of program and competition.
 
REGISTER FOR PEAK CLASSES AT Sellwood PTA

Volunteers during Lunch/Recess
Thank you to all of the parents that have been helping out with lunch and recess.  We are so happy you are taking part in the fun, and we appreciate your presence so much!
We are always in need of additional parents to volunteer during lunch/recess, from 12:05 to 12:50 PM.  Mondays and Fridays are particularly high needs.  Come experience a slice of middle school and better understand your child’s life here at school! 
Sign up for any dates you are available on our volunteer calendar: https://signup.com/go/RkzGZUt 
 
Ski Team Open to 8th-graders
WANT TO SKI RACE WITH THE EASTSIDE HIGH SCHOOLS SKI TEAM?
“Are you a skier?” If so, the Eastside High Schools Portland Alpine Ski Race Team is a great opportunity to improve your skiing, spend time with friends, get ski racing experience. High school students from Cleveland, Grant, Franklin, Madison, Benson, and other high schools or private schools on the east side of Portland are eligible to ski on the club team. The team is a ski racing open to skiers (intermediate and above) and has a strong tradition of supporting every member regardless of competitive placement.  8th Graders are welcome too!
Contacts and More Information:  If you would like to learn more  about the team, please attend one of our informational/registration meetings, or contact Coach Randy Hewitt at grantskiraceteam@gmail.com or Parent Director Sharon Johnson at sharon@peniron.com (503) 778-0701.
2019-2020 Eastside High Schools Ski Race Team Informational Meetings:
1. Grant HS, Wednesday, October 9, 7:30-8:30 pm, Grant HS Library Media Center
1. Benson HS, Thursday, October 10, 7:30-8:30 pm, Benson HS Room TBD
1. Cleveland HS, Monday, October 14, 7:30-8:30 pm, Cleveland HS Library
1. Paperwork Turn In Meeting - Cleveland HS, Thursday, October 24, 7:30-8:30 pm, Cleveland Room 215. Completed paperwork can be dropped off at this meeting.
All meetings are open to new and returning racers. 
Come to any one of the informational meetings that fits with your schedule – regardless of school affiliation!
You can also check out the team's website and follow us on Instagram @eastsidepdxskiteam.
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