Sellwood Principal’s Newsletter – December 13, 2019
Greetings Sellwood Community,
This week the Marimba Winter Concert drew a large audience to Sellwood Gymnasium.  We also enjoyed a music assembly featuring our marimba, jazz, and advanced bands.  The students were so enthusiastic, practiced, and professional.  It was wonderful to see.
I would also like to give a shout out to all of our dedicated teachers, who are working hard to keep academics and learning at the forefront as we head into the last week before winter break.  
Enjoy the weekend,
Jeandré Carbone
Sellwood MS Principal
Coming up Next Week
December 18: Site Council 4:00-5:00 PM
December 18: Foundation 6:30-7:00 PM
December 18: PTA Meeting 7:00-8:00 PM
Important Dates to Remember
December 23 to January 3: Winter Break
January 15: Site Council 4:00-5:00 PM
January 15: Foundation 6:30-7:00 PM
January 15: PTA Meeting 7:00-8:00 PM
January 17, 9:15 AM: Coffee with the Principal
February 1: Sellwood MS Foundation BINGO!
May 3: Sellwood 5K
 
PTA News
Next meeting Wednesday, January 15, 7pm in the library. There is no December meeting.
Thank you for all of the donations to the Holiday Giving Project! Look for the final amount collected in next week's newsletter.
PEAK Winter Session
The PEAK Winter session will begin 1/13/20!  Classes being offered during this session are:  Beginning French, Choir, Speech and Debate, and Red Cross Babysitting.  Registration will start Monday 12/16/19.  You can register through the PEAK website for classes https://sites.google.com/view/sellwoodpta/peak?authuser=0
Please note that payment methods have changed for most classes, so follow the provider directions for payment listed in the class description.  Also, we now need an adult at each class session ofour Speech and Debate and Choir classes in order for them to take place. You do not need to assist the classes, just have an updated background check. Please consider signing up to supervise a class session-more information listed in the class descriptions. 
 
Save the Date: Screenagers: The Next Chapter is coming to Cleveland High School!
DATE: Jan. 22, 7pm, a co/sponsored event by CHS Wellness Team, CHS PTA, Sellwood Middle School PTA 
LOCATION: CHS Auditorium , 3400 SE 26th Ave COST: Free to the community.
"From the director of SCREENAGERS: Growing Up in the Digital Age comes Screenagers NEXT CHAPTER: Uncovering Skills for Stress Resilience and is about helping young people thrive in our screen and stress-filled world." (screenagers.com)
 
Library during Lunch/Recess
The library is available again during lunch/recess for students wishing for a quiet place to work, read, and talk quietly with friends.  It will be closed on Wednesdays, but open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursday and Friday.  Students wishing to use the library must have a pass and agree to follow library expectations.  Students wishing to run, shout, and play should go to recess outside or in the gym.
Students must get a pass for the day before school from the librarian in the cafeteria or from Ms. Carbone in front of the school, or during passing time from the school secretary, Ms. Whiteside.
Library expectations during lunch recess:
Sign in with your pass number at the beginning of recess.
Sit in a chair, not on a table. No running or walking around.
Speak quietly.
No cell phone use.
Do not leave the library before the bell.
Students who do not follow library expectations will not be issued a pass, and will no longer be permitted in the library during lunch/recess.
Students who use the library regularly during lunch/recess and follow expectations consistently will be issued a semi-permanent pass with their name on it and will no longer need to get a daily pass.   The semi/permanent library pass may be revoked at any time if library expectations are not followed.  Students should request a semi-permanent pass after five successful library lunch/recess visits.
New Skateboard Policy
Sellwood MS allowed skateboarding immediately before or after school in designated areas, as long as students wore the required helmets.  Unfortunately, many students have not complied with the helmet requirement, despite staff reminders and board confiscations.  Because of lack of compliance with the helmet requirement, we are changing to the no skateboarding policy below. 
The use of skateboards, roller skates and in-line skates are prohibited on school property between 8:15 and 4:15 PM, Monday through Friday.  They should be left in the skateboard storage room or lockers during the school day.
Sellwood Middle School Foundation 
The purpose of SMS foundation is to raise funds to put more adults in the school to support teachers and students. https://fundforpps.org/donate
Dough for Dollars: Thank you to all who participated in Pizzicato night this past Tuesday!
Blue Bags: Make sure to get your Blue Bags for your Holiday season. You can now go to Westmoreland Ace Hardware to get your empty blue BottleDrop bags. You can also continue to get the bags at The Portland Bottle Shop, Wallace Books and of course the school office.
Business sponsorship: Is your company interested in becoming a 2020 business sponsor for Sellwood Middle School Foundation? Find out more https://forms.gle/pH7cygWzXus47BdP7 
BINGO: Save the date, and adult night out on February 1st that benefits our students!
New website: Check out our new website for all your latest Foundation News https://sites.google.com/view/sellwoodmiddleschoolfoundation/home 
 
2019-20 Trail Blazers Fundraising Nights!!!
Sellwood is participating in the Trail Blazer School Fundraising Nights.  For every ticket purchased through our link, a portion of the ticket price will go back to our school.  20 lucky kids from the school that sells the most tickets to each game will have the exciting opportunity to high five the Trail Blazers as they enter the court!*
Imagine 20 Sellwood students lined up to high-five Damien Lillard, CJ McCollum, and the rest of the fabulous Trailblazer team at the start of the game!
Game dates available
12/20 vs. Orlando Magic
01/26 vs. Indiana Pacers
Visit: groups.trailblazers.com/abschoolfundraising20​​​​​​​
Order up to two days before game day, while tickets are available.   Must be age 6-14 to participate in hi-fiving Blazers.
 
Volunteers during Lunch/Recess
Thank you to all of the parents that have been helping out with lunch and recess.  We are so happy you are taking part in the fun, and we appreciate your presence so much!
We are always in need of additional parents to volunteer during lunch/recess, from 12:05 to 12:50 PM.  Mondays and Fridays are particularly high needs.  Come experience a slice of middle school and better understand your child’s life here at school! 
Sign up for any dates you are available on our volunteer calendar: https://signup.com/go/RkzGZUt 
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