Sellwood Principal’s Newsletter – November 8, 2019
Greetings Sellwood Community,
Thank you for the responses regarding your preferred time and day of week for the first Coffee with the Principal.  Based on your responses, it looks like Fridays at 9:15 work the best for most respondents.  We have scheduled the first Coffee with the Principal for Friday, November 15th, at 9:15 AM.  The event will happen in the staff lounge on the first floor.  Check in at the office, and the secretaries or office aids can direct you.
If you have any particular questions or concerns you would like me to address, I ask that you email me in advance, so that I can make sure I have any relevant information on hand.  I look forward to seeing you there!
In gratitude,
Jeandré Carbone
Sellwood MS Principal
 
Coming up Next Week
November 11: School Closed - Veterans Day
November 15, 9:15 AM: Coffee with the Principal
Important Dates to Remember
November 20: Cleveland Band Assembly
November 20: Site Council 4:00-5:00 PM
November 20: Foundation 6:30-7:00 PM
November 20: PTA Meeting 7:00-8:00 PM
November 25 & 26: Conferences, Day and Evening (no school for students)
November 27, 28, & 29: School Closed
December 4: Band Winter Concert
December 11: Marimba & Band Assembly
December 11: Marimba Winter Concert
December 23 to January 3: Winter Break
February 1: Sellwood MS PTA BINGO!
 
Oregon Battle of the Books (OBOB) 2019-2020
Calling All Readers! 
Do you
1. want to read some new books?
1. like being part of a team?
1. enjoy gameshow-style competition?
OBOB may be right for you!

Here's how to get involved: 
1. Create a Team 
1. •Pick up a Battle of the Books form in the library
1. •Return it by Friday, November 15
1. •Start reading!
Contact Ms. Laura in the library if you have questions.  Use the links below for general information about OBOB as well as the book titles for the 2019-20 Competition.
https://www.oregonbattleofthebooks.org/

https://www.oregonbattleofthebooks.org/2019-2020-obob-book-titles/
2019-20 Trail Blazers Fundraising Nights!!!
Sellwood is participating in the Trail Blazer School Fundraising Nights.  For every ticket purchased through our link, a portion of the ticket price will go back to our school.  20 lucky kids from the school that sells the most tickets to each game will have the exciting opportunity to high five the Trail Blazers as they enter the court!*
Imagine 20 Sellwood students lined up to high-five Damien Lillard, CJ McCollum, and the rest of the fabulous Trailblazer team at the start of the game!
Game dates available
12/20 vs. Orlando Magic
01/26 vs. Indiana Pacers
Visit: groups.trailblazers.com/abschoolfundraising20
Order tickets up to two days before game day, while tickets are available.   Must be age 6-14 to high-five the Blazers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Parent Teacher Conferences
Parent/teacher conferences will take place on November 25th and 26th.
Times:
8:30-11:40 AM - Conferences
11:40 to 12:40 – Teacher Lunch
12:40 to 4:00 PM - Conferences
4:00 to 5:00 PM – Teacher Dinner
5:00 to 8:30 PM – Conferences
Conferences will take place in individual teacher’s classrooms.  Teachers have already sent home information about the sign up process.  If you have not yet signed up, you would use SignUpGenius.com to sign up for 10 or 15-minute conferences. You will first need to create an account, and then search for each teacher by their PPS email address.  Once you find the teachers “sign up”, you will need to check the yellow box next to the time.
Finally, our art teacher, Ms. Bauer, and our PE teacher, Mr. O’Neill, conduct “drop-in” conferences.  They do not use SignUpGenius, and families can drop in on art or PE without an appointment.  
 
PTA News
The next PTA meeting is Wednesday, November 20th, at 7pm in the library. Guest speaker: Sellwood Middle School counselor, Kate Francis.
Thank you to those who were able to make it to our first Sellwood Dines Out at Dick’s Primal Burger! 
 
Teacher Conference Dinners - Thanking our Sellwood teachers
To thank our teachers for their hard work, the PTA is organizing dinner/dessert on November 25 and November 26 during parent/teacher conferences. Senestraro Family Orthodontics has generously donated dinner Tuesday night (Thank you, Dr. Seth!) We need your help with salad dinner Monday and desserts on Tuesday, plus set-up and clean-up.
Use this link to sign-up to bring items or volunteer. Too busy to get to school, but want to help? Email Eryn Kehe at deemingkehe@gmail.com.
 
Sellwood Book Fair
The Sellwood Book Fair is November 15 to 26 and we need volunteers to help our library staff run the sale! We especially need volunteers during conferences.
Shifts are short and flexible. Go to the book fair webpage to sign up.  https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/homepage.do?method=homepage&url=sellwoodmiddleschool
If you want to volunteer but don’t see a time slot that works, email Jocelyn Folawn, jdfolawn@comcast.net, and we can add a time to the schedule for you.
 
Sellwood Middle School Foundation 
The purpose of SMS foundation is to raise funds to put more adults in the school to support teachers and students. https://fundforpps.org/donate
We can earn money with your bottles, cans and all containers with deposits.
Here is how:
1. Get a blue BottleDrop bag from the Sellwood office, Wallace books, The Portland Bottle Shop or simply tell us how many bags you want by email sellwoodmiddlefoundation@gmail.com and we will send them home with your student.
2. Fill the bag with cans, bottles and containers with deposits under 20 pounds. Knot the top of the bag.
3. Drop the bag. Find the closest BottleDrop: Milwaukie Redemption Center 6100 SE King Rd Milwaukie, OR 97222 The barcode from the blue bag tag will open the secure drop door outside of the building. You can drop up to 10 bags at a time.
That’s all! You just donated to Sellwood foundation! Grab a bag for grandparents, family, or friends who can participate anywhere in the state. Thank you for your support! This fundraiser has no end date so once you fill a bag come get another one!
 
Lost and Found:
Our Lost and Found is located in the cafeteria.  We have many unclaimed lunchboxes in lost and found and some of them are starting to smell.  We will dispose of them Friday, November 15.  If your child has lost a lunchbox this year, please ask them to look for it in the cafeteria and take it home.  
We also have a collection of unclaimed clothing items.  Please ask your child to look for and collect any lost clothing items.  We will be donating clothing not claimed after conferences, November 25 and 26.
 
Library Closed during Lunch/Recess until November 15th
The library closure during lunch/recess is temporary, and we are considering it as a "reset".
We have had an issue where many students were not following library expectations, and the environment was not conducive to work, study, or even quiet discussion.  Many were using it as a playground, running around and being very loud.  Since I am generally outdoors supervising recess, and the assistant principal is supervising the cafeteria, we have been unavailable to help library staff supervise the library.
We are developing a pass system that will also require students using the library to agree that they will abide by library expectation for reading, studying, computer work or quiet seated conversation.  Students who prefer to play and run around must go outside or to the gym for recess.
 
Sellwood Winter Running Club begins Thursday, November 14th. 
If you love to run and want to stay in shape over the winter, come and join us after school for a jog!  We'll meet Mondays and Thursdays (if school is in session) from 4:15-4:45.  We will start and finish at Sellwood Middle School.  Run one or both days; this will be very informal with no competitions or carpooling necessary.  Parents and teachers are welcome!  Students pick up a waiver from Ms. Hall-Ramirez and return to her before running, please!

Peru, anyone? 
If you are interested in traveling to Peru during the summer of 2021, come the informational meeting on Wednesday, November 13 in the SMS library from 6:30-7:30pm.  We plan quite a ways out so that these trips can be affordable for more students and their families.  This trip is open to current 6th and 7th graders.  
 
PIL Middle School Boys' Basketball Tryouts
November 16th & 17th, 2019 10:00 AM-2:30 PM– Attend both, if possible. Must attend at least one day.
Cleveland High School – 3400 SE 26th Avenue
1. 6th Grade Tryouts: Saturday 10:00-11:00 Sunday 1:30-2:30
1. 7th Grade Tryouts: Saturday 11:30-12:30 Sunday 10:30-11:30
1. 8th Grade Tryouts: Saturday 1:00-2:00 Sunday 12:00-1:00
Flyers are in the office with more information about registration and requirements.
Questions?  Contact Cleveland Cluster Boys Basketball Coordinator: Beth Bolger bbolger@pps.net
 
PIL Middle School Girls’ Basketball Tryouts
November 9 & 10, 2019 – Attend both, if possible. Must attend at least one day.
Cleveland High School – 3400 SE 26th Avenue
1. 6th Grade Tryouts: 1:00 pm - 2:15 pm
1. 7th Grade Tryouts: 2:30 pm - 3:45 pm
1. 8th Grade Tryouts: 4:00 pm - 5:15 pm
The PIL MS teams are the best path to Cleveland HS Basketball success!  Flyers are in the office with more information about registration and requirements.
Questions?  Contact Cleveland Cluster Girls Basketball Coordinator: Lisa Waiwaiole- lisawai5@hotmail.com
 
Thank You!
All of us at PPS are thankful that voters across Portland voted to renew the levy that pays for over 800 teachers per year, teachers in every school in the district, including at Sellwood Middle School. That’s about one-third of all PPS teachers.
Thank you for your vote of confidence and for your support of our teachers. Thank you for believing in Sellwood.
 
Volunteers during Lunch/Recess
Thank you to all of the parents that have been helping out with lunch and recess.  We are so happy you are taking part in the fun, and we appreciate your presence so much!
 
We are always in need of additional parents to volunteer during lunch/recess, from 12:05 to 12:50 PM.  Mondays and Fridays are particularly high needs.  Come experience a slice of middle school and better understand your child’s life here at school! 
Sign up for any dates you are available on our volunteer calendar: https://signup.com/go/RkzGZUt 



