Sellwood Principal’s Newsletter – November 22, 2019
Greetings Sellwood Community,
I am very grateful to be a part of such a supportive and involved community.  Thanks to your generosity through funds raised by the Sellwood Foundation, we have been able to hire a half-time educational assistant, Patrick Bedard, who will start work at Sellwood Middle School very soon.  Patrick will provide additional supervision during lunch/recess, as well as direct student support in some large classes in the afternoon.  We are thrilled to have an additional staff member working with us.
I look forward to seeing families at conferences next Monday and Tuesday.
Enjoy the weekend,
Jeandré Carbone
Sellwood MS Principal
Coming up Next Week
November 25 & 26: Conferences, Day and Evening (no school for students)
November 27, 28, & 29: School Closed
Important Dates to Remember
December 4: Band Winter Concert
December 10, 11 AM to 8:30 PM: Pizzacato Dough for Dollars
December 11: Marimba & Band Assembly
December 11: Marimba Winter Concert
December 23 to January 3: Winter Break
January 15: Site Council 4:00-5:00 PM
January 15: Foundation 6:30-7:00 PM
January 15: PTA Meeting 7:00-8:00 PM
January 17, 9:15 AM: Coffee with the Principal
February 1: Sellwood MS Foundation BINGO!
May 3: Sellwood 5K
 
PTA News
Next meeting Wednesday, January 15, 7pm in the library. There is no December meeting.
Teacher Conference Dinners-Thanking our Sellwood Teachers 
To thank our teachers for their hard work, the PTA is organizing dinner/dessert on November 25 and November 26 during parent/teacher conferences. Senestraro Family Orthodontics has generously donated dinner Tuesday night (Thank you, Dr. Seth!) But, we still need your help with salad dinner Monday and desserts on Tuesday, beverages both days.
Use this link to sign-up to bring items or volunteer. Too busy to get to school, but want to help? 
Email Eryn Kehe at deemingkehe@gmail.com.
Teacher Appreciation for the holidays!
Looking for a way to thank SMS staff and teachers before the winter break? Participate in giving holiday scrip, which can be redeemed for the gift cards of their choice. A portion of the scrip will come back to support SMS - everyone wins! Deadline to participate is December 6th. The form was emailed to all families, but more copies are in the office. Questions? Contact Jess Meyer, jhmeyer@me.com
Sellwood Book Fair
The Sellwood Book Fair is November 15 to 26 and we need volunteers to help our library staff run the sale! We especially need volunteers during conferences.
Shifts are short and flexible. Go to the book fair webpage to sign up.  https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/homepage.do?method=homepage&url=sellwoodmiddleschool
If you want to volunteer but don’t see a time slot that works, email Jocelyn Folawn, jdfolawn@comcast.net, and we can add a time to the schedule for you.
 
New Skateboard Policy
Sellwood MS allowed skateboarding immediately before or after school in designated areas, as long as students wore the required helmets.  Unfortunately, many students have not complied with the helmet requirement, despite staff reminders and board confiscations.  Because of lack of compliance with the helmet requirement, we are changing to the no skateboarding policy below. 
The use of skateboards, roller skates and in-line skates are prohibited on school property between 8:15 and 4:15 PM, Monday through Friday.  They should be left in the skateboard storage room or lockers during the school day.
 
Sellwood Middle School Foundation 
The purpose of SMS foundation is to raise funds to put more adults in the school to support teachers and students. https://fundforpps.org/donate
Dough for Dollars, Tuesday December 10th. Dine in or take out and Pizzicato will give back to SMS Foundation. The Sellwood location only from 11am -8:30pm. 
 
Parent Teacher Conferences
Parent/teacher conferences will take place on November 25th and 26th.
Times:
8:30-11:40 AM - Conferences
11:40 to 12:40 – Teacher Lunch
12:40 to 4:00 PM - Conferences
4:00 to 5:00 PM – Teacher Dinner
5:00 to 8:30 PM – Conferences
Conferences will take place in individual teacher’s classrooms.  Teachers have already sent home information about the sign up process.  If you have not yet signed up, you would use SignUpGenius.com to sign up for 10 or 15-minute conferences. You will first need to create an account, and then search for each teacher by their PPS email address.  Once you find the teachers “sign up”, you will need to check the yellow box next to the time.
Finally, our art teacher, Ms. Bauer, and our PE teacher, Mr. O’Neill, conduct “drop-in” conferences.  They do not use SignUpGenius, and families can drop in on art or PE without an appointment.  
 
2019-20 Trail Blazers Fundraising Nights!!!
Sellwood is participating in the Trail Blazer School Fundraising Nights.  For every ticket purchased through our link, a portion of the ticket price will go back to our school.  20 lucky kids from the school that sells the most tickets to each game will have the exciting opportunity to high five the Trail Blazers as they enter the court!*
Imagine 20 Sellwood students lined up to high-five Damien Lillard, CJ McCollum, and the rest of the fabulous Trailblazer team at the start of the game!
Game dates available
12/20 vs. Orlando Magic
01/26 vs. Indiana Pacers
Visit: groups.trailblazers.com/abschoolfundraising20
Order up to two days before game day, while tickets are available.   Must be age 6-14 to participate in hi-fiving Blazers.
 
Volunteers during Lunch/Recess
Thank you to all of the parents that have been helping out with lunch and recess.  We are so happy you are taking part in the fun, and we appreciate your presence so much!
We are always in need of additional parents to volunteer during lunch/recess, from 12:05 to 12:50 PM.  Mondays and Fridays are particularly high needs.  Come experience a slice of middle school and better understand your child’s life here at school! 
Sign up for any dates you are available on our volunteer calendar: https://signup.com/go/RkzGZUt 
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