Sellwood Principal’s Newsletter – January 24, 2020
Greetings Sellwood Community,
We have come to the end of the first semester, and I wanted to once again express my gratitude for all of the community support and involvement at Sellwood Middle School.
I wanted to share a few tips for a more comfortable and secure 2nd semester at Sellwood.
Bicycle Theft
We recently had a bicycle stolen from one of our bike racks during the school day.  The thief was able to cut the lock and get away with the bike undetected. Unfortunately, Sellwood does not have video camera monitoring of the bike racks, and at this time the best theft deterrent is a U shaped lock that cannot be easily cut.
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Cold Weather Clothing for Outdoor Recess
At Sellwood, we have recess outdoors, unless it is raining, snowing, or unusually cold and windy.  Some students do not want to go outside for recess, because they came to school in only a sweatshirt or light hoodie.  Unfortunately, we do not have enough staff to supervise both outdoor and indoor recess, so students must be outside during recess, unless they are in the library.  Please make sure your student comes to school with warm enough clothing to play outside comfortably for 20 minutes on a typical Portland day.  
Thank you and have a lovely weekend,
 
Jeandré Carbone
Sellwood MS Principal
 
Coming up Next Week
January 27: No School for Students
January 31: Last Day of Semester 1
February 1: Sellwood MS Foundation BINGO!
 
Important Dates to Remember
February 13: PTA Clothing Closet
February 19: Site Council 4:00-5:00 PM
February 19: Foundation 6:30-7:00 PM
February 19: PTA Meeting 7:00-8:00 PM
March 23 to March 27: Spring Break
April 3: End of Quarter 3
April 6: No School for Students
May 3: Sellwood 5K
June 5: Last Day of School (year may be extended in case of snow days)
 
Yearbook News
Yearbooks... You know you want one!
Ordering a yearbook has never been easier. Simply log in to SchoolPay and add a "2019-2020 Sellwood Yearbook" to your cart. They are $17 and will be distributed to students in June. Order before Spring Break to guarantee you'll get one. (If you can't access SchoolPay, please use the blue form that was given to students today.)
 
Sellwood MS Foundation News
The purpose of SMS Foundation is to raise funds to put more adults in the school to support teachers and students.

                                                                                                                                                                                                       BINGO NIGHT!
Get your Babysitters! Get ready to have a night away from the kids and raise money for Sellwood Middle.
BINGO night is Saturday February 1st from 7-10pm at Westmoreland Union Manor, street parking only!
This is a Foundation Fundraiser. 
 
• Your first Bingo card is $20, each card after that is $5. So, to play four cards per game you are making a one-time purchase of $ and play all night! All proceeds go to the Foundation. 
• There will be desserts and snacks for free. 
• Donations to the Foundation can be made with checks and credit cards at the event, and there will be laptops set up to sign up for monthly or one time giving. 
• There will be tons of awesome gift cards and prizes.
• Bingo cards and adult beverages are available for purchase.
• This is an adults only event…get your babysitters ASAP
• Do you want to help? https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054AA8AC2EA3FF2-bingo6  
• If you have any questions please email Sarah Erickson sellwoodmiddlefoundation@gmail.com
 
PTA NEWS:
Next meeting Wednesday, Feb 19, 7pm in the library. 
Thank you to the families that attended Sellwood Dines Out at Reverend's BBQ, and the screening of Screenagers Chapter 2.
PPS PTA Clothing Center
Thursday, February 13 is Sellwood Middle's day to provide 6 volunteers to help at the PPS PTA Clothing Center from 9:30am to 1:30 PM. If you can help with this one-time commitment, sign up here Volunteer at PPS Clothing Center. Volunteers may help sort and hang clothing for kids to see, and/or assist PPS students in "shopping" at the center.  Your time makes a big impact, whether it is 2 hours or 4! For more info: https://www.pps.net/Page/7073, or email SMS clothing center coordinator Christina.Waldron@outlook.com
Successful Schools Survey
Shape the future of your student's education!
What is the first thing that comes to your mind when you hear the phrase “successful schools?” We believe that successful schools are safe, healthy and welcoming learning spaces that are inclusive for all students, but we want to hear your thoughts.
In 2019-20, Portland Public Schools is again partnering with Panorama Education to gather information students and families that will help us improve student experiences across the district. We will survey students in grades 4, 5, 7-10 on their experiences in their classrooms and schools, and families about their perception of the school their child attends.
The survey will cover topics on sense of belonging, school safety, school climate, barriers to family engagement, as well as how students are thinking and feeling about diversity, equity, and inclusion in school. 
The current launch date is set for January 27th, the student window is scheduled to be open until February 14th and the family survey until February 28th. Stay tuned for further information!
Please be honest and thoughtful, we value your feedback!
 
Volunteers during Lunch/Recess
Thank you to all of the parents that have been helping out with lunch and recess.  We are so happy you are taking part in the fun, and we appreciate your presence so much!
We are always in need of additional parents to volunteer during lunch/recess, from 12:05 to 12:50 PM.  Mondays and Fridays are particularly high needs.  Come experience a slice of middle school and better understand your child’s life here at school! 
Sign up for any dates you are available on our volunteer calendar: https://signup.com/go/RkzGZUt 
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