Sellwood Principal’s Newsletter – January 10, 2020
Greetings Sellwood Community,
Happy New Year! I hope you all had a joyous and restful winter break.  My family enjoyed a road trip down the beautiful Southern Oregon & Northern California Coasts, and we spent some time in the Bay Area.  The Oregon Coast is lovely in the winter, and our dog Dexter had a great time running on the beaches.  I was grateful for the time away, but feel rested and refreshed to begin semester 2 of the 2019/20 school year.
Next Friday, at 9:15, we will host Coffee with the Principal in the teachers’ lounge on the first floor.  If you have any topics you would like to discuss, questions, or concerns, please email me at jcarbone@pps.net so that I can be ready with relevant information.
Finally, in February PPS will embark on the staffing process for the 2020/21 school year, and Sellwood will begin forecasting and planning next year’s master schedule.  I am creating a survey to gather parent and student interest regarding different elective possibilities as well as feedback on the current year’s schedule and course offerings.  I do not yet know Sellwood’s staffing allocation or whether there will be opportunities to expand elective offerings, but I want to be ready with an understanding of student and parent wishes.  Look for the family survey emailed at the end of next week, and the student survey once the semester ends.  Students will officially forecast for their 2020/21 classes in April.
Have a lovely weekend,
Jeandré Carbone
Sellwood MS Principal
Coming up Next Week
January 15: Site Council 4:00-5:00 PM
January 15: Foundation 6:30-7:00 PM
January 15: PTA Meeting 7:00-8:00 PM
January 17, 9:15 AM: Coffee with the Principal
Important Dates to Remember
January 20: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School
January 22: 5th-grade Parent Information Night
January 24: End of Semester 1
January 27: No School for Students
February 1: Sellwood MS Foundation BINGO!
February 13: PTA Clothing Closet
February 19: Site Council 4:00-5:00 PM
February 19: Foundation 6:30-7:00 PM
February 19: PTA Meeting 7:00-8:00 PM
March 23 to March 27: Spring Break
April 3: End of Quarter 3
April 6: No School for Students
May 3: Sellwood 5K
June 5: Last Day of School (year may be extended in case of snow days)
Sellwood MS Foundation News
The purpose of SMS Foundation is to raise funds to put more adults in the school to support teachers and students.
BINGO NIGHT!
Get your Babysitters! Get ready to have a night away from the kids and raise money for Sellwood Middle.
BINGO night is Saturday February 1st from 7-10pm at Westmoreland Union Manor, street parking only!
This is a Foundation Fundraiser. 
 
• Your first Bingo card is $20, each card after that is $5. So, to play four cards per game you are making a one-time purchase of $ and play all night! All proceeds go to the Foundation. 
• There will be desserts and snacks for free. 
• Donations to the Foundation can be made with checks and credit cards at the event, and there will be laptops set up to sign up for monthly or one time giving. 
• There will be tons of awesome gift cards and prizes.
• Bingo cards and adult beverages are available for purchase.
• This is an adults only event…get your babysitters ASAP
• Do you want to help? https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054AA8AC2EA3FF2-bingo6  
• If you have any questions please email Sarah Erickson sellwoodmiddlefoundation@gmail.com
 
PTA News
Next meeting Wednesday, January 15, 7pm in the library. 
Come hear about easy ways to get involved in the New Year! 
PPS PTA Clothing Center
Thursday, February 13 is Sellwood Middle's day to provide 6 volunteers to help at the PPS PTA Clothing Center from 9:30am to 1:30 PM. If you can help with this one-time commitment, sign up here https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A094FA4AF28A13-volunteer. Volunteers may help sort and hang clothing for kids to see, and/or assist PPS students in "shopping" at the center.  Your time makes a big impact, whether it is 2 hours or 4! For more info: https://www.pps.net/Page/7073, or email SMS clothing center coordinator Christina.Waldron@outlook.com 
Save the Date: Screenagers: The Next Chapter is coming to Cleveland High School!
DATE: Jan. 22, 7pm, a co/sponsored event by CHS Wellness Team, CHS PTA, Sellwood Middle School PTA 
LOCATION: CHS Auditorium, 3400 SE 26th Ave COST: Free to the community 
 
Inclement Weather Information
Delays and closures
The district has two options in the event of bad weather: Delay school openings for two hours or close the schools altogether. Before deciding which to do, district officials consult with local meteorologists, city transportation officials and PPS transportation staff in the field.
School delay and closure information is relayed in a variety of ways:
1. Starting in the 2015-2016 school year, PPS will send text alerts to families, students and PPS staff who have opted in to receive SMS text alerts on their cell phones. If you are a parent or guardian, a student or a PPS staff member, you can opt in to receive texts by texting YES to 68453. You can read more about texting and the district's "Mobile First" initiative.
1. An automated phone call is sent to affected families.
1. The district has a Twitter feed to relay closure, delay and emergency information.  You may create an account at www.twitter.com. Follow @PPSConnect. 
1. Information is posted on the PPS website, submitted to the media, and posted on the PPS Facebook page.
1. Snow routes and alternative stops will be called for AM or PM or both depending upon the road conditions or weather forecast. Please pay close attention to additional District announcements throughout the day for changes. District decisions made after the initial call with be updated to the same media outlets.
Makeup days
The Board of Education has built into the calendar up to three replacement days in the event of school closures.
 
News You Can Use from Multnomah County Library
Hands on Henna
1/14/20 6-7:30
Henna is used by many cultures as a form of artistic expression. Henna is not permanent, but it does temporarily stain the skin for about two weeks. In this hands-on cultural art program, artist Raina Imig will share information on the art of henna in India, and will create a brief, authentic, intricate henna design on your hand. You'll get to create a henna design on yourself, too! For students in grades 6-12.
If you're an artist, consider submitting art for the 2020 Teen Summer Reading Art Contest.  You could win a $100 gift certificate to Collage Art Supplies, and be featured on the 2020 Teen Summer Reading gameboard for all to see.  For details, check out the link above, visit the Sellwood-Moreland Library, or the library's website.  
 
Volunteers during Lunch/Recess
Thank you to all of the parents that have been helping out with lunch and recess.  We are so happy you are taking part in the fun, and we appreciate your presence so much!
We are always in need of additional parents to volunteer during lunch/recess, from 12:05 to 12:50 PM.  Mondays and Fridays are particularly high needs.  Come experience a slice of middle school and better understand your child’s life here at school!
Sign up for any dates you are available on our volunteer calendar: https://signup.com/go/RkzGZUt 
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