Speech / Language Pathologists
The mission of the Speech Language and Communication Disorders program is to ensure opportunities for all students to acquire and develop the skills necessary to reach their full potential as effective communicators. At Nina Harris we are making effective communication a human right, accessible and achievable for all.
Students at Nina Harris, who are eligible for Speech and/or Language Impaired services, participate in a comprehensive therapy program, led by skilled Speech Language Pathologists (SLP).  The Speech Language Pathologists, at Nina Harris, have the Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC) which is a nationally recognized professional credential that represents a level of excellence in the field of Speech-Language Pathology (CCC-SLP).  
The SLPs at Nina Harris are trained on the current Alternative Augmentative Communication (AAC) devices and strategies. Individual student needs are assessed, and team goals are developed keeping in mind that communication is a key component to student success.  Students who do not have verbal language, can increase their autonomy and improve their self-confidence in language and communication with the help of adaptations and Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC). Depending on the individual needs of the student, the augmentative communication tools used range from low tech picture symbols and single voice output switches to the most advanced Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) tools such as electronic speech generating devices. Nina Harris students explore a wide range of communication tools including verbal language, gestures, sign language, pictures, Multi-sensory Early Language Development (MELD), Project Core, 3-D symbols for vision impaired and voice output communication systems (e.g., iPads with various communication apps including Proloquo2Go, TouchChat, LAMP Words for Life) 
The SLP team has received advanced training on Multi-sensory Early Language Development (MELD) and Project Core. All students are guided throughout the school with exposure to core vocabulary using intentionally placed picture symbols and modified, accessible communication boards. The team of Speech-Language Pathologists works to ensure that each student has their own personal, customized system of Multi-sensory Early Language Development (MELD), accessed in a variety of ways, including using eye gaze, partner assisted scanning (PAS), combining core vocabulary symbols manually, and using an interactive digital communication system in addition to verbal speech.  A core language board is also included in all student planners to support carry over of communication skills.
