INFORMATION ABOUT ASSESSMENTS
· Pine Point Schools participates in all of the required Minnesota State Assessments: Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (MCA), Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) 
· 
The Minnesota Assessments System has three purposes:
1. To measure achievement towards meeting the Minnesota Academic Standards
2. To measure the academic progress of students over time.
3. To provide Minnesota graduates information related to career and college readiness.
The primary purpose of the Standards-Based Accountability Assessments is to measure achievement on the Minnesota Academic Standards. Districts and schools use the results to inform curricular decisions. Parents use the results to monitor the academic progress of their children over the years. Minnesota public districts and schools, including charter schools, are required to assess all students in the required grades who are enrolled in the district during the state’s accountability window. Students take one test in each subject. Most students take the MCA, but students who receive special education services and meet the MTAS eligibility criteria may take the MTAS. View the MDE website for further information (MDE>Students and Families>Statewide testing).
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). The NAEP is a national test that assesses what our nation’s students know and are able to do in various subjects. The purpose of the NAEP is to provide a fair and accurate measure of student achievement that allows for comparisons of achievement over time and across the nation. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Results for MCA, MTAS assessments are reported to the district in August. This report documents the student’s overall achievement level as well as performance on each strand or sub-strand.  ISRs will be mailed to households in August.



