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Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to Lake Dallas High School! This syllabus outlines the course plan for your child’s class this semester, including key topics, expectations, and how you can support their success. As required by Texas law (Senate Bill 12), this document serves as the instructional plan and is available for your review. I look forward to working with you and your child!

[bookmark: _4ayfqt5430p7]Contact Information
· Teacher: R. Barrera

· Email: jbarrera@ldisd.net

· Phone: 

· Conference Time: 5th period(10:50-12:30), everyday. 

· Best Way to Reach Me: Email or call the school office. I’ll respond within 24 hours on school days.


[bookmark: _1mwvt22oonsx]Course Overview (Instructional Plan)
This semester, your child will study the following topics in [Subject, e.g., Algebra I, World History], based on Texas state standards (TEKS):
1. Unit 1: The Age of Faith

· Learning objectives: Understanding and applying Literary Terms, Parts of Speech and Sentence Structure

· Activities: Letter to Future Self, POV reading analysis of a short story, Literary Terms Quiz, Active Listening Games

2. Unit 2: The Age of Reason

· Learning objectives: Understanding Literary Movements, Archetypes, Author studies, Myths, 

· Activities: American Literature Timeline, Author Study Project, Portfolio Project for Independent Reading, Readers Theatre for The Scarlet Letter

3. Unit 3: The Age of Reason(Cont’d)

· Learning objectives: Persuasive writing, Studying Puritanical culture, Character analysis 
· Activities: Puritanism Deep Dive Project, Writing/Revising an Argumentative Essay

4. Additional Skills

· Evaluate author’s use of language, Evaluating differences in media presentation

· Example: T-Chart, Learning Chart for Media Analysis

Class Expectations: 
Be attentive when someone is addressing the class
Be kind to each other
Take care of the classroom
Be productive
Use technology appropriately
We will spend the first day addressing these expectations in detail as a class.
Class Discipline: 
Students not following expectations will receive a warning with the opportunity to discuss behavior in private after class. 
If expectations are not followed after this warning, the student will receive a detention and I will reach out to parents.
 Repeat offenses after a detention is assigned will result in a referral and additional parent contact. 
Class Policies/Procedures: 
Start of class:
Students will come into class, ensure all non educational electronics are off and in their backpacks, per Texas House Bill 1481 
I will tell them what materials they need for the class period (iPad, notebook paper/pen, library book, textbook, etc.) as they are sitting down. 
Submitting Work: 
Work will be turned into Canvas or a tray for your designated class. Please put your first and last name on all assignments, class period is not required. 
Major grades with a failing grade can be retaken for a maximum of an 85; this opportunity is available to everyone. 
Naming policy: 
In compliance with Senate Bill 12 , I will not be using any other name but the student’s legal name as indicated on the class roster. 
Seating Policy: 
Students are expected to be in their assigned seats when the tardy bell rings. Sitting anywhere but your assigned seat, such as on the floor, or a table, is not acceptable. Students are expected to stay in their seats until the bell rings, and are not permitted to line up at the door at the end of class. Students may only be out of their seats if they have a reason (sharpening a pencil, throwing away trash, or helping myself or a peer with something). Students who ignore this policy may be asked to stay after class, and further disciplinary action will occur if it becomes a habit.
Common behavior standards: 
Students are expected to keep their hands to themselves, focus on their classwork, and act like responsible high school students. Horseplay, name calling, telling on other students, shouting across the room, and throwing items in the class room 
There will be times that monitoring software will be used to keep students on task, defying these apps/programs will result in a detention. 
Restroom breaks:
Take care of your business during the passing period. If you have a medical necessity, provide me with a note from the nurse.
Communication: 
If you are unable to ask me about something in class, feel free to email me at jbarrera@ldisd.net. Emails should be professional and respectful in content and tone. 
Academic Integrity:
Students are expected to turn in work of their own creation; it should not be the work of another student or taken from online/AI resources. Talking during a test can also be interpreted as academic dishonesty, which can result in a 0. Any instances of academic dishonesty will result in either redoing the assignment from the beginning or forfeiture of a grade for the assignment in question and will result in an office referral/parent contact for major assignments. If this happens, a private conference with the student will always be held before any disciplinary action is taken. 
The exception to this policy is group work assigned in class, which is something I will always notify students of in advance. 


Feel free to contact me with questions.
Sincerely
Coach Barrera
