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Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to 8th Grade at Lake Dallas Middle School! This syllabus outlines the course plan for your child’s class this semester, including key topics, expectations, and how you can support their success. As required by Texas law (Senate Bill 12), this document serves as the instructional plan and is available for your review. I look forward to working with you and your child!

[bookmark: _4ayfqt5430p7]Contact Information
· Teacher: Matt Forbes

· Email: mforbes@ldisd.net

· Phone: 940-497-4037

· Conference Time: 11:05 - 11:45

· Best Way to Reach Me: Email or call the school office. I’ll respond within 24 hours on school days.


[bookmark: _1mwvt22oonsx]Course Overview (Instructional Plan)
This semester, your child will study the following topics in U.S. History/Social Studies, based on Texas state standards, Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS):
1. Unit 1: Topic: Thinking Like A Historian

· Learning objectives: Basic vocabulary of historical terms & names

· TEKS: 8.29A, 8.29.B, 8.29.C, 8.29D, 8.29E, 8.29F, 8.30A, 8.30B, 8.30C

2. Unit 2: Topic: Colonial America - Life in A New Land 1587 - 1763

· Learning objectives: European Background History, The SAge of Exploration, Colonization and the growth of the English Colonial System.

· TEKS: 8.1A,B  8.2A,B  8.3A,B,C  8.7C  8.10A,B,C  8.11A  8.12A,B,C  8.15E  8.23A,D,E  8.25A,B  8.29A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H  8.30A,B,C 

3. Unit 3: American Independence - Restlessness to Rebellion 1763-1783

· Learning objectives: Colonial Grievances to the American Revolution and the fight for Independence.

· TEKS: 8.1A,B  8.4A,B,C  8.15C  8.19A  8.20A,B  8.21A  8.22B  8.23E  8.26A  8.29A,B,C,D,E  8.29F,G,H  8.30A,B,C
      4.   Unit 4:  Writing the Constitution - Creating a More Perfect Union 1783-1791

· Learning objectives: The writing of a new Constitution and the struggle to create a new government for the United States. 
· TEKS: 8.1A,B  8.4D 8.15A,B,C,D  8.16A  8.17A  8.19A,B,C  8.20A,  8.21B  8.25C    8.29E,F,G,H  8.30A,B,C
      5.    Unit 5: Early Republic - Addressing Challenges 1789-1828

· Learning objectives: Early Presidencies, Louisiana Purchase and the growth of the United States to the War of 1812.

· TEKS: 8.1A  8.5A,B,C,D,E  8.13A  8.14A  8.18A,B,C  8.20A  8.21A 8.22A  8.29A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H  8.30A,B,C
      6.     Unit 6: Age of Jackson - Democracy Expands 1820s-1830s

· Learning objectives: The Presidency of Andrew Jackson and the changes to American Politics and Culture..

· TEKS: 8.1A  8.5B,C,F,G  8.17B  8.21A  8.23C  8.29A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H  8.30A,B,C
4. Additional Skills/Activities

· Developing critical thinking, note-taking, and time management
· Activities: Kahoot Review games, group projects, and quizzes and assessments
· Activities:  Class discussions and textbook activities

Thank you for supporting your child’s education! Feel free to contact me with questions.
Sincerely,
Matt Forbes
