
8th Grade Syllabus Outline
 Janay Davis – Lake Dallas Middle School
 Semester 1, Fall 2025

Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to 8th Grade Art 3 at Lake Dallas Middle School! This syllabus outlines the course plan for your child’s class this semester, including key topics, expectations, and how you can support their success. As required by Texas law (Senate Bill 12), this document serves as the instructional plan and is available for your review. I look forward to working with you and your child!

[bookmark: _ley2s14153ya]Contact Information
· Teacher: Janay Davis

· Email: jdavis@ldisd.net

· Phone: 940-497-4037

· Conference Time:  AM, Monday–Friday

· The best way to reach me is by email or by calling the school office. I’ll respond within 24 hours on school days.


[bookmark: _nvks8sv7vmrg]Course Overview (Instructional Plan)
This semester, your child will study the following topics in Art 3, based on Texas state standards, Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for middle school visual arts:

Unit 1: Art Class Expectations & Studio Habits
· Learning Objectives: Understanding classroom procedures, safety protocols, personal responsibility, and respectful collaboration in an art studio setting.

· TEKS: 117.203 (b)(1)(A)(B)(C)


Unit 2: Elements of Art Review
· Learning Objectives: Reviewing and applying the seven elements of art — line, shape, form, space, color, value, and texture — in 2D and 3D artworks.

· TEKS: 117.203 (b)(1)(A), (2)(A), (3)(A)


Unit 3: Principles of Design
· Learning Objectives: Exploring balance, contrast, emphasis, movement, pattern, rhythm, and unity in visual compositions. Students will create original artworks demonstrating intentional design.

· TEKS: 117.203 (b)(2)(B)(C), (3)(A)(B)


Unit 4: Introduction to 3D Media & Sculpture
· Learning Objectives: Creating three-dimensional works using clay, paper, wire, and mixed media; understanding form, structure, and spatial planning.

· TEKS: 117.203 (b)(1)(B), (2)(C), (3)(A)(B), (4)(A)


[bookmark: _p77fu1guwrdz]Additional Skills/Activities
· Skill Building: Critical thinking, creative problem solving, and visual analysis

· Activities: Sketchbook practice, individual projects, group critiques, artist studies

· Possible Projects: Self-portrait study, mixed-media sculpture, collaborative mural

· Artist Study: [Insert artist name or movement, e.g., Georgia O’Keeffe, Cubism]


Thank you for supporting your child’s education! Feel free to contact me with questions.
Sincerely,
 Janay Davis


