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12th Grade Civics
	 
Standards-Based Education 
2025-26 Standards 
 



	Knowing & Understanding

	PS1 – C1: Understands key ideals and principles of the United States, including those in the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and other foundational documents.

	PS2 - C2: Understands the purposes, organization, and function of governments, laws, and political systems

	PS3 - C4: Understands civic involvement.

	PS4 – H2: Understands and analyzes causal factors that have shaped major events in history.



	Investigating

	PS5 - SSS1.9-12.4: Gather relevant information from multiple sources representing a wide range of views while using the origin, authority, structure, context, and corroborative value of the sources to guide the selection.

	PS6 - SSS2: Uses inquiry-based research.

	PS7 – RH.11-12.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text.



	Communicating

	PS8 - SSS3: Deliberates public issues.

	PS9 – SSS4: Creates a product that uses social studies content to support a claim and presents the product in an appropriate manner to a meaningful audience.

	C3: SSS4.2: Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple and reliable sources, analytical reasoning.   

	PS10 – SL.11-12.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.



	Critical Thinking

	PS11 - E4: Understands the government’s role in the economy.

	PS12 - G3.11-12.2: Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on spatial patterns within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions in the United States

	PS13 – H3.11-12.4: Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past to create claims and counterclaims.

	PS14 - H4.11-12.3: Analyze how current events today are rooted in past events.



	Pilot Skill Standards

	11-12 RH 2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.

	11-12 RH 3: Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain

	11-12 RH 8: Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them with other information

	SSS1.9-12.5 Explain the challenge and opportunities of addressing problems over place and time using disciplinary and interdisciplinary lenses.

	SSS3.9-12.2 Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures to make decisions and take action in their classrooms, school, or out-of-school civic context.

	SSS3.9-12.5 Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past to create claims and counterclaims.

	SSS3.9-12.6 Assess options for individual and collective action to address local, regional, or global problems by engaging in self-reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning



	Pilot Disciplinary Concepts Standards

	C1.11-12.3 Apply civic virtues and democratic principles when working with others.

	C2.11-12.1 Analyze citizens’ and institutions’ effectiveness in addressing social and political problems at the local, state, tribal, national and/or international level.

	C2.11-12.2 Analyze the origins, functions, and structure of government with reference to the United States, Washington state, and tribal constitutions.

	C3.11-12.1 Evaluate the impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements on the maintenance of national and international order or disorder.

	C3.11-12.2 Critique relationships among governments, civil societies, and economic markets.

	C4.11-12.3 Evaluate the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles, constitutional rights, and human rights.

	H1.11-12.1 Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

	H2.11-12. 4 Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events
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