5300.33 BREATHALYZER TESTING 
Local Policy
The Seneca Falls Central School District and New York State Law prohibit alcohol use in the school environment (District Policy 5300.300 E). Accordingly, the Seneca Falls Central School District Board of Education authorizes Breathalyzer use as a deterrent to support the District’s intent to enforce its zero tolerance policy for consuming, selling, distributing or the possession of alcohol (District Policy 5300.30 E). In order to protect the health and safety of students and others, the Board of Education believes strong measures are necessary to prevent students from attending school and school sponsored events after consuming alcohol. Therefore, the following procedures involving the use of Breathalyzers shall apply in the Seneca Falls Central School District.
The Use of Breathalyzers:
When determining possible alcohol use by a student before, during and/or after the school day or at a school related/sponsored event, the safety of the student is the primary concern. An assessment of a student’s suspected alcohol use may be aided by the use of a breath alcohol-testing device, which indicates the presence, or absence of alcohol. Breathalyzer testing is authorized when there is reasonable suspicion that a student has consumed or is in possession of alcohol. The determination of reasonable suspicion will be based on, but not limited to, any one or more of the following indicators:
· Flushed face
· Red, watery, glassy or bloodshot eyes
· Odor of alcohol on breath, clothing or person
· Slurred speech/unable to follow instructions
· Failure to comprehend questions
· Impaired motor skills (i.e. unsteady feet, swaying, etc.)
· Being combative, argumentative or inordinately jovial while talking
· Lack of awareness in regards to time and place
· Vomiting
· Found in possession of product containing alcohol
In addition, the District may designate that all students will pass a breathalyzer test for admission to specific events (e.g. Prom or Ball). In such cases, students and guests will be notified ahead of time and will sign an agreement explaining the requirements before the event.
Process of Testing:
If an administrator has reason to believe that a student has consumed alcohol, based on one or more of the above indicators or other reasonable indicators, the administrator shall request the student to submit to a Breathalyzer test. Upon the request of a school administrator, the school resource officer or designee shall privately administer the test in the presence of a witness. If the test is positive, unless the student verbally admits alcohol consumption, the  school resource officer or designee shall conduct a confirming test in fifteen minutes. If the student admits consuming or the second test results are positive, the district will (1) notify the student’s parent or guardian and request that the student be returned home under parental supervision; or (2) Emergency help shall be called if the student is assessed to be at risk for alcohol poisoning or in need of medical assistance.
Pursuant to New York State Law, disciplinary action will be taken as indicated by District Policy 5300 (Code of Conduct), and the administrative regulations outlined in the student handbook summary of the high school disciplinary code (minimum corrective measures for first and subsequent alcohol and drug offenses). The district administration shall retain positive Breathalyzer test records only during the student’s enrollment in the Seneca Falls Central School District.
If the test negative:
If the Breathalyzer test is negative, the student may receive permission to resume unrestricted activity providing the event supervisor does not suspect the use of other drugs, or unless other disciplinary rules apply to the student’s untoward behavior. If the administrator suspects the use of other drugs or the student appears unable to walk properly/conduct themselves in a “normal” manner, the student will be retained in a room, with staff, for their safety. The supervisor will contact the student’s parent/guardian, describe the situation and request the parent take the child home for disciplinary purposes or medical evaluation.
If a student is suspected of having consumed alcohol and refuses the Breathalyzer test:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students who refuse to take the Breathalyzer test, upon determination that there is reasonable suspicion that they have consumed alcohol, will be deemed to have tested positive and will be subject to all disciplinary measures (District Policy 5300-Code of Conduct). The administrator will then notify parents or guardian and request them to pick up the student.
Records of students passing, failing or refusing to take an active Breathalyzer test as herein provided will be maintained by District administrative personnel as a Breathalyzer event record but will not be considered a part of the student’s permanent academic record. Such “event” records may be used by school personnel only to the extent necessary to administer this policy and code of conduct for before, during and/or after the school day or at school related/sponsored activities. The records and information contained therein shall not otherwise be released to anyone
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