5300.05 INTRODUCTION
The Board of Education is committed to providing a safe and orderly school environment where students receive and district personnel deliver quality educational services without disruption or interference. The school district is committed to:
· ensuring each student is healthy, safe, engaged, supported, and challenged;
· helping students develop self-discipline and social and emotional growth; and
· guiding students in improvement and corrections of inappropriate, unacceptable and unsafe behaviors.
Responsible behavior by students, teachers, other district personnel, parents and other visitors is expected, as it is essential to achieving this goal.
For this to happen, everyone in the school community must demonstrate and offer respect to others.
With the recognition that all children make mistakes and that this is part of growing up, schools must help all students learn to grow from their mistakes. School discipline policies should support students and teachers and ensure that everyone is treated with dignity and respect.
Student engagement is also integral to creating a positive school climate and culture that effectively fosters students’ academic achievement and social/emotional growth. Providing student with multiple opportunities to participate in a wide range of pro-social activities and at the same time to develop a bond with caring, supportive adults reduces negative behavior. Examples can include: providing students with meaningful opportunities to share ideas and concerns and participate in school-wide initiatives; student leadership development; periodic recognition of student’s achievements in a range of academic and co-curricular areas; using corrective feedback; and developing school-wide positive behavior systems.
The district has a long-standing set of expectations for conduct on school property and at school functions.  These expectations are based on the principles of civility, mutual respect, citizenship, character, tolerance, honesty and integrity.
The Board recognizes the need to clearly define these expectations for acceptable conduct on school property, identify the possible developmentally appropriate, graduated consequences of unacceptable conduct, and to ensure that discipline, when necessary, is administered promptly and fairly, keeping in mind the goal is not to penalize, but to teach students there are consequences to actions and  choices. To this end, the Board adopts this code of conduct ("code"), which is based upon education laws, regulations, and Board policies.
Unless otherwise indicated, this code applies to all students, school personnel, parents and other visitors when on school property or attending a school function.
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