Piedmont Middle School

Language Policy


Mission Statement
Piedmont exists to inspire in its students a passion for learning and a commitment to personal integrity and academic excellence. Students demonstrate self-confidence and creativity, are open-minded and inquisitive, and display a sense of social responsibility and global awareness.


Language Philosophy
Piedmont is an urban International Baccalaureate middle school that values world cultures and languages. Through our diversity we create an environment and curriculum that fosters language learning across the contents. The school community is a resource to cultivate language learning, and each individual is appreciated as an integral facilitator toward language acquisition.


Language Profile
Language and Literature is taught in English. Piedmont’s students gain a deeper understanding of the English language, its mechanics and overall linguistics. All teachers participate in creating a safe environment to foster a variety of communication skills and encourage students to explore and understand the disciplines through different lenses. They demonstrate an open dialogue in interactions with their students and assist students in understanding the world through all different lenses and across disciplines. Through a variety of clubs, student organizations, events and competitions, students continue their quest toward mastery of language skills, while maintaining dedicated interest in language learning. Poetry slams, poetry clubs, a Martin Luther King, Jr. writing contest, Shakespeare Recitation competition and summer reading projects are just a few of the numerous activities available to students at our school.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Language Acquisition classes that are offered at Piedmont include Spanish and French. However, we offer online class opportunities to students who request to take a different language. Students are required to take a world language. They are given high school credit for successful completion of the course. Through these classes students experience not only the language, but they are also exposed to the cultural aspects of Spanish and French speaking nations. Learning a world language provides for the development and expansion of intercultural awareness and global understanding by all students. 

Oral, visual, and written communication are represented by four continuums: 
· Listening and speaking
· Viewing and interpreting
· Reading comprehension
· Writing 

In offering a second language, Piedmont is committed to expanding the capability and opportunity for all students to express themselves bilingually in a global and diverse society.
Students are encouraged to maintain an avid interest in world language by all teachers at Piedmont. Our faculty is a diverse group of educators who recognize and are committed to promoting student interest in both the language and cultures of other nations. The teachers expose students to a variety of international experiences such as culture meals and the celebration of important cultural dates through both core and elective courses. 

Language Support for Students
Language support in English, Spanish and French is available for struggling students to fully facilitate their ability in the academic program. Focused assistance is found in listening, speaking, reading and writing skills for all languages through Academic Enrichment and our Extended Day program. This assistance is focused on the individual needs of each student. Students who receive special services at Piedmont (see our Exceptional Children Policy) are given the opportunity to participate in Language Acquisition activities and instruction with appropriate support.

English Language Learners (ELL)
Students who do not speak English as their first language learn to acquire English speaking and writing skills in addition to their mother tongue. We offer a comprehensive program through which our ELL students acquire the skills and knowledge needed to access the regular curriculum. We provide support to our students and their families to enable them to adjust to a new language, learning environment and culture. Some avenues of support include, but are not limited to, having translator(s) present at parent meetings upon request, ensuring copies of important documents are translated in multiple languages, and an ELL Committee that meets quarterly, or more often as needed.

Piedmont promotes maintenance and enrichment of the mother tongue by encouraging families to continue speaking, reading and writing the language at home. We also recommend that families take advantage of opportunities available in our community. All aspects of our language program require formal and informal assessments. These assessments are used to plan appropriate instruction and evaluate student progress. For ELL students who are identified as having a novice level of English proficiency, their Language and Literature course becomes their Language Acquisition course. As their English proficiency increases, they are then introduced to another language.
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