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What can parents do?


Set an example for your child.  Read every day.  It doesn’t matter whether it is newspapers, magazines, or books.  Share something interesting or funny that you have read.  Have books available in your home.  Take your child to the public library often.  You can help improve your child’s reading habits.  Read with your child for 15 minutes a day.  Short, regular sessions encourage the reading habit.  Use these 15 minutes in a variety of ways:

· Have your child read aloud to you.

· Read aloud to your child.

· Read the same page silently, then discuss it.

· Share the reading time by sitting together and reading anything that is of interest: jokes, recipes, sports, poetry, biographies, etc.

At the end of 15 minutes if your child wants to continue read, by all means encourage the child to do so.  Either parent, or both, can be a reading partner.  Grandparents, relatives, and friends also make good reading partners.

Tips for parents

Build the right climate

· Team up with your child in doing projects that depend on reading such as cooking, model building, and arts and crafts.  Make sure that everyone is having fun.
· Read to your child as often as you can.  Discuss the story and ask a question or two about what you’ve read together to encourage good listening habits.
· Have your child read to you.  Select a book, choose any page and have the child read aloud.  If the child makes fewer than five errors, the book is at his/her independent reading level.
· Success is important.
· Talk and sing with your children.  Listen to their questions and stories.  Have them put their ideas into words.
Create excitement

· Make a story come alive by using finger or sock puppets and have the puppet retell the story.
· Start reading or telling a story and stop before it is finished.  Have your child finish the story for you.  
· Read with expression.  There are very few children who would rather watch TV than hear a good story read with feeling and enthusiasm by someone they love.
· Dramatize a story you have read with your child, each taking different parts.
Share your childhood through storytelling.  Children love to hear stories about their family’s background.
