HOW TO READ BOOKS WITH YOUR CHILD
Reading should be to, with, and by children

Reading to your child: Read from a book above their reading level.  This exposes your child to vocabulary he/she cannot yet read and to ideas that you can discuss together.
Reading with your child: Your child does most of the reading at his/her instructional reading level.  He/she should knows most of the words, but still needs you there to help sound out an unknown word, to have you explain the meaning of a new word, and to help in understanding concepts he/she may have questions about. 
Reading by your child: Your child reads to you in a book that is at your child’s independent reading level.  This is an easy reading level where your child would know more than 95% of the words and understands all the concepts.
All three types of reading are important and help build your child’s success in reading.  

When reading a picture book:

Engage your child immediately in the story and get him/her thinking about what might happen next.  Read the title of the book to your child or have him/her read it to you.  Ask your child to look at the picture on the cover.  Ask him/her to tell you what they see in the picture.  Ask him/her to predict what might happen in the story from what he/she sees in the picture and from the title of the book.
Talk about story structure as you read together.  Don’t wait until the end of a chapter or section.  Questions should be asked throughout the reading experience.
· Ask your child, “Who are the characters in the story?” or “What can you tell me about each character?”  (Example:  The Big Bad Wolf is mean.)

· Have your child predict what will happen next.  
· Ask about what happened in the story, such as “Where did _____ happen?” “When did _______ happen?” or “What happened before_____?”

· Ask what the problem in the story was.
· Ask what the solution was and related questions, such as “How did _____ solve the problem?” or “What did ______ learn?”

· At the end of the story, close the book and have your child retell the story to you.  The more often you do this, the more your child will pay attention to the details of the story and the more your child will remember about the story.  

When reading a non-fiction book:
Ask “What did you learn?” “What information did the author tell you?” “What specific facts do you remember?”

When reading a chapter book:

Ask your child to recall what happened in the last chapter.  Ask him/her to retell the story up to the point where you are going to start reading together.  Ask your child to predict what they think will happen in the next chapter.
When reading any book:
Ask your child to explain the meaning of various vocabulary words in the story.  Do this immediately after they finish the sentence or paragraph which included the word.  This encourages him/her to use what is happening in the story (context) to figure out the meaning of a new word and builds both vocabulary and the use of context clues.
Remember…reading together is the most valuable way to help your child become a better reader.

