How to Read with Children – Recommended by the San Diego Unified School District – research by Sherry Parmet

Responding to errors

Based on the way most of us were taught to read, we tell a child to “sound it out” when he or she comes to an unfamiliar word.  To produce independent readers who monitor themselves as they read, the following prompts are recommended before saying “sound it out”:

*What would make sense there?  * What do you think that word could be?



* Use the picture to help you figure out what it could be.  

*Go back to the beginning and try it again.

*Skip over it and read to the end of the sentence (or paragraph).  Now what do you think it is?

*Put in a word that would make sense there.  

*You read that word before on another page.  See if you can find it.

Asking important questions

These open-ended questions require critical thinking skills.  Parents can ask children the questions – and share their own responses – while reading with children.  There are no right or wrong answers, just meaningful answers that require any reader to think about the story, and his or her own experiences, before answering.

*Look at the cover illustration, read the title, and read a short excerpt.  Ask: What do you think might happen in this story?  Read further. Ask: What do you think will happen next?  What makes you think that?

*What did you notice in this story?



*What part did you like best?  Why?

*Did this story remind you of anything you have done or seen? 

*Did the story end the way you expected it to?  What were clues that helped you figure it out?

*Is this story like any other story you have read or heard?  How?

*What questions would you ask if the author were here? Which would be the most important questions? How do you think the author might answer them?

*Did you wonder about anything in this story?  

* What would you have done if you were (story character)?

*Was there anything about what we just read that surprised you?

*Why do you think the title of this book is (book title)?

*Who is the main character of the story?  What kind of person is the character?  How do you know?

*What character in the book are you most like? Explain.

*What would you change in the story if you were the author?

*Would you have acted differently if you were (story character)?

*Think of a different ending to the story.  How would the rest of the story have to be changed to fit the new ending?
