If you would like to work on improving your child’s reading comprehension, here are some suggested techniques (from Locating and Correcting Reading Difficulties by James L. Shanker and Eldon E. Ekwall)
· Make a K-W-L chart – give the child a topic – have him/her make a list of what he/she Know and what he/she Wants to know.  After reading about the topic, add what he/she Learned.
· Summarize or paraphrase what was just read.

· Tell the child he/she will have to explain what they read before they read – this helps focus the purpose of the reading.

· Have the child pretend to be the teacher – have them ask you questions about the information.

· Have the child take 5 second wait time before and after answering a question to give time to think about the answer during each pause.

· Have the child fill out a story frames, such as: “The story begins when _____. Then, _____.  Next, _____. The problem is solved when ____.”

· Give the child this guideline for all stories they read by themselves: Count out 100 words from a story.  If they don’t know more that one or two words, they need to pick another story.

· Set the purpose for the reading: skim through headings, captions, and pictures to make predictions about the nature of the material and what they might get out of it.

· Encourage the child to develop mental images (model if necessary).  Describe the images.  Ask questions about them: ex. What color is he wearing? How big is the dog?
· Build background information: show pictures, magazines, videos, etc. regarding the information.
· Have the child draw pictures of the settings and discuss them.

· Cut out pictures form newspapers or magazines.  Have the child write a caption for the picture, then compare it to the original caption.

· For newspaper or magazine articles, answer the questions: Who? What? Where? When? Why? 

· Have the child follow step-by-step written directions.

· Have the child write directions for doing something.  Analyze the directions.

· Identify the main idea and details from a passage.  (Make sure there is one first.)

· Have the child write down all the details from a passage.  Classify each detail as: important, helpful but not necessary, or not important.

Reading comprehension strategies

Making connections – Good readers connect what they know with what they are reading.  Good readers are thinking...*Does this remind me of something? *Has this ever happened to me? *Am I like this character? *Have I ever felt this way?
Predicting – Good readers think about what is going to happen and make predictions based on what they know and what they have read.  Good readers are thinking…*What do I think will happen next? *While looking over the material before reading, I predict I will learn about ____. *This title/heading/picture makes me think _____.  *I’m guessing this will be about ___.
Questioning – Good readers ask themselves questions when they read.  Good readers are thinking…*What is the author saying?  *Why is that happening?  *Why did this character _____?  *This makes me wonder _____.  *How does this information connect with what I have already read?
Monitoring – Good readers stop to think about their reading and know what to do when they don’t understand.  Good readers are thinking…*Is this making sense?  *Wait, what’s going on here?  *Do I need to reread?  *How do I say this word?  *What does this word mean?  *What text clues help me?
Summarizing – Good readers identify the most important ideas and restate them in their own words.  Good readers are thinking…*This story is mainly about ____.  *The author’s most important ideas were _____.  *What are the key words?  *How does the text’s organization help me?  *Are the ideas in the text supported with convincing evidence?
Visualizing – Good readers picture what is happening while they read.  Good readers are thinking…*What are the pictures/scenes in my mind?  *What do the characters, setting, and events of the story look like?  *What do I hear, taste, smell, or feel?  *Can I picture the information?

