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Vocabulary facts from High School Overview
· Literate high school graduates need to know about 60,000 words; most students enter school with only 5,000; they need to learn about 4,000 words a year or 70 words a week.

· The best strategy for learning this number of words is to read a large number of words is to read a large amount of narrative and informational text (25 – 35 books a year – million to million and a half words – from first grade on).

· In fourth and fifth grades, 1 million words of running text contains 40,000 words which will appear only once or twice, yet are crucial to the passage meaning.

· Students will learn approximately 2000 – 3000 of these words by learning them in context.


Percentile 		Minutes per day		Words read per year


			Books		Text		Books		Text





98			65.0		67.3		4,358,000	  4,733,000





90			21.2		33.4		1,823,000	  2,357,000





80			14.2		24.6		1,146,000	   1,697,000





70			 9.6		16.9		  622,000	   1,168,000





60			 6.5		13.1		  432,000	      722,000	


	


50			 4.6		 9.2		   282,000	      601,000 





40   			 3.2		 6.2		   200,000	      421,000





30			  1.8		 4.3		   106,000	      251,000





20			 0.7		 2.4		     21,000	       134,000





10			 0.1		  1.0		       8,000		51,000





2			    0		     0			     0		  8,000








