Logos – Logic
1. Locate the essay’s major claims and assertions and ask yourself whether you agree with the author.

2. Look at support for the major claims and ask yourself whether there is any claim that appears to be weak or unsupported.  Which one, and why?

3. Can you think of counterarguments that the author does not deal with?

4. Do you think the author has left something out on purpose?  Why?

Ethos – Ethical

1. Does this author have the right background to speak with authority on this subject?  Research Bilger.

2. Is this author knowledgeable?  Smart?  Successful?

3. Do you trust this author?  Why or why not?

4. Do you think this author is deceptive?  Why or why not?

5. Do you think this author is serious?

Pathos – Emotion

1. Does this piece affect you emotionally?  Which parts?

2. Do your emotions conflict with your logical interpretation of the arguments?

3. Does the author usse humor?  How does this affect your acceptance of his ideas?

Annotate in another color of ink:

Write any objections in the margins.

Write any reactions to what the author is saying in the margins.

Quickwrite:
1. What does this writer want us to believe?
2. What is your response to one of the author’s main ideas?

3. What did you learn?

