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Foundation:
Studio Thinking is a framework designed by practitioners at Project Zero (the research arm of Harvard’s School of Education.) This framework proposes a set of eight dispositions that an artist uses. They are not hierarchical; instead they provide an entry point for learning based on individual choice and need. Moreover they offer a language for critical thinking that spans across various disciplines. 	

	Professional Goal/Student Learning Objective: 
I want to learn to effectively implement the 8 Studio Habits of Mind so my students can develop multiple critical thinking skills as they engage in the creative process as a life-long learner.

	· Designed Teacher Outcome – Change in Practice / Evidence: 	
These 8 Studio Habits of Mind include developing craft, engaging and persisting, envisioning, expressing, observing, reflecting, stretching and exploring, and understanding the arts community. They do not have to be taught in any particular order nor do they need to be all explored within the same project or unit.

Evidence will include lesson plans which emphasize process over product, whereby students are asked within each lesson to engage in at least two to three of the 8 Studio Habits of Mind. 


	· Designed Student Outcome – Change in Student Performance / Evidence: 	
As students engage in the 8 Studio Habits of Mind, evidence in a sketchbook will be produced. An example of this may be the active envisioning of an idea, learning to picture mentally what cannot be directly observed, and drawing this in a journal or sketchbook. Students might also reflect through writing in their journals or sketchbooks, learning to think and talk with others about an aspect of one’s work or working process.  

After their projects are completed, students will discuss with others how they have learned to engage and persist, embracing problems of relevance within the art world and/or of personal importance. They can also discuss how they have learned to stretch and explore, learning to reach further as they learn from their mistakes or missteps.


	Implementation Plan:

	Action Step
	Target Date
	Evidence of Progress

	Read about Studio Habits of Mind from Studio Thinking: The Real Benefits of Visual Arts Education, Hetland, Winner, et al, Teachers College Press, 2007.
	August/September
	Implement ideas into project evaluations developed for classroom use.

	Introduce students to the effective use of Studio Habits of Mind practices and activities. 
	September/October
	Have students each make their own SHoM wheels with symbols or signs that they assign to each habit. Capture images or portfolio entries to document student understanding and growth.

	Introduce the habit of envisioning before starting a project. 
	October/November
	Have students engage with the habit of  envisioning by creating several brainstorming sketches before beginning a project.
Capture images or progress notes to document student understanding and growth.

	Introduce the habit of engaging and persisting before starting a project. 
	December/January
	Have students document the various stages of a project (through photography) to demonstrate how they have stayed engaged and persisted throughout the project.
Capture progress notes, images or portfolio entries to document student understanding and growth.

	Introduce the habit of reflecting after completing a project. 
	January/February
	Have students write about their experiences of creating a work of art and then discuss their reflections with others. 
Capture progress notes, images or portfolio entries to document student understanding and growth.

	Introduce the habit of stretching and exploring in beginning a new project.
	February/ March
	Have students plan a creative challenge for themselves that stretches their capabilities.
Capture progress notes or portfolio entries to document student understanding and growth.

	Introduce the habit of engaging with and understanding the arts community. 
	March/ April
	Have students make contact with a local museum and create a visual or artistic response to an exhibition or event held at the museum.
Capture progress notes or portfolio entries to document student understanding and growth.

	

	On-going Notes and EOY Reflections: 	
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