WHEREAS,  Pilgrimage Outreach, Inc. has contracted with the Paterson Public School District since March 1998, to operate the Zone Alternative Program (ZAP), an Alternative Suspension/Intervention Program,  and

WHEREAS,  the Paterson Public School District is committed to collaboration with community outreach services for its students,  and

WHEREAS,  there is a recognized need for alternatives to out-of-school suspensions,  and

WHEREAS,  the goal of the Zone Alternative Program is to reduce the dropout rate among students that have received an out-of-school suspension, by providing students referred to the program with a supervised, structured environment where each student will receive behavioral counseling while staying focused on their education,  now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Paterson Board of Education approves entering into an agreement with Pilgrimage Outreach, Inc. in collaboration with The Division of Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine of the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, and the AWARE Program with Desert Counseling Clinic Inc. of Bakersfield, California, to operate the Zone Alternative Program at 449 Union Avenue, Paterson, New Jersey, for the 2002-2003 school year, in the amount of $67,254.05.

