WHEREAS,  the State of New Jersey is expected to spend over $1 billion to renovate or replace public schools throughout the cities of Paterson and Passaic,  and

WHEREAS,  the Economic Development Authority and the Department of Labor have established procedures to ensure employment and contracting opportunities for women and minorities,  and

WHEREAS,  the New Jersey School Construction Initiative, through the Department of Labor, is proposing funds for the development of a comprehensive Construction Trades Training Program for women and minorities, and

WHEREAS,  the purpose of this program is to promote training in the construction trades and provide a pool of qualified applicants for apprenticeship programs and other training opportunities in the construction industry,  now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Paterson Board of Education in collaboration with the Passaic Board of Education approves submission of a grant application on April 5, 2002, to the Department of Labor for the New Jersey School Construction Initiative in the amount of $2,817,750.00.

