A.P. African American Studies 
Mr. Morris Q. Stephens
mstephens@scsk12.org

Course Description: 
AP African American Studies is an interdisciplinary course that examines the diversity of African American experiences through direct encounters with authentic and varied sources. Students explore key topics that extend from early African kingdoms to the ongoing challenges and achievements of the contemporary moment. Given the interdisciplinary character of African American studies, students in the course will develop skills across multiple fields, emphasizing historical, literacy, visual, and data analysis skills. This course foregrounds a study of the diversity of Black communities in the United States within the broader context of Africa and the African diaspora.

Course Goals/Objectives:
As a result of this course, students will be able to:

· Apply lenses from multiple disciplines to evaluate key concepts, historical developments, and processes that have shaped Black experiences and debates in African American studies.
· Identify the intersections of race, gender, and class and connections between Black communities in the United States and the broader African diaspora in the past and present.
· Analyze perspectives in texts, data, and visual sources to develop well-supported arguments applied to real-world problems.
· Demonstrate an understanding of African societies' diversity, strength, and complexity and their global connections before the emergence of transatlantic slavery.
· Evaluate major social movements' political, historical, aesthetic, and transnational contexts, including their past, present, and future implications.
· Develop a broad understanding of the many strategies African American communities have employed to represent themselves authentically, promote advancement, and combat the effects of inequality.   
· Identify major themes that inform literary and artistic traditions of the African diaspora.
· Describe the formalization of African American Studies and new directions in the field as part of ongoing efforts to articulate Black experiences and perspectives and create a more just and inclusive future.
· Connect course learning with current events, local interests, and areas for future study.

Required Materials:
1.	One poly expanding folder (5-7) pockets with tabs
2.	Pencils, Blue / Black ink pens
3.	Highlighters
5.	School-issued device & Charger

Required Text:
Franklin J.H. and Higginbotham, E. (2022). From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans, New York, NY. McGraw Hill

Instructional Philosophy:
 Learning is a process in which students construct meaning by acquiring new concepts and extending their understanding of familiar concepts. By interpreting new information and applying skills strategically, learners connect new knowledge and understanding to what they already know, and they reorganize or adjust their understanding to accommodate the new information and ideas. For learning to be effective, students require rigorous, challenging, and differentiated instruction with the use of meaningful strategies and skills.

College Course Equivalent: 
AP African American Studies is designed to be equivalent to an introductory college or university course in African American Studies and related courses, including Africana Studies, African Diaspora Studies, and Black Studies. This AP course may also fulfill some colleges’ Ethnic Studies requirements. Moreover, given the scope of historical content covered in this AP course, which is designed for 140 class periods or the equivalent, colleges may also opt to award credit for an African American History course.
 
Prerequisites: 
There are no prerequisite courses for African American Studies. Students should be able to read a college-level textbook and express themselves clearly in writing.

Major Project: 
Students in AP African American Studies will embark on an individual project to explore four related sources on a topic of their choice and then present and defend their analysis of those sources. The project aims to deepen students' understanding of their topic and help them develop disciplinary skills. Teachers will support students as they develop their projects and can add any additional components, including additional written components, they would like to score as part of the student’s course grade. 



AP African American Studies Skills:
Skill 1/Applying Disciplinary Knowledge
Skill 2/Source Analysis
Skill 3/Argumentation

Course Topics: (Tentative)
August		Unit 1: Origins of the African Diaspora
September	Unit 1: Origins of the African Diaspora
October	Unit 2: Freedom, Enslavement, and Resistance
October	Unit 2: Freedom, Enslavement, and Resistance
November	Unit 2: Freedom, Enslavement, and Resistance
December	Unit 3: The Practice of Freedom
December	Unit 3: The Practice of Freedom
January	Unit 3: continued/The Practice of Freedom
February	Unit 3: continued / The Practice of Freedom
March		Unit 4: Movement & Debates
April		Unit 4:  Movements & Debates
April		Review for AP Test
May 2024	AP AAS End of Course Exam

Grading Scale:
A= 90-100
B= 80-89
C= 70-79
D= 60-69
F= 59 or below

Students and parents must clearly accept the fact that this is a college-level class. Accordingly, students will be expected to spend much more time in this class than they would in an ordinary class. The student needs to work on reading daily, or you will ultimately get behind, making it difficult to catch up. Students must be prepared to follow the 2024-25 AP AAS Curriculum Framework. In doing so, you must stay on top of analyzing each document. On the AP exam, you will be expected to analyze, apply, interpret, and develop defensible arguments; charts and data will be utilized to reinforce the concepts.

Class Preparation:
Students are expected to be in their assigned seats when the bell rings. Failure to abide by this will result in the student being considered tardy. Students who successfully sit for the AP examination will be exempt from the second-semester final examination. They must take a comprehensive final classroom examination if they miss the examination. The teacher will follow the OHS Student Handbook regarding tardiness.

Classroom Behavior:
This class is conducted like a college-level classroom. You are expected to participate in all activities and contribute to an environment conducive to teaching and learning.

Homework:
Homework will be part of this class. Homework, reports, and projects will be accepted late at a penalty of 10% per day (including weekends). If you have an excused absence, preassigned work is due the day you return. If you know that you will be absent, please let me know as soon as possible.

Grading:
Formative/Pre-Assessment/ (0%)
Daily Work (45%)
Notebook (10%)
Assessment During Learning (25%)
Summative Assessment (20%)

 Students with excused absences will have the number of days they were absent to make up homework, tests, or exams. Failure to make up a test within five days will result in a zero. Makeup work is your responsibility. Check Schoology early and often.
High school students tend to study independently, while college students tend to study in groups. This is a college-level class. Form study in groups! Honesty is expected in all work. Only your work will be accepted. Copying other people's homework is not studying together; it is considered cheating and will be dealt with accordingly. See the Overton High School Honor Code.

SPECIAL NOTES:
Make-up Work Policy: Acquiring make-up work is the student's responsibility. The final day a student returns to school after being absent, he or she should look for missed assignments in Schoology or ask the teacher. Make-up work must be turned in and/or submitted to the teacher upon your return. Each student needs to note that all assignments must be attempted and submitted for evaluation. After the specified time, a grade of zero will be assigned until the student has submitted the make-up assignments. Any work left when you have a substitute must be turned in by the end of the period, or you will receive NO CREDIT.



AP AAS "Late Work Policy": 
Days (1:10) will result in a 10% penalty. This policy does not apply to students/projects that are given a separate extension by the class instructor.
Assessment "retakes": While this is not Mr. Stephens’ general practice, an occasional "Test Correction" will be discriminately utilized.

Consequences for Rule Infractions: 
Students who choose to disrupt the learning environment should expect any or all the consequences specified by the OHS student handbook. Consequences are assigned based on the nature and severity of the infraction.

Disclaimer: 
Please note that this syllabus is a general course guide course and may be revised or altered during the school year due to changes in federal, state, and/or local curricular policy changes and/or the specific learning needs of individual classes.

AP Testing Clause: 
Upon registering for this AP course, your undersigned signature confirms your complete understanding of the obligation that I must take the AP African American Studies exam. I will do my absolute best to perform admirably and seriously during the aforesaid assessment. Failure to take the exam will result in you either sitting for the makeup exam or paying the late fee. If you fail to take the exam, you will lose the advanced placement weight and will be required to take the normally scheduled comprehensive semester examination.
 
Keep this syllabus in the front of your binder for future reference. By signing the form below, I will be assured that students and parents know the policies, procedures, and expectations of students in A.P. African American Studies this year. I look forward to a year of meaningful challenges and educational opportunities with all my students. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions; my contact information is on the front page of this syllabus.











—I have read and understand the A.P. African American Studies class syllabus.

Student Printed Name:  _________________________________________________
 
Student Signature:   _______________________________________________________

Date:  _______________________________________
 
Period:  _______________

Parent Signature:  __________________________________________________________

Date:  ________________________________________ 

