Syllabus : Journalism
	Instructor
	Contact Information
	Office Location & Hours

	Matthew Jones
	jonesmd2@scsk12.org
	Room 136 
Tues/Thursday, 2:30-3:00 PM



Course Description
The primary goal of any journalism program should be for students to improve both oral and written communication skills. Journalism programs should offer students the opportunity to improve speech skills, research skills, grammar usage, and interview skills, in addition to production skills for both print and broadcast media. 
This course provides a continued exploration of skills necessary in journalistic writing and desktop publishing. In addition to being actively engaged in communication skills, students will explore the nuances of journalistic ethics. This course will provide in-depth and hands-on production work related to the field of Journalism. 
Activities in this class will include production techniques for the yearbook.  

Course Expectations
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:
○ Describe the basic components of journalism
○ Show improved oral and written communication skills
○ Publish The Tracker (OHS Yearbook)

[bookmark: _Hlk78472578]In addition, students are expected to respect the following classroom norms and procedures:
○ Students will be seated and ready to work before the tardy bell rings
○ Students with comments or questions should raise their hand and be acknowledged
○ No food or drink at the computer workstations. This includes chips or candy.
○ Students will accept and complete all yearbook tasks faithfully and without complaint. I make every effort to distribute tasks fairly, but students may not always love the task they end up with. Every job is equally important. Remember, this is your yearbook and publishing The Tracker is a team effort! 

[bookmark: _Hlk78466034]Course Materials
○ Notebook/Journal 
○ USB Flash Drive
○ Pens/Pencils/Highlighters
Course Materials
Yearbook Avenue online platform for yearbook publication.

Course Schedule
Quarter One
	Week
	Topic
	Reading
	Exercises

	Week 01

	Fundamentals of Journalism
	
	Icebreaker
Staff Contract
2 Prezi Presentations

	Week 02

	Yearbook Publishing
	
	Planning the Year
Roles/Responsibilities
Ladder Diagram
Deadlines

	Week 03

	School Day Photos
	
	Activity 01
Job Assignments

	Week 04

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Elements of Design
Column Spread
Sample Layouts

	Week 05

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Theme
Cover Design/Page 1
Section Design

	Week 06

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	“Blue Out” Layout
CAPA Layout

	Week 07

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Wing Fest Layout
CAPA Layout

	Week 08

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Strings-n-Things & CAPA Layout

	Week 09
	Editing & Review
	
	Peer Editing
Revisions
9-Week Exam




Quarter Two
	Week
	Topic
	Reading
	Exercises

	Week 10

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Hispanic Heritage Day & Athletics Layout 

	Week 11

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Football Homecoming & Athletics Layout

	Week 12

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Football Homecoming & Athletics Layout

	Week 13

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Senior Portraits
Underclass Portraits

	Week 14

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Senior Portraits
Underclass Portraits
Clubs & Organizations

	Week 15

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Senior Portrait Section
Underclass Portraits

	Week 16

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Senior Portraits
Underclass Portraits

	Week 17

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Senior Portraits
Underclass Portraits

	Week 18
	Flex Week & Review
	
	Semester Exam



Quarter Three
	Week
	Topic
	Reading
	Exercises

	Week 19

	Yearbook Publishing
	
	Planning the Spring
Roles/Responsibilities
Ladder Diagram
Deadlines

	Week 20

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	Senior Picnic Layout
Faculty & Staff Layout

	Week 21

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	TBA

	Week 22

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	TBA

	Week 23

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	TBA

	Week 24

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	TBA

	Week 25

	Yearbook Publishing: Layout & Design
	
	TBS

	Week 26

	Editing & Review
	
	Peer Edits & Revisions

	Week 27
	Editing & Review
	
	Peer Edits & Revisions
9-Weeks Exam



Quarter Four
	Week
	Topic
	Reading
	Exercises

	Week 28

	Journalism & Writing
	TBA
	The Five W’s
Purpose & Audience

	Week 29

	Journalism & the News
	TBA
	News Sources
Purpose & Audience

	Week 30

	Journalism & the News
	TBA
	Current Events

	Week 31

	Journalism & the News
	TBA
	Current Events

	Week 32

	Journalism & the News
	TBA
	Current Events

	Week 33

	Journalism & the News
	TBA
	Current Events

	Week 34

	Journalism & the News
	TBA
	Current Events

	Week 35

	Journalism & the News
	TBA
	Current Events

	Week 36
	Review
	
	Final Exam



Grading Policy
Because Journalism – and specifically the publication of The Tracker – is a multifaced operation, not all students will be assigned or assessed on identical tasks. For example, one student might be tasked with a sales drive while another might be tasked with page design and layout for a specific section. Both would be grade on how well their specific task was completed, while both would receive participation grades 
Students will be assessed using rubrics based on:
○ Quality of work as described in production rubrics
○ Assessments of growth and knowledge (Quizzes & Tests)
○ Timeliness and adherence to publication schedule. 
   (Missing a deadline is one of Journalism’s gravest sins!)
○ Teamwork; Including leadership, dependability, and personal responsibility. 

Quarter and semester averages will be broken down based on the Shelby County Schools district-wide grade scale:
○ Classwork: Completion of classroom tasks and responsibilities (40%)
○ Assessments: Tests and quizzes that assess growth towards mastery (45%)
○ Projects: Adherence to yearbook roles and deadlines (5%)
○ Homework: Completion of necessary tasks outside of the class period (5%)
○ Class Participation: Good faith effort towards attendance and engagement (5%)
