Syllabus : Creative Writing I & II
	Instructor
	Contact Information
	Office Location & Hours

	Matthew Jones
	jonesmd2@scsk12.org
	Room 136 
Tues/Thursday, 2:30-3:00 PM



Course Description
Creative Writing provides opportunities for students to refine their creative writing skills and abilities beyond those developed in required English/Language Arts (ELA) courses. This course encourages students to see creative writing as a unique way of thinking, as well as a means of constructing and conveying meaning. Students are encouraged to explore and develop their own ideas. They are also encouraged to explore many different ways of conveying meaning through writing, and to see how various methods and styles vary among differing perspectives.
Through experiences in creative writing, students are encouraged to see connections between their own writing, the writing of others, and the broader world around them. Students will focus on their genre(s) of choice, although that is subject to change over the course of the school year. Students will be responsible for independently working on their chosen focus.
Weekly assignments will be posted will include readings, weekly writing assignments, discussions, and weekly journaling exercises. Students will generate a portfolio of their best work, including reflections on each selection. Students will also worth as mentors and editors within the Creative Writing Department. Students will also submit their work for contests and/or publications. 

Course Expectations
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:
○ Promote self-expression
○ Understand and explore various writing genres and styles
○ Cultivate variety in diction, sentence structure, and format
○ Develop fluency, clarity, creativity, and logical thinking
○ Write for a variety of audiences
○ Utilize the full writing process, including evaluation and revision
○ Use technology in the creative process
[bookmark: _Hlk78466034]In addition, students are expected to respect the following classroom norms and procedures:
○ Students will respect themselves, others, and classroom property
○ Students will be seated and ready to work before the tardy bell rings
○ Students with comments or questions should raise their hand and be acknowledged
○ No food or drink at the computer workstations. This includes chips or candy.

Course Materials
○ Notebook/Journal 
○ USB Flash Drive
○ Pens/Pencils/Highlighters
Note: There is no required textbook for this course. 
           Weekly readings will be assigned or chosen based on the needs of the course. 

Course Schedule
Quarter One: Creative Nonfiction & The Self
	Week
	Topic
	Reading
	Exercises

	Week 01

	Biographical Writing
	Student Choice
	Pre-Assessment
Writing Prompts
Journal Exercises

	Week 02

	Biographical Writing
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 03

	Biographical Writing
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 04

	Biographical Writing
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 05

	Autobiographical Writing
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 06

	Autobiographical Writing
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 07

	Autobiographical Writing
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 08

	Autobiographical Writing
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 09
	Flex Week & Review
	
	9-Weeks Portfolio



Quarter Two: Short Stories & The Other
	Week
	Topic
	Reading
	Exercises

	Week 10

	Character Development
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 11

	Character Development
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 12

	Short Stories
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 13

	Short Stories
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 14

	Short Stories
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 15

	Short Stories
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 16

	Short Stories
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 17

	Short Stories
	Student Choice
	Short Story

	Week 18
	Flex Week & Review
	
	Semester Portfolio




Quarter Three: Poetry & the World
	Week
	Topic
	Reading
	Exercises

	Week 19

	Poetry
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 20

	Poetry
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 21

	Poetry
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 22

	Poetry
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 23

	Poetry
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 24

	Poetry
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 25

	Poetry
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 26

	Poetry
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 27
	Flex Week & Review
	
	9-Weeks Portfolio



Quarter Four: Honing the Craft
	Week
	Topic
	Reading
	Exercises

	Week 28

	Independent Writing Project
(Genre of Choice)
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 29

	Independent Writing Project
(Genre of Choice)
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 30

	Independent Writing Project
(Genre of Choice)
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 31

	Independent Writing Project
(Genre of Choice)
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 32

	Independent Writing Project
(Genre of Choice)
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 33

	Independent Writing Project
(Genre of Choice)
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 34

	Independent Writing Project
(Genre of Choice)
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 35

	Independent Writing Project
(Genre of Choice)
	Student Choice
	Writing Prompts
Workshop Critique
Journal Responses

	Week 36
	Flex Week & Review
	
	Final Portfolio



Grading Policy
Quarter and semester averages will be broken down based on the Shelby County Schools district-wide grade scale:
○ Classwork: Completion of Writing Prompts or Independent Writing (40%)
○ Assessments: Tests and quizzes that assess growth towards mastery (45%)
○ Projects: Completed portfolio progress, by quarter (5%)
○ Homework: (minimum 4) Submission of original writing for Workshop Critique (5%)
○ Class Participation: Good faith effort towards attendance and engagement (5%)
