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American History II Duel Credit                               
Welcome to American History II Duel Credit: This will be a very busy year and our goal is to be prepared for the Duel Credit Exam at the end of the year.  

What is the difference between U.S. History and American History II DC?: 
Standard U.S. History is a class which counts for a history credit on your high school transcript.  It is a required class to graduate.  The course is an overview of United States history from Reconstruction to present day.  At the end of the year an End Of Course test is taken.

American History II DC is a class that counts as a high school credit (your mandatory US History credit) with the added benefit of counting as a college level US History credit.  To receive the college credit the student must take and pass the end of the year DC Challenge exam to receive the extra points on your GPA.  If you do not take the exam your extra points on your GPA will be stripped of the 4 quality points.  
Ex. Before the credit exam you had a 90 on your report card, plus the extra points for the DC course makes it a 94.  Miss the test and it reverts back to a 90.

Course Design: American History II DC is a challenging course that is meant to be the equivalent of a freshman college course and can earn students’ college credit.  It is a year-long course and covers everything in American History from 1863 till present day.  The pace of the course is intense and leaves no room for slacking.  Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote considerable time to study, are necessary to succeed. Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, short essay writing, and interpretation-of original documents.  Students successfully mastering the course material may earn college credit by passing the annually administered Challenge American History exam.
Course Objectives:
· Master a broad body of geographical knowledge
· Use data to support an argument or position
· Differentiate between schools of thought
· Interpret and apply data from original documents, including cartoons, graphs, letters, and other primary sources
· Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, compare and contrast
· Work effectively with others to produce products and solve problems
· Prepare for and successfully pass the Challenge exam
Course Text and Readings:
	
Textbook:	OER- online text book

Other Readings:        There will be readings assigned weekly from other sources that will be available online or a copy will be given in class.

Video and Film:     	Video clips and parts of documentaries are brought in from time to 
time in order to supplement class activities and discussions.

Class supplies:
Pencils 
Pens (multiple colors are encouraged)
binder with loose leaf paper
A box of Kleenex

Student Expectations:     Students are expected to prepare BEFORE each class.
There may be reading from the textbooks or handouts that the student should familiarize themselves with before each class. For students planning to earn a grade of “A” or “B”, a total of one to three hours of outside studying per week is minimal. Students should begin preparing now, in August, to take the Challenge Exam in May.  Students are also expected to hand in homework, do web assignments, and other assignments ON TIME (Late work will be penalized by deduction of points to be determined by the teacher), participate in class discussion and work effectively and respectfully with classmates. 

Make up work:     Excused or Unexcused work may be made up provided that the student makes a request to the teacher within 24 hours upon returning to school, and returned within one day (for each  day absent) of the request, (see student handbook)
Make up Exam’s will be given before or after school, due to the length of some, it may require 2 mornings.  Please arrange those times with the teacher.  Afternoon make ups will take approximately 1-1 ½  hours.  Please arrange this time with the teacher.

Grading Scale:
See student handbook  PLEASE remember there is a 4 point rigor point system due to the difficulty of this course.  The 4 points are added at the END of the Semester.  So to put this in perspective … BEFORE the rigor points 88 – 100 should be consider an A, 80 – 87 should be considered a B, 70 – 86 should be considered a  C.


Academic Honesty:
Cheating or any attempt to cheat is categorically unacceptable and will result in zero points with no opportunity to make it up. The consequences of the violation of the academic honesty policy of OHS can include the issuance of a failing grade. 

Assessment: 
Student's grades will be determined by quizzes, exams, essays, projects, web activities, class participation, seminars, presentations, homework, and other assignments throughout the year.  Objective tests will be discussed and reviewed in class following the test and then returned to the teacher. Students do no keep test copies or their answer sheets.    

Typed  Material:
A student may not type outside assignments, unless cleared by me for extenuating circumstances.

Behavior:
Students are expected to follow all rules and regulations as set forth in the OHS Handbook. 

Misbehavior is defined as- any word, look, action, or inaction that occurs at an inappropriate time or place, or in an inappropriate manner, whether intentional or not that disrupts the flow of teaching.

In this classroom there are four basic rules:

Be Prepared
Be Respectful
Use Appropriate Language and Voice Level
Be an Active Participant


Cell Phone Policy:

Cell phones are not allowed in my classroom. 
General Course Outline:
American History II DC is a year long course that aims to give students a college classroom experience while they master the history of the United States from 1863 till 2008.  American History II DC will take a through look at US History by examining major events and time periods by examining the themes of race and ethnicity, gender, politics and law, economic, and social and cultural events.

The curriculum is broken up into 10 historical units.

UNITS:

1: Reconstructing America
2: Industrial Capitalism, Organized Labor, and Populism
3: Imperialism and the Progressives
4: America and the World
5: Crisis of Capitalism
6: World War to Cold War
7: Second Reconstruction
8: War at Home and Abroad
9: The Return to Conservatism
10: Terrorism 

Parent Involvement, Office Hours and Conference Procedures

Although the motivation for academic excellence must come from the students themselves, the support and involvement of parents is critical to student’s academic success. Discussing reading materials, responding to student’s writing, providing enrichment materials and experiences, assisting students with the development of a focused environment for study and establishing regular scheduled hours for study are just a few of the ways parents can encourage students toward academic achievement. 

Parents can also assist students in making school attendance a priority by not scheduling activities during the school/work week and by guiding their students toward healthy lifestyles, including proper nutrition, rest and respect for learning.

I will be on campus Monday through Friday from 6:30am to 3:30pm.  Should there be a need to contact me, my school e-mail address  
	strattonn@scsk12.org

I will do my best to get in touch with you within twenty-four hours. 


Behavior Contract					                 

Parents/Guardians,	
Please read the syllabus with your student so that all the information is clear.  Please have your student return this page only with signatures and contact information by Friday, August 9.  Failure to do so will result in withholding the first quiz grade until I receive it.
I look forward to teaching your student.

Natalie Scarborough, AP Human Geography/ American History II DC


We the undersigned have read and discussed the Syllabus:
Student Name:   ________________________________
Student Signature:   ________________________________ Date: _________________

Parent/Guardian Names and Information:

________________________                              ___________________________

Phone numbers					Phone numbers
Home:							Home:
Work:							Work:
Cell:							Cell:

Email:							Email:


Parent/Guardian Signature __________________________________ Date: _________________

Comments: 


