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6-12 ELA Unit Preparation Guide August 26-30, 2024
 
	Teacher: Nancy Allen 
	Unit:  Writing a Memoir 


Purpose: The Unit Preparation Guide provides a structure that encourages teachers to think through and internalize the unit expectations. This guide only needs to be completed one time before the beginning of each unit. 
 
	Step 1: Unit Orientation 
	Step 2: Discuss the texts 
 

	Read the Unit Overview 
Preview the Texts: Whole Group/Small Group/ Independent Learning 
 
 
	What is the relationship between the texts? Each of the texts are samples of memoirs using different methods, tones, and structures. 

 

	Step 3:  Understand the Big Picture 
 
	Step 4: Understand the Task and Standard(s) Alignment 
 

	What is the topic of the Unit? Writing a Memoir/College entrance/scholarship essay
	What is the key learning for the whole group and small group performance tasks as they relate to the standards? The whole group will close read different examples of a memoir. Small groups will analyze the author’s vivid scene development using narrative techniques, characters and their relationships. Independently, students will brainstorm ideas for their own memoirs/college entrance/scholarship essays.



	Step 5: Understand how Students Show Mastery 
 

	Review the Performance-Based Assessment at the end of the unit. Identify key “look fors” that will indicate student mastery as you prepare to review student responses. 

Students will be able to recognize, define, and use narrative techniques
 
What is the key learning for the Performance-Based Assessment? Students can develop a vivid scene using narrative techniques and character development through events and relationships



	Planning Questions
	Lesson _
	Lesson _
	Lesson _
	Lesson _
	Lesson _

	
1. Read the text(s) for this lesson and answer /complete the associated questions/tasks.


	Analyzing “Chameleon”
Analysis in small groups
Parking Lot

	Memoir Brainstorm 2: Identity
	Introduction: “The Monster of King’s Island,” Vocabulary.
Begin reading as a whole group
	Complete first read, if necessary.
Begin close read analysis in small groups. 

Parking Lot

	Memoir Brainstorm: Call to adventure
Think, Pair, Share
Free write

	2. What standard(s) are the primary focus of the lesson?


	RL.KID.12.3

	W.12.2
	RL.KID.12.3
	RL.KID.12.3
W.12.2
	W.12.2


	3. Based on the objectives, what will students know and be able to do after the lesson?

	[bookmark: _Int_auhtkjEn]Students will break down characterization in the text in order to prepare for their narrative writing tomorrow. 
	Students will brainstorm ideas for their narrative writing

	Students will be front loaded vocabulary and building vocabulary skills to prep for the ACT, students will begin first read. 

	[bookmark: _Int_7WIgx7zJ]Students will break down characterization in the text in order to prepare for their narrative writing tomorrow.

	Students will brainstorm ideas for their narrative writing. 


	4. What are the most important aspects of this text and how are questions focused on them? 

Note the “Must Ask” questions that are crucial to the goal of communicating the essential understandings of the text and standard(s).  These questions should represent part of your “Checks for Understanding” during the lesson.

	What characters are presented? Why are they important? How did the narrator develop the theme of identity over the text?

	Students reflect on prompts with partners and pick 2 questions to discuss to help them think about the importance of facing their fears.


	What characters are presented? Why are they important? How did the narrator develop the theme of facing fears in a quest for adventure over the course of the text?

	What characters are presented? Why are they important? How did the narrator develop the theme of facing fears in a quest for adventure over the course of the text?

	Students reflect on prompts with partners and pick 2 questions to discuss to help them think about the importance of facing their fears.



	5. Note the areas in which students will face challenges or may have misconceptions. Note how you might respond. 

	Vocabulary has been frontloaded, so this shouldn’t be a problem.


	Ensure that students understand the goal: to explore and elaborate on an idea without concern for spelling, complete thoughts, or grammar.
Sentence stems, probing questions. 

	 Students may mis-interpret vocabulary words based on context. 
	Of all the memoir examples, this one is the shortest and, in my opinion, the easiest way for students to connect their own experiences with that of the narrator. Everyone understands being afraid of a roller-coaster, or something similar. Facing fears is a great topic of discussion, especially for seniors. 
	Ensure that students understand the goal: to explore and elaborate on an idea without concern for spelling, complete thoughts, or grammar.
Sentence stems, probing questions. 



	6. What is your literacy-based focusing activity? How does this focusing activity connect to the previous or current lesson?  
	Students will read various quotes from the text and analyze 
	Share quick writes and ask questions
	Do Now: Students will use the vocabulary words in context.

	Students will read various quotes from the text and analyze.
	Share quick writes and ask questions. 

	7. Where are the opportunities for student engagement (turn and talks, think-pair-share, etc.)? 
	Parking Lot
	Cold call, exit tickets. 
	Cold call, quick write.
	Parking Lot
	Quick Write

	8. Note the questions you could ask within the lesson to probe students’ answers and to ensure they are being precise with the evidence they are using. 
	How can identity be shaped by several factors?
How does the author use scenes to develop multiple themes?
	How can identity be shaped by several factors?
How does the author use scenes to develop multiple themes?

	How can our view of ourselves, our fears and triumphs, be shaped by several factors?

How does the author use scenes to develop multiple themes.

	How can our view of ourselves, our fears and triumphs, be shaped by several factors?

How does the author use scenes to develop multiple themes.
	Read a quote about the people and places in our lives affect who we are today. 

	9. What will serve as your literacy-based closing activity to demonstrate mastery of the lesson objective? 
	Parking Lot: what is one question you would ask the narrator?

	Share quick writes and ask questions.

	Exit Ticket: How do the author’s descriptions of his childhood in South Africa affect the reader? 
	Parking Lot: what is one question you would ask the narrator? 
	Share quick writes and ask questions.

	10. What data about student learning do I want to collect during this lesson? When and how will I check on progress or gather this data?
	I will assess students' preparation for the narrative writing. 
	Students will use their knowledge of memoirs to identify the details. 
	I will assess students' understanding of how the events in our lives as well as our fears define how we see ourselves?
	I will continue to analyze student understanding of the structure of a memoir. 
	I will assess student preparation for the narrative writing. 

	Additional Considerations
	

	If your lesson contains homework, how will you utilize the work? Will you need to send scaffolding notes home? Is there a strategy you can use to maximize homework?

	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA

	 What materials are needed to execute the lesson? 
	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided brainstorming handouts.
	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided brainstorming handouts.

	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided brainstorming handouts.

	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided brainstorming handouts.

	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided brainstorming handouts.
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