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6-12 ELA Unit Preparation Guide September 3-6
 
	Teacher: Nancy Allen 
	Unit:  Writing a Memoir 


 
	Step 1: Unit Orientation 
	Step 2: Discuss the texts 
 

	Read the Unit Overview 
Preview the Texts: Whole Group/Small Group/ Independent Learning 
 
 
	What is the relationship between the texts? Each of the texts are samples of memoirs using different methods, tones, and structures. 

 

	Step 3:  Understand the Big Picture 
 
	Step 4: Understand the Task and Standard(s) Alignment 
 

	What is the topic of the Unit? Writing a Memoir/College entrance/scholarship essay
	The whole group will close read different examples of a memoir as well as student exemplars. Small groups will analyze the authors’ vivid scene development using narrative techniques, characters and their relationships, as well as events in their lives that forced them to face their fears. Independently, students will brainstorm ideas for their own memoirs/college entrance/scholarship essays.

	Step 5: Understand how Students Show Mastery 
 

	Review the Performance-Based Assessment at the end of the unit. Identify key “look fors” that will indicate student mastery as you prepare to review student responses. 
Students will be able to recognize, define, and use narrative techniques. 
· Tackle the important task of application essay writing with confidence
· Employ narrative techniques to strengthen their writing and address a specific audience
· Communicate their best traits and skills through engaging writing 




	Planning Questions
	Lesson 8/3 (Tuesday)
	Lesson 8/4
	Lesson 8/5
	Lesson 8/6

	
1. Read the text(s) for this lesson and answer /complete the associated questions/tasks.



	Memoir Brainstorm: Call to adventure
Think, Pair, Share
Free write 
	Exemplar Memoir First read
	Exemplar Memoir Review/ analysis
	Selecting a Memoir Topic and 
Creating Scenes
Students will revisit their memoir brainstorms from previous lessons.

	1. What standard(s) are the primary focus of the lesson?


	W.12.2
	RL.KID.12.3
	RL.KID.12.3
	W.12.2

	1. Based on the objectives, what will students know and be able to do after the lesson?

	Students will brainstorm ideas for their narrative writing. 

	Students will learn the key components of a strong memoir by analyzing a student model.
	Students will learn the key components of a strong memoir by analyzing a student model.
	Students select a memoir topic, create one or more scenes, and use telling details/sensory language to develop a memoir.

	1. What are the most important aspects of this text and how are questions focused on them? 

Note the “Must Ask” questions that are crucial to the goal of communicating the essential understandings of the text and standard(s).  These questions should represent part of your “Checks for Understanding” during the lesson.

	Students reflect on prompts with partners and pick 2 questions to discuss to help them think about the importance of facing their fears.

	How did the author use imagery to reveal her perspective.

	How does the writer's use of imagery develop one or more of the memoir’s central ideas?  

Explain how the writer’s use of repetition emphasizes one of the memoir’s central ideas.
Based on this exemplar, what are three key traits of a strong memoir? -Exit Ticket

	Which entry feels the most compelling to refine into a memoir?
Which journal entry do you think best portrays a universal experience or emotion?
Do you feel comfortable writing about this topic in a classroom setting?


	1. Note the areas in which students will face challenges or may have misconceptions. Note how you might respond. 

	Ensure that students understand the goal: to explore and elaborate on an idea without concern for spelling, complete thoughts, or grammar.
Sentence stems, probing questions. 

	 Students will probably need a quick review of literary elements
	Students will probably need another quick review of literary elements. Pop Quiz.
	Some students may have avoided giving enough details in their free-writes and may struggle with this because of their lack of material to work with.
I have already included extensive comments on their drafts, including probing questions. Despite what they have or have not written. Students should know how to move forward based on my feedback.  

	1. What is your literacy-based focusing activity? How does this focusing activity connect to the previous or current lesson?  
	Share quick writes and ask questions
	Do Now: Students will identify literary elements in example paragraphs. 

	Do Now: Students will identify literary elements in example paragraphs. 

	Do now: Answer analysis questions about their previous quick writes in order to guide them towards selecting a topic.

	1. Where are the opportunities for student engagement (turn and talks, think-pair-share, etc.)? 
	Quick Write
	Students work independently or in pairs to answer deeper analysis questions about specific techniques the writer uses. 

	Students work independently or in pairs to answer deeper analysis questions about specific techniques the writer uses
	Students will complete memoir organization worksheet independently. Students discuss with their partner what they want people to know about their topic as well as key moments they could turn into a scene or scenes within their memoir.

	1. Note the questions you could ask within the lesson to probe students’ answers and to ensure they are being precise with the evidence they are using. 
	How can our view of ourselves, our fears and triumphs, be shaped by several factors?
How can our view of ourselves, our fears and triumphs, be shaped by several factors?


	What literary elements did the author use? What effect did they have on the efficacy of the memoir?
What universal emotions or experiences is the writer drawing on in this memoir?
	What literary elements did the author use? What effect did they have on the efficacy of the memoir?
What universal emotions or experiences is the writer drawing on in this memoir?
	What 3 moments could potentially turn into scenes in a memoir on this topic?
How do the authors of the previous memoirs develop themes? 
How will you develop your theme? 



	1. What will serve as your literacy-based closing activity to demonstrate mastery of the lesson objective? 
	Share quick writes.
	Exit Ticket: Give one example of a literary element used in the memoir, cite evidence.
	Exit Ticket: What universal emotion or experience do you want to portray in your memoir?
	Share ideas for memoir themes and focuses.  

	1. What data about student learning do I want to collect during this lesson? When and how will I check on progress or gather this data?
	I will assess students' participation in the activity. 
	Students will use their knowledge of memoirs to identify the details.

	Students will use their knowledge of memoirs to identify the details.

	Students synthesize their learning in order to begin to organize their memoirs. 

	Additional Considerations

	If your lesson contains homework, how will you utilize the work? Will you need to send scaffolding notes home? Is there a strategy you can use to maximize homework?

	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA

	 What materials are needed to execute the lesson? 
	Student devices, photocopies of stories, guided brainstorming handouts.
	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided first read handouts

	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided analysis handouts

	Student devices, memoir organization worksheet
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