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6-12 ELA Unit Preparation Guide September 23-27
 
	Teacher: Nancy Allen 
	Unit:  Writing a Memoir 


 
	Step 1: Unit Orientation 
	Step 2: Discuss the texts 
 

	Read the Unit Overview 
Preview the Texts: Whole Group/Small Group/ Independent Learning 
 
 
	What is the relationship between the texts? Each of the texts are samples of memoirs using different methods, tones, and structures. 

 

	Step 3:  Understand the Big Picture 
 
	Step 4: Understand the Task and Standard(s) Alignment 
 

	What is the topic of the Unit? Writing a Memoir/College entrance/scholarship essay
	The whole group will close read different examples of a memoir as well as student exemplars. Small groups will analyze the authors’ vivid scene development using narrative techniques, characters and their relationships, as well as events in their lives that forced them to face their fears. Independently, students will brainstorm ideas for their own memoirs/college entrance/scholarship essays.




	Step 5: Understand how Students Show Mastery:  September 23-26
 

	Review the Performance-Based Assessment at the end of the unit. Identify key “look fors” that will indicate student mastery as you prepare to review student responses. 
Students will be able to recognize, define, and use narrative techniques. 
· Tackle the important task of application essay writing with confidence
· Employ narrative techniques to strengthen their writing and address a specific audience
· Communicate their best traits and skills through engaging writing 




	Planning Questions
	Lesson 9/23
	Lesson 9/24
	Lesson 9/25
	Lesson 9/26
	9/27

	
1. Read the text(s) for this lesson and answer /complete the associated questions/tasks.



	“Model Application Essay 1” by Brittany Stinson 
	Sentence Study. Opening with a participial phrase 
	“Model Application Essay 2” by Anonymous (Essay) 
	Traits of a Strong Application Essay
	Culminating assignment: Planning your college application essay. 

	1. What standard(s) are the primary focus of the lesson?


	RL.12.4 RL.12.5 
	W.12.2 
	RL.12.5
	W.12.3
	W.12.5


	1. Based on the objectives, what will students know and be able to do after the lesson?

	In this lesson, students will analyze how imagery and diction develop the theme and author’s purpose. 
	In this lesson students analyze a mentor sentence from a model application essay and practice imitating the author’s syntax in sentences of their own.   
	In this lesson, students will analyze how the author’s use of structure develops meaning.  
	In this lesson, students will review the structure and parts of a well written application essay before writing their own. 
	In this lesson, students plan and draft their application essays, and then revise based on peer feedback.  

	1. What are the most important aspects of this text and how are questions focused on them? 

Note the “Must Ask” questions that are crucial to the goal of communicating the essential understandings of the text and standard(s).  These questions should represent part of your “Checks for Understanding” during the lesson.

	What do the writer’s experiences in Costco reveal about her? 
What effect does Stinson likely want the opening scene to have on the reader? 
How do the descriptions in these paragraphs contribute to Stinson's overall message about herself? 
 
	What is the purpose of a participial phrase before a comma? 
What does the clause after the comma indicate about how people feel in the moment? 
How does shortening a clause after a comma affect a sentence?  
 
 
 
 
	How does the author build suspense?
 
How does the author back up their claim that they are "capable of… maturity and resourcefulness"? 
Why does the author describe their experience as leading to “the ultimate form of my independence”? 
	What is the purpose of an application essay?
What are the characteristics of a strong application essay?
	Review: What is the purpose of an application essay?
What are the characteristics of a strong application essay?

What are traits or skills you can think of that would demonstrate that a candidate would be successful in college or a post-secondary program?

Which experience or memory sounds most interesting to you?
Which experience or memory would best demonstrate your traits?



	1. Note the areas in which students will face challenges or may have misconceptions. Note how you might respond. 

	Students may struggle to find ways to use language (diction) to highlight their good qualities for application purposes.  
	If the students are not familiar with sentence imitation, I will model this practice for them by writing one imitation sentence as a class, and then having each student write their own. This would add five minutes to the total lesson time. 
 
 
	Students may need a refresher on structure before analyzing for structure.  
	Students may not want to go to college (although this assignment is designed to build their confidence in this particular part of the application process), so we will need to explore purpose beyond writing a college essay (writing about themselves in such a way that they put their best qualities first in order to get jobs, internships, etc. 
	Students may not want to go to college (although this assignment is designed to build their confidence in this particular part of the application process), so we will need to explore purpose beyond writing a college essay (writing about themselves in such a way that they put their best qualities first in order to get jobs, internships, etc. 

	1. What is your literacy-based focusing activity? How does this focusing activity connect to the previous or current lesson?  
	Do Now: Hispanic Heritage month Author Spotlight  
 
	Do Now: Hispanic Heritage month Author Spotlight  

	Do Now: Hispanic Heritage month Author Spotlight  

	Do Now: Hispanic Heritage month Author Spotlight  

	Do Now: Hispanic Heritage month Author Spotlight  


	1. Where are the opportunities for student engagement (turn and talks, think-pair-share, etc.)? 
	Students work independently or in pairs to answer deeper analysis questions about specific techniques the writer uses 
	This lesson is primarily an I Do, We Do, You do independently lesson. I will model how to create sentences, we will answer questions together and students will write their own sentences using a participial phrase at the beginning.
	We will read the essay as a whole class. Students will work with a partner to answer the questions with the essay 
	Jigsaw: students work in groups to analyze different exemplars and discuss the purpose and traits of a college application essay.
	Students plan for their application essay by brainstorming traits and memories or experiences they want to write about with a partner.
Students independently write their first draft of their application essay. 

	1. Note the questions you could ask within the lesson to probe students’ answers and to ensure they are being precise with the evidence they are using. 
	Imagine that you are on the college admissions committee that is reviewing Brittany Stinson's application, and one of your colleagues does not want to admit her. What argument could you make in her favor? 
	 What is an adjective/adverb? Where do we put the comma? What do you notice about the clause after comma? How do syntax and punctuation add to the reader’s understanding of the opening scene?
	How can you use structure and syntax to revise your memoir into a college essay?  
What is syntax? What parts of your memoir include the parts of you that are marketable. 
	What aspects of the exemplar is the writer drawing on in this memoir?
	What are the traits of a strong memoir? How do you market yourself to a college or employer? How will you highlight your strengths? What are your strengths? 



	1. What will serve as your literacy-based closing activity to demonstrate mastery of the lesson objective? 
	Exit Ticket: What universal emotion or experience do you want to portray in your memoir? 
	Exit Ticket: Students submit their own sentences that begin with participial phrases.
	Share ideas for essays 
	Exit Ticket: What universal emotion or experience do you want to portray in your memoir?
	Exit Ticket: What information about your experience or memory will you need to include in order to fully answer the prompt?


	1. What data about student learning do I want to collect during this lesson? When and how will I check on progress or gather this data?
	Students will be able to recognize places within their own memoirs that will be useful in drafting a college entrance essay with the purpose of highlighting their own strengths 
 
	I want to see them start using these kinds of techniques in their own writing. As we continue with the writing portions of the overall lesson
	students analyze how the author’s perspective about themselves shifts over the course of the text. Students also analyze the connection between the accident that injures the author’s brother and the author’s readiness for college 
	Students will use their knowledge of memoirs to identify the details.

	Students synthesize their learning in order to begin to organize their memoirs. 

	Additional Considerations
	
	
	
	

	If your lesson contains homework, how will you utilize the work? Will you need to send scaffolding notes home? Is there a strategy you can use to maximize homework?

	NA 
	 NA
	NA
	NA
	NA

	 What materials are needed to execute the lesson? 
	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided analysis handouts 9/18 
	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided analysis handouts 9 9/19 
	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided analysis handouts 9/20 
	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided analysis handouts 9/20 
	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided analysis handouts 9
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