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6-12 ELA Unit Preparation Guide October 14-18, 2024
 
	Teacher: Nancy Allen 
	Unit:  Financing College Week

	Step 1: Unit Orientation 
	Step 2: Discuss the texts 
 

	Read the Unit Overview 
Preview the Texts: Whole Group/Small Group/ Independent Learning 
 
 
	This week students will be reviewing strategies for and taking the ACT after which they will work with each other and counselors to create FAFSA ID’s. At the end off the week we will revisit the application essay and search and apply for scholarship opportunities.

 

	Step 3:  Understand the Big Picture 
 
	Step 4: Understand the Task and Standard(s) Alignment 
 

	What is the topic of the Unit? Financing College Week
	Students will take the ACT which supplies them with options for college funding. They will create FAFSA IDs for future college funding opportunities, and we will discuss the ways in which a college entrance essay might make students a little money towards their college education as well. 








	Step 5: Understand how Students Show Mastery: October 14-18, 2024
 

	12.RL.KID.2 Determine multiple themes or central ideas of a text or texts and analyze their development; provide a critical summary.
12.RI.KID.2 Determine multiple central ideas of a text or texts and analyze their development; provide a critical summary.
ACT PREP
W.12.3 Students will be able to recognize, define, and use narrative techniques. (conclusion of the memoir/college essay lesson) 





	Planning Questions
	Lesson 10/14
	Lesson 10/15
	Lesson 10/16
	Lesson 10/17
	Lesson 10/18

	
1. Read the text(s) for this lesson and answer /complete the associated questions/tasks.


	Reviewing reading strategies for taking the ACT

	ACT
	Students will work with an advisor to create a FAFSA ID.
	Scholarships as a way to pay for school

	CHOICE BOARD: CONNECTING TO A SPECIFIC PROGRAM 

	2. What standard(s) are the primary focus of the lesson?


	RL.KID.12.3

	W.12.2
	
	RL.KID.12.3
W.12.2
	W.12.3 

	3. Based on the objectives, what will students know and be able to do after the lesson?

	Students will refresh their memories on what to expect and how to conquer the ACT reading section tomorrow.  
	Students will take the ACT

	Apply for loans and scholarships

	Students can find and research scholarships and funding for all kinds of post high school opportunities.

	In this lesson, students will practice revising 
their application essays to include details that 
connect to a specific program. [W.11-12.5 

	4. What are the most important aspects of this text and how are questions focused on them? 

Note the “Must Ask” questions that are crucial to the goal of communicating the essential understandings of the text and standard(s).  These questions should represent part of your “Checks for Understanding” during the lesson.

	What kinds of questions will there be on the ACT reading test portion? What do certain words indicate in questions? What are they really asking? 
	


	How will you pay for college? 

	Do you qualify for free money? (yes)
	What specific institution or program do you have in mind? What do you already know about it? What more do 
you want to learn? 
Visit the program or institution's website. What values, programs or majors, and specific accomplishments most 
interest you? Why? 
What key information about the program or institution would you like to connect to? 
How could you connect your traits and values to the details above? 

	5. Note the areas in which students will face challenges or may have misconceptions. Note how you might respond. 

	Students may have no knowledge of strategies, thus, group work to complete a puzzle will give them an introduction that they can remember. Ideally.


	
	That FAFSA website can be a nightmare. Students will struggle with motivation and creating a password and ID that they can remember. 
	Based on previous study of Memoir writing and the introduction to college application essays we began, students will have something to bring to the table, but they may not know  
	Students may not want to go to college (although this assignment is designed to build their confidence in this particular part of the application process), and those students will need to, instead, look for the jobs they would like to perform and practice writing a resume cover letter, similar to an application essay, highlighting their strengths.  


	6. What is your literacy-based focusing activity? How does this focusing activity connect to the previous or current lesson?  
	DO NOW: Students will answer a variety of literacy-based ACT practice questions
	
	Do Now: Students will follow directions for finding the FAFSA website

	Do Now: students will skim available scholarships that require essays on different scholarship search engines/share results
	Students work in pairs to brainstorm their qualities and traits that they can use to “market” themselves to the college or job in which they are interested. 

	7. Where are the opportunities for student engagement (turn and talks, think-pair-share, etc.)? 
	ACT reading strategies sorting game
	
	Students work with advisor to create FAFSA IDs
	Turn and talk: share findings
	Turn and talk: share findings

	8. Note the questions you could ask within the lesson to probe students’ answers and to ensure they are being precise with the evidence they are using. 
	What is the main idea? What is the purpose of the text? What types of questions will you be asked about each passage? What are the three subjects about which you will be reading? 
	
	Do you know your social security number? Do you know your parents’ information? Do you know what you want to do after high school? 

	What kinds of scholarships can you find? Do any of the scholarships seem to fit your talents? Do you see any scholarships you know you can get? 
	What are your strengths? What kinds of programs/jobs do you want to apply to? How can you shape your essay/cover letter around your best qualities while addressing your intended major/position? 

	9. What will serve as your literacy-based closing activity to demonstrate mastery of the lesson objective? 
	Students turn in their completed puzzles.
	
	Exit Ticket: Try to at least fill out the card with a working ID and Password. Take a picture of card as well. 
	Students will choose three scholarships for which to apply.
	

	10. What data about student learning do I want to collect during this lesson? When and how will I check on progress or gather this data?
	I will assess students' preparedness for the ACT reading portion of the test. 
	
	I will be able to assess students’ preparedness for big decision making in the future. 
	I want to see what they already know, how they can help each other, and whether we can get that scholarship number up at graduation.
	After completing a draft, students will need to update their drafts to show the writing process. As long as students are going through the process, they are learning

	Additional Considerations
	

	 What materials are needed to execute the lesson? 
	Sorting cards, blank tables for cards, answer key,

	Student devices
	Student devices, FAFSA ID card. 

	Student devices, list of college scholarship searches.

	Student devices, memoirs, scholarship lists
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