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 6-12 ELA Unit Preparation Guide October 21-25
 
	Teacher: Nancy Allen 
	Unit:  3 


 
	Step 1: Unit Orientation 
	Step 2: Discuss the texts 
 

	Read the Unit Overview 
Preview the Texts: Whole Group/Small Group/ Independent Learning 
 
 
	What is the relationship between the texts? We begin with Edgar Allan Poe, looking at his life and how it affected his writing. We end by looking at how the world was changing during Shakespeare’s time and how that affected his writing. 
 

	Step 3:  Understand the Big Picture 
 
	Step 4: Understand the Task and Standard(s) Alignment 
 

	What is the topic of the Unit? How do our attitudes toward the past shape our futures?  
	The whole group will read Cask of Amontillado in honor of October being spooky season. 
Then, we will transition into research and Shakespeare’s Macbeth. 

	Step 5: Understand how Students Show Mastery:   October 21-25, 2024

	Students will conduct research in order to present a strong analysis or argument that utilizes research and explicit citations. Students will begin to explore their own attitudes toward that past including the benefits or drawbacks to continuing to study Shakespeare. 



	Planning Questions
	Lesson 10/21
	Lesson 10/22
	Lesson 10/23
	Lesson 10/24
	10/25

	
1. Read the text(s) for this lesson and answer /complete the associated questions/tasks.



	Edgar Alan Poe Biography
	Edgar Alan Poe: The Cask of Amontillado 
	Introduction to Research and Shakespeare
	Introduction to Shakespear and Macbeth.  
	Senior fun day

	1. What standard(s) are the primary focus of the lesson?


	12.W.RW.10

	RL.11-12.1
	12.W.RBPK.7
	12.RL.KID3
	


	1. Based on the objectives, what will students know and be able to do after the lesson?

	In this lesson, students will write over different time frames in order to evaluate the life of a literary giant. 
	Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	I can Conduct and write short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) synthesizing multiple sources on the subject, and demonstrate a new understanding of the subject under investigation.
	I can Analyze how an author’s choices regarding the development and interaction of characters, events, and ideas over the course of a text impact meaning.
	Senior Fun Day

	1. What are the most important aspects of this text and how are questions focused on them? 

Note the “Must Ask” questions that are crucial to the goal of communicating the essential understandings of the text and standard(s).  These questions should represent part of your “Checks for Understanding” during the lesson.

	After viewing a PBS documentary of Poe’s life, students will answer questions about how his life relates closely with the themes in his stories. 
How did the tragedies in his life, his way of life, effect his writing style? What does this say about the human condition? Are we shaped by the things that happen to us? 
	How does Montressor get his revenge? How do Montressor and Fortunato know each other? How do you know? Choose a significant sentence or passage that gives the reader insight about the narrator. Describe what the passage reveals. List several words that describe the catacombs. How do these words affect the mood of the story? Find an example of each type of irony in the story. What literary devices does Poe use to create suspense?
 
	What is the Macbeth Curse? What are some of the claims made about the curse? What is the evidence? Do you agree with the evidence? Why or why not?
	What was the Renaissance? How did it affect the world? Who is William Shakespeare? Who is Elizabeth the first and her father Henry VIII? What kinds of impact did the world around him affect his writing? Were some of his choices political? Why? How? 
Why is Shakespear relevant? What kinds of themes does Shakespeare include in Macbeth? 
 
 
 
	


	1. Note the areas in which students will face challenges or may have misconceptions. Note how you might respond. 

	Many Students say that they have no memory of studying Poe, but they have definitely studied Poe. Much of this will be a reintroduction. 
	What do you know about Carnival?  Students will be frontloaded vocabulary through determining word meanings using context, word parts. 
 
	Students probably have never heard of the Macbeth Curse, nor do they really know anything about Shakespeare other than the fact that they don’t like it. 
	Students will be reticent to attempt to read Shakespeare, having already decided that they cannot. We will practice the rhythm together, and I will show them how understanding Shakespeare often comes from the way it is spoken rather than the words that are used.  
	

	1. What is your literacy-based focusing activity? How does this focusing activity connect to the previous or current lesson?  
	Do Now: Answer the question: What do you already know about Edgar Allan Poe  

	Do Now: Determining meanings of words through context.  

	Do Now: Begin researching the curse. Take notes on your findings. 

	DO NOW: Should literature of the past be rewritten in today’s language? Why or why not? 

	Play mini Golf

	1. Where are the opportunities for student engagement (turn and talks, think-pair-share, etc.)? 
	Students help each other recall the brief introduction we had on Friday.  
	Turn and talk, think pair share, as we are reading and answering the questions in the next sections
	Students can turn and talk to share their findings. 
	Jig Saw: Students will work in groups to present information about the Renaissance, Shakespeare’s life, The Globe theatre, and the lasting impact of Shakespeare.  
	 

	1. Note the questions you could ask within the lesson to probe students’ answers and to ensure they are being precise with the evidence they are using. 
	The questions during the film are basic responses to check for understanding as they watch. The questions after the film require them to delve deeper into the themes of Poe.  


	 How do literary elements help the author build suspense? In an informative essay, explore several literary elements that Poe uses in “The Cask of Amontillado” in order to create a thrilling short story. Be sure to use examples of literary elements that are present in the story,
	What is the claim of the author? What kind of evidence can you provide? How do you know? What is your conclusion? What does precise language mean?  
	What was the reformation?  Who was Henry the VIII? Who did Shakespeare write for? What was the theatre like? Where did the wealthy sit? Where did the commoners sit? What kinds of stories did Shakespeare write? What do his themes have in common with contemporary themes? 
	


	1. What will serve as your literacy-based closing activity to demonstrate mastery of the lesson objective? 
	Exit Ticket: Students turn in their guided questions. 

	Exit Ticket: Students submit their responses to the analysis questions for the text. 
	Exit Ticket: Short paragraph with evidence summarizing the Macbeth Curse. 
	Exit Ticket: Students create one question they have about reading Shakespeare, Studying the Renaissance, or whether or not knowing these things is still relevant. 
	Putt Putt


	1. What data about student learning do I want to collect during this lesson? When and how will I check on progress or gather this data?
	Based on their responses to the video, I will be able to see which students have a basic understanding of Poe and his themes, and those who will probably be confused afterwards. 
	I want to see that students are able to read and analyze a text, what they know about theme, etc. 
	This is a way to see what students know about incorporating research into their writing. 
	I will definitely gather data about students opinions on older works of literature, how do they relate history to literature if at all?  
	

	Additional Considerations
	
	
	
	
	

	 What materials are needed to execute the lesson? 
	Student devices, photocopies of questions. Promethean board. 9 
	Student devices, photocopies of stories, and analysis questions./19 
	Student devices, QR codes for sources, handouts to complete.  
	Student devices, photocopies of memoirs, notes, Promethean board. 
	Student devices, photocopies of stories, chart paper, guided analysis handouts 9





	October 21-25
	
	



image1.png




