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6-12 ELA Unit Preparation Guide November 4-8
 
	Teacher: Nancy Allen 
	Unit:  3 Facing the Future Confronting the Past

	Step 1: Unit Orientation 
	Step 2: Discuss the texts 
 

	Read the Unit Overview 
Preview the Texts: Whole Group/Small Group/ Independent Learning 
 
 
	 Macbeth

	Step 3:  Understand the Big Picture 
 
	Step 4: Understand the Task and Standard(s) Alignment 
 

	What is the topic of the Unit? Facing the Future Confronting the Past
	This week students will be engaging in two reading standards. The first part of the week will focused on building scaffolds to aid students in the next standard which is the read and understand works of literature with poignant and stylized language (William Shakespeare)








	



Step 5: Understand how Students Show Mastery: November 4-8 

	12.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literature throughout the grades 11-12 text complexity band proficiently, which a gradual release of scaffolding at the higher end as necessary.
12.RL.CS.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings and language that is stylistically poignant and engaging.
11-12.RL.CS.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning the structure of specific parts of a text contribute to its overall structure, meaning, and aesthetic impact.
11-12.RL.IKI.7 Evaluate the topic, subject, and/or theme in multiple diverse formats and media, including how the version interprets the source text.




	Planning Questions
	Lesson 11/4
	Lesson 11/5
	Lesson 11/6
	11/7
	Lesson 11/8

	
1. Read the text(s) for this lesson and answer /complete the associated questions/tasks.


	Begin reading Mabeth Act 1
	DLD; students not in school
	Finish Reading Macbeth 
Act 1
Begin Macbeth Act 2

	Finish reading Macbeth Act 2
	Watch Macbeth Act 1 and 2 to compare media   

	2. What standard(s) are the primary focus of the lesson?


	12.RL.CS.5
	
	12.RL.RRTC.10
12.RL.CS.4
	12.RL.RRTC.10
12.RL.CS.4
	12.RL.IKI.7

	3. Based on the objectives, what will students know and be able to do after the lesson?

	Students will read Macbeth Act 1 after viewing multiple media versions scenes of Act 1 Scene 1 and discussing how the play has been adapted. 

	 
	Students will finish reading Macbeth Act 1 and begin Act 2

	Students will finish reading Macbeth Act 2

	Students will watch Act 1 and 2 of Macbeth and compare media.  

	4. What are the most important aspects of this text and how are questions focused on them? 

Note the “Must Ask” questions that are crucial to the goal of communicating the essential understandings of the text and standard(s).  These questions should represent part of your “Checks for Understanding” during the lesson.

	What does the text say? What does it 
leave unsaid?
What inferences do you need to 
make?
What details lead you to make your 
inferences?
What is the action of the play? What is the subtext? What is subtext? What is action? 
What are the differences between each adaptation? What are the similarities?
	
	What does the text say? What does it 
leave unsaid?
What inferences do you need to 
make?
What details lead you to make your 
inferences?
What is the action of the play? What is the subtext? What is subtext? What is action? 

	What does the text say? What does it 
leave unsaid?
What inferences do you need to 
make?
What details lead you to make your 
inferences?
What is the action of the play? What is the subtext? What is subtext? What is action? 

	How does Macbeth in performance change your understanding of the play after reading it? Is it easier to understand? Do you understand every word? Does that make it difficult to understand?  

	5. Note the areas in which students will face challenges or may have misconceptions. Note how you might respond. 

	Students will be frontloaded pertinent vocabulary via the Do Now.  Students will watch different adaptations of ACT 1 Scene 1 to show the flexibility of Shakespeare’s plays, further advocating for his relevance. Students will listen to the first act read out loud while reading along with the “No Fear Shakespeare” version.

	
	Students will struggle with the vocabulary and syntax in Shakespeare’s plays. Students will be frontloaded with tools and tips for deciphering the language of Shakespeare as they read. 
	Students will answer TDQs as they listen to the play to ensure they are following the most important plot points. 
	Students will be given guiding questions as they watch. Students will answer questions about the action rather than the language. 

	6. What is your literacy-based focusing activity? How does this focusing activity connect to the previous or current lesson?  
	Do Now: 
Vocabulary Nearpod Slide
Translation activity handout 
	
	Do Now: Translation activity handout
	Do Now: Vocabulary Worksheet

	Do Now: Quick Quiz on Acts 1 and 2

	7. Where are the opportunities for student engagement (turn and talks, think-pair-share, etc.)? 
	Think, pair, share: answer questions about each scene.

	
	Students work in pairs to decipher specific passages from Macbeth
	Think, pair, share: answer questions about each scene.

	This is a “you do independently” part. 

	8. Note the questions you could ask within the lesson to probe students’ answers and to ensure they are being precise with the evidence they are using. 
	Why do you think Macbeth chooses to open the play with witches? What is the tone and how does the author set it? Who is more ambitious? Macbeth or Lady Macbeth? Etc.

	
	What is ambition? What makes us feel guilty? What is the meaning of life? What do you think is the tone of Macbeth? How does this inform your understanding of the action? 
	What is ambition? What makes us feel guilty? What is the meaning of life? What do you think is the tone of Macbeth? How does this inform your understanding of the action?
Who is more ambitious? Macbeth or Lady Macbeth? Etc.


	What do you notice about the scenery? What do you notice about the actors? What are some things that can be done in a film but cannot be done easily onstage? 

	9. What will serve as your literacy-based closing activity to demonstrate mastery of the lesson objective? 
	Students submit their guided questions.

	
	Exit Ticket: Recite the line from the Nearpod before you can leave 
	Exit Ticket: Submit TDQs
	Students submit their guided questions.

	10. What data about student learning do I want to collect during this lesson? When and how will I check on progress or gather this data?
	Can students answer basic questions about Act 1 of Macbeth?

	
	Can students answer basic questions about Act 1 and 2 of Macbeth?

	Can students answer basic questions about Act 2 of Macbeth?

	Students will be answering questions comparing reading the work to watching the work, thus I will be looking for comparing and contrasting language.

	Additional Considerations
	
	

	 What materials are needed to execute the lesson? 
	Student devices, Textbook
	
	Student devices, Textbook

	Student devices, Textbook

	Student devices, Promethean board, film version of Act 1 of Macbeth. 
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