MENDENHALL

MIDDLE SCHOOL

205 Willoughby Boulevard

Greensboro, NC  27408

Phone: (336) 545-2000

Fax: (336) 545-2004

This Student Planner belongs to

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _____________

Telephone: _________________________________________________________________

My Schedule for 2019-2020
      

Teacher/Subject


Room



Time 

HR ______________________________________________________________________________

1st _______________________________________________________________________________

2nd _______________________________________________________________________________

3rd _______________________________________________________________________________

4th _______________________________________________________________________________

5th _______________________________________________________________________________

6th _______________________________________________________________________________

2019-2020  SCHOOL CALENDAR
August 26



FIRST DAY FOR STUDENTS

September 2



Labor Day Holiday
September 25



Interim Reports

October 9



Optional Teacher Workday

October 25



First Grading Period Ends (GP 43)
October 28



Mandated Teacher Workday

November 11



Veterans Day Holiday

November 27-29



Thanksgiving Holiday
December 3



Interim Reports

December 23-January 2


WINTER BREAK

January 3



Optional Teacher Workday 
January 17



Second Grading Period Ends (GP45)

January 20



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
January 21



Mandated Teacher Workday (I-1)

February 17



Mandated Teacher Workday (I-2) 

February 24



Interim Reports

March 26



Third Grading Period Ends (GP46)

March 27



Mandated Teacher Workday

April 6-10



Spring Break for Students 
April 13




Optional Teacher Workday (I-3)

May 4




Interim Reports
May 25




Memorial Day Holiday

June 5




LAST DAY FOR STUDENTS (GP43)
June 8




Mandated Teacher Workday (I-4)
June 9




Optional Teacher Workday (I-5)

June 10




Optional Teacher Workday 

Vision
At Mendenhall Middle School, our vision is to create an environment that fosters opportunities for all students to become caring and productive citizens who celebrate diversity, utilize a growth mindset, and are college or career ready.

Mission
At Mendenhall Middle School, we will provide opportunities for success by:

•  teaching all students a rigorous curriculum
•  holding high expectations

•  scaffolding learning to meet individual needs while

•  fostering the development of the whole child based on students’ interests and talents.
All students will be proficient 21st century graduates who are college or career ready.

Beliefs

At Mendenhall Middle School, we believe ALL children can learn! We strive to encourage our students to do their very best in all endevours. We believe that we must set agood example for our students. Our staff expects students to respect themselves and all individuals encountered. We expect the following:

                                                                             Respect yourself and others


                      Own your behavior

                                                                             Choose to be honest

                                                                             Keep a positive attitude

                                                                                      ROCK on!

WELCOME FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
Dear Mustang:

Welcome to Mendenhall Middle School for the 2019-2020 school year! We are glad you are here and know that you will help continue the Mendenhall tradition of pride and excellence. This agenda is an important part of your success; if you use it properly it will help you plan your work, set priorities, and keep track of deadlines.  
We believe in your ability to be successful and are committed to supporting your endeavors. A good school is one where the teachers and staff show up every day and work hard for the good of the students.  A great school is one where the teachers and the students show up every day and work hard for the good of everyone.  It is our expectation that your teachers will help you grow academically and also help you become responsible citizens and leaders.  We expect you to work at these things as well.  We believe in you and offer the following advice to help you have a great year:

· Become a part of our community and participate in the many extracurricular activities, clubs, and sports that help make Mendenhall Middle the great school it is.
· Come to school on time, prepared, and ready to be engaged. 

· Say thank you, please and I’m sorry.  Using the language of kindness can make all the difference to a student or teacher who is having a rough day.

· Ask for help.  You can come to any adult in this school if you are having a problem and we will try to find a way to get you the help you need.

· Don’t let a day go by where you don’t ask at least one question in every class.

It is going to be a great year to be a Mustang.

WELCOME FROM THE PTA
Greetings 2019-2020 Mendenhall Mustangs!

Your PTA welcomes you to another great school year at Mendenhall.  It is our belief that Mendenhall students, families, faculty and staff are the best in Guilford County and that together we can accomplish anything!  There is already so much to be proud of here, Mendenhall has a long history of rigorous academics, championship sports teams, devoted teachers and a diverse and caring student body.  The school and PTA have worked together to make improvements which make everyday a great day to learn at Mendenhall!  

At Mendenhall, we expect our students to put forth their very best effort toward achieving goals.  Our PTA is no different.  We need each and every family to become active within PTA in order to accomplish our goal of supporting our students, staff and school to the best of our ability.  It has been documented time and again that students who succeed have parents or guardians that get involved.  PTA is your chance to provide that success for your student.  Join PTA; attend one of the many informative meetings, which are held throughout the year, volunteer in whatever way you can.  This is your school and your efforts are needed, appreciated and make a difference! 

At Mendenhall, we are a community that cares.  We work together, and we achieve together.  PTA is so honored to be a part of this community.  We wish you a great school year and look forward to seeing the wonderful accomplishments that this year will bring!

Mendenhall PTA
ACADEMIC INFORMATION

Grading Scale
90 -100
A

80 -  89
B

70 -  79
C

60 -  69
D

59 and below
F

Incomplete
I

Report Cards

At the end of each grading period, students will be issued their report card.  Parents should sign it and return the report card to the homeroom teacher on the follow school day.  When the student returns the original report card, the teacher will give them a copy to keep. If a parent has any questions about the report card, he/she should request an appointment with the teacher.

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION

The Guilford County Schools attendance policy is described in the Guilford County Schools Student Handbook.  Your attendance at school is directly related to your academic success. 
TARDIES

Tardies to School

A student is tardy to school at 8:10am; a warning bell rings at 8:08am. Students who are tardy must have their driver come into the Main Office and sign in with the student. Students who are tardy but who are not accompanied into the Main Office by their driver will not be permitted to go to class until a parent is contacted.

Students who are morning bus riders are not considered tardy if their bus arrives late. However, students are required to sign in at the Main Office before reporting to class unless directed otherwise.

Tardies to Class

Students are expected to arrive on time to each class and to lunch. Students who arrive late to a class or lunch without a pass from the teacher who kept them late will be counted tardy; do not go to the Main Office or to a teacher’s classroom to get a pass if you are late without a reason. The following tardy policy applies to all students but may be altered by teams/teachers.

1st Tardy
Warning by Teacher

2nd Tardy
Parents will be called by Teacher

3rd Tardy
Parents called by Teacher; After School Detention (Teacher Assigned)

4th Tardy
Office Referral

ABSENCES
Student attendance at school is directly related to their academic performance. If a student reaches 5 absences, an attendance letter will be generated by the Data Manager and the School Social Worker, mailed to the student’s home, and placed in the student’s cumulative folder. 
Documentation
Students who return to school after an absence must bring to their Homeroom teacher documentation of the reason for their absence; absence notes may be verified by the Main Office. Family vacations are unexcused absences. 
Missed Assignments
Students are responsible for collecting assignments missed during their absence. If an absence is planned, students should request work from the teacher several days prior to the first day of the planned absence. Students have 3 school days from the last day of their absence to make up missed assignments.
After School Activities 
Students who are absent from school may not participate in after school activities taking place on the day of their absence. School-sponsored field trips do not apply to this policy.
Checking Out Early 
Students will only be released to persons who 1) are on the student’s list of approved family/friends and 2) who present a valid form of ID when checking out the student. Students should remain in class until they are called by the Main Office to be picked up, even when the student knows someone is coming for them at a specific time. Due to dismissal traffic, early check-out will end at 2:45pm. Students must remain at school until 11:35am to be counted present for the day.   
Illness at School 
Students who become ill while at school should report to the Main Office so that appropriate steps to address the illness can be determined. Students should not remain out of class without reporting to the Main Office; doing so will result in the student being considered skipping class.
Perfect Attendance Award 
Mendenhall recognizes Perfect Attendance during the first 3 grading periods and for the entire school year. Students with Perfect Attendance have no tardies to school (late buses do not count against Perfect Attendance) and have not been absent for any portion of a school day.
Riding a Friend’s Bus

If a student wishes to ride a bus home with a friend, that student’s parent must write a note to the school granting permission for the bus change. The note should be dated, should include the full name of the student riding a different bus as well as the full name of the friend, the bus #, and a working phone number where the parent can be reached for verification. Students must bring the note to the Main Office first thing in the morning so permission can be verified and a note for the bus driver can be generated by administration. Please note: Riding another bus without prior approval from parents, front office, and the respective bus driver, is considered a trespassing offense and the School Resource Officer (SRO) will be notified. 

Leaving Campus
Once a student has arrived on school property during the school day, s/he becomes the responsibility of the school.  Any student who comes on the campus must have special permission from the proper school authority before leaving.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Articles Prohibited at School
A detailed list of items prohibited at school can be found in the GCS Student Handbook. If at any time a teacher requests a student surrender an item, the student must surrender the item; not doing so may result in administrative disciplinary action. Students who bring prohibited items to school subject themselves to disciplinary action and, potentially, legal action as determined by the School Resource Officer.
Cell Phones/Electronics/Tablets
Students are not permitted to have cell phones (including texting) or any other electronic devices in the classroom during the hours of 7:45 am until 3:10 pm except for school-issued laptops being used for instructional purposes.  If a student chooses to bring a personal electronic device to school, including a cell phone, he or she does so at their own risk. Cell phones that are spotted by faculty/staff and/or cause a distraction in the classroom will be confiscated, locked in the office, and returned only to parents/guardians. All cell phones should be TURNED OFF and placed in book bags and secured in lockers at the beginning of the school day prior to homeroom.
The following consequences regarding portable electronic devices are in compliance with Rule 27 b) of the 2019-2020 Guilford County Schools Handbook (pp. 38-39): “Prohibitions on the Use of Cellular Phones and Other Electronic Devices - Use of any Portable Electronic Device (PED) for middle school students, examples of which include but are not limited to cellular phones and iPods, during the school day, meaning from five minutes prior to the first tardy bell to five minutes after dismissal, is strictly prohibited.” If a student is observed with these devices, whether they are being used or not (cell phones in pants pocket included), the device will be confiscated for a period of time as described below. Please note that confiscated devices will only be released to a PARENT/GUARDIAN.
• 1st Offense: Confiscation and Returned Same Day - The student’s electronic device will be confiscated and secured in the front office “vault”. Item will be returned the same day to a parent/guardian. Parents will be notified by the teacher confiscating the device.
• 2nd Offense Overnight Confiscation: The student’s electronic device will be confiscated and secured in the front office “vault”. The item will be held for an OVERNIGHT period of time. The item can be picked up by a parent/guardian after this period of time. 

• 3rd Offense 5 Day Confiscation: The student’s electronic device will be confiscated and secured in the front office “vault”. The item will be held for a FIVE DAY period of time. The item can be picked up by a parent/guardian after this period of time. 

• 4th Offense 5 Day Confiscation and 1 Day ISS: The student’s electronic device will be confiscated and secured in the front office “vault”. The item will be held for a TEN DAY period of time and the student will serve 1 DAY IN ISS (In-School Suspension).The item can be picked up by a parent/guardian after this period of time. 

• 5th Offense 10 Day Confiscation and 3 Days ISS: The student’s electronic device will be confiscated and secured in the front office “vault”. The item will be held for a TEN DAY period of time and the student will serve 3 DAYS IN ISS (In-School Suspension).The item can be picked up by a parent/guardian after this period of time. 

Students are expected to follow the guidelines for laptop use included in the Student Agreement for Use of Electronic Mobile Devices. Consequences for Cellular Phone and Other Electronic Devices violations will be in accordance with 2019-2020 Guilford County Schools Student Code of Conduct.
.
Assembly/Concert Manners

Assemblies are a regularly scheduled part of the curriculum to promote pride and school spirit, to recognize the accomplishments of Mendenhall’s students, and to provide alternate educational and enrichment experiences for students. Assemblies also provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate the best of what Mendenhall has to offer. Students who misbehave in assemblies will be asked escorted out and further discipline may follow.

Athletics
Students in grades 6, 7, and 8 are eligible to participate on school teams if they were in attendance 85% of the time and passed 75% of their core subjects in the semester immediately prior to the semester of participation (6th grade students may not participate in football).  Students must also meet local promotion standards set by Guilford County Schools.  Students must have a physical examination and parental permission before they can begin practice. Guilford County Schools will assess a $45 fee for students who participate in sports at any time during the school year; students may qualify for financial assistance with this fee. Additional details regarding the sports fee can be found on the GCS website, the MMS website, and in the MMS Front Office.
Authority of Staff
The administrators and teachers of this school are vested with legal public authority.  All persons must, upon request, identify themselves to proper school authorities in the school building, on school grounds, or at school sponsored events.  Refusal on the part of the student to respect this authority shall be considered insubordinate conduct and suspension may result.

Backpacks 
Students should have soft-sided backpacks (no wheels) that will fit in the lockers.  
Books
Teacher issued textbooks are the responsibility of the student.  Students are accountable for books assigned to them.  If the book is lost or damaged, it is the responsibility of the student to whom the book was assigned to pay for the damages or loss.  
Buses
At the beginning of school, students will be asked to give their homeroom teacher their bus number. Office personnel must approve all bus changes.  

Behavior on a bus obviously must be excellent at all times if the driver is to concentrate fully on driving.  The drinking of beverages, eating, smoking, spitting, yelling, the use of profane or vulgar language, the throwing of objects, hitting other students, lighting matches, extending arms and head out windows, and moving from seat to seat cannot be tolerated and can result in the suspension of bus riding privileges.  The administrators are charged with the responsibility of enforcing these regulations.  Video cameras may be used on all buses to record behavior of students. Please note: Riding another bus without prior approval from parents, front office, and the respective bus driver, is considered a trespassing offense and the School Resource Officer (SRO) will be notified. 
Care of School Property
We hope you share our pride in Mendenhall Middle School and will at all times help keep all parts of the building, equipment, and grounds at their best appearance.  Students are responsible for the proper care of all books, supplies, and furniture supplied by the school.  Students who disfigure property, break windows, or do other damage to school or personal property or equipment, will be required to pay for the damage that is done or to replace the item.  Disciplinary action will be taken for willful acts of damage or destruction of property.

Change of Address or Phone
It is very important for emergency and administrative reasons that every student maintains an up-to-date address and phone record at the school office.  Please notify the school immediately in the case of a change of address, change of home phone number, and/or work phone number.  Two forms of documentation must be provided.
Counselors
Counseling services are a part of the total school program.  A primary goal of the counselors is to get to know each student.  In order to achieve this goal, counselors may schedule classroom, small group, and/or individual sessions with students periodically during the year.  Students may request to see their counselor by completing the online form or by asking their teacher to contact Guidance to determine whether a counselor is available.  Every effort is made to see the student the same day or the following day.  Students may also be referred to their counselor by parents or school staff.  Counselors are available to work with parents who may schedule appointments by calling 545-2000.

Dress 
Students are encouraged to dress in a manner guided by safety, cleanliness, and decency.  Decency implies that the a student’s attire will reflect the common values of the greater Mendenhall community and be in accordance with Guilford County Schools Dress Code (please see the GCS Student Handbook). Specifically,

· Pants and jeans with rips/tears/holes ABOVE a student’s fingertips must not allow skin to be visible. Leggings or other clothing must be worn beneath these pants. Pants with rips/tears/holes below a student’s fingertips are acceptable.
· Tank tops less than three fingertips in width, halter-tops, shirts with spaghetti straps, pajamas, bedroom slippers, and shirts that expose midriffs are not allowed at Mendenhall Middle School.  
· Biker shorts and short shorts are not allowed.  Shorts or skirts should be no shorter than fingertip length, even when leggings are worn underneath.  
· Boys’ shirts should not be longer than fingertip length.  
· Wearing tinted glasses is permitted indoors only with a written statement from a physician.  
· Hats and other head attire may not be worn in the building by either boys or girls except for religious reasons.  
· Undergarments should not be visible at any time.
· Students are to have on belts if pants cannot stay up on the hips.  
· Clothing that advertises alcoholic beverages or other controlled substances and clothing with obscene, insulting, or insensitive remarks or pictures (even if implied) will not be permitted.  
· Students who are inappropriately dressed will be asked to call a parent to bring more appropriate school attire.  Other disciplinary action will result if the problem is severe or repetitive.
Arriving at School
STUDENTS ARE NOT SUPERVISED AT SCHOOL BEFORE 7:45 A.M. AND SHOULD NOT ARRIVE BEFORE THEN.  From 7:45 a.m. to 7:55 a.m., students are expected to remain in designated areas:

7th & 8th grade = Main Gym
6th grade = “A” building, lower commons area

Supervisory personnel will be on duty beginning at 7:45am in the designated areas and in the cafeteria.  The teachers deserve the respect of all students and their directions are to be followed.

Students who eat breakfast at school should report to the cafeteria prior to reporting to their designated area or to their classroom.

Field Trips
Permission slips will be sent home for parents to sign before any student can be taken on any school sponsored educational trip.  If the signed form is not returned by the given date, the student will not be able to go on the trip.

Fire and Tornado Drills
Fire and tornado drills are held throughout the school year.  Remember these basic rules for fire and tornado drills:  (1) Check the instructions and map posted in each classroom; (2) Walk and move quietly to the designated area.  In real tornado disasters, electricity often goes out and there is a need for changing student locations due to the path of a tornado, so complete quiet is necessary so that everyone can hear.

Guilford County Student Code of Conduct

The Guilford County Board of Education has adopted a Code of Conduct for the students in the Guilford County School System.  A copy of the code of conduct will be given to each student on the first days of school.  The homeroom teacher will review the code and answer any questions that you may have.  It is the responsibility of each student to read and be aware of these rules.  Students and parents should sign and return the form in the back of the book after reading its contents.

The Mendenhall staff recognizes its responsibility to provide each student with an opportunity to receive an education and to provide an atmosphere, which is conducive to learning.  Our students also share this responsibility.  No student has the right to interfere with this opportunity by his/her actions, poor manners, or lack of consideration of other people.  All rules apply on the school grounds, at bus stops, on buses, and at any event where our school is represented regardless of location.  Students who do not fulfill their responsibilities will be dealt with fairly but firmly to protect the rights of all students and staff.
Immunizations/New Students

North Carolina Law GS 130-87 mandates that schools have on file for each student a summary of his/her immunizations.  This record should be presented at time of enrollment.  If the record is not available on that date, parent/guardians have the responsibility to get this record on file within thirty days of the child’s enrollment date.  Failure to do so will result in automatic suspension from school until this record is on file.

Insurance
Student accident and dental insurance is offered at the beginning of the school year; the school acts as a service agency only.  The school receives no proceeds for this service and is not responsible for claims.  For convenience, claim forms may be obtained in the school office.  All claims should be sent directly to the insurance carrier.  Insurance coverage for students is the responsibility of the parent.

Injuries
Students should report accidents that result in injury at the time the accident happens.  If a student is injured at school, he/she should get a note from the teacher and report to the clinic.  The clinic volunteer, the school nurse, or the secretary will determine the extent of the injury.  In cases of severe injury, the administrative team will be notified and the parent will be contacted immediately.  Please make certain the student knows how to contact a parent every school day.  Be certain they know the parent’s work number and cell phone number.  Current address and phone numbers are very important.

Lockers

A locker and lock are provided for each student.  It is important that you use only the locker and lock assigned to you.  Do not reveal your locker combination to anyone.  Students are also cautioned not to leave the lock combination on the final digit or leave the lock open.  Students may use only school issued locks. PERSONAL LOCKS ARE PROHIBITED! Any personal locks will be removed by the administration. Locks may be replaced for $5.00.  Students are expected to assume full responsibility for the security of their lockers.  Any locker problems should be reported to the homeroom teacher. Remember that lockers are school property and school authorities search lockers at any time without notice, without student consent, and without a search warrant.

Lost and Found

The lost and found items are kept in the main office.  Students should give any found articles to the office or their teacher.  Textbooks and/or library books will be returned to the subject teacher or to the Media Center.  
Meals

Students have the option of bringing lunch or purchasing food in the cafeteria.  Each student is assigned a lunch number that he or she must use each day when going through the line.  This number should be kept confidential.  Student behavior in the cafeteria should be based on courtesy and cleanliness.  All food and drinks should be eaten in the cafeteria.  Students are expected to pick up their own trays and to put all trash in the appropriate containers.  

Students may pay for meals in advance or as they go through the serving line.  Prepayment for school meals may be made by the week, month, semester, or school year.  If a student is absent, refunds will not be made, but prepayment balances will be credited to the next week.  If a student transfers to another school in the Guilford County school district, the prepayment balance will be transferred to the new cafeteria account.



Paid

Reduced    *Prices are subject to change for the 2018-2019 school year
Breakfast 


Students 

$1.00

$.00
Adults 

a la carte
Regular Lunch
Students 

$2.85

$.40

Adults 

a la carte
Meal Charge Policy and Procedure Information

“It is the Guilford County Schools’ belief that students learn better when they are well fed. Hunger can lead to nervousness, irritability, disinterest in the learning situation and a shortened attention span. Therefore, no elementary or middle school student will be deprived a meal because the student did not have his/her meal money. A student’s parent(s) or guardian(s) will be responsible for repaying School Nutrition Services (SNS) for all charged meals. Further, Federal policy (FNS Instruction 791-1) prohibits the withholding of meals and milks from a child as a form of discipline/punishment. There will be no charging of meals or a la carte sales for high school student or adults.”

The amount that may be charged for school meals will be limited to $19.25. Letters will be sent home to parents and guardians when a balance is due. Payment is due within five days of notification. When charges reach $19.25, students will be served an alternative “complimentary” meal until the balance is paid. A call will be placed to the parent or guardian to inform them of the amount and calls will continue until the charges are paid. After a student receives five alternative breakfasts or lunches, the school nutrition manager will advise the principal. The school counselor, social worker or ESL teacher will make contact with the parent or guardian. Charges incurred by the children of GCS employees will be collected through payroll deduction if not paid. At the end of each day, the school nutrition manager will generate a report of the charges and determine which students have reached the limit and are to receive alternative meals. The report will be provided to teachers. If a student who should receive an alternative meal is served a regular breakfast or lunch, the cost of the meal will be added to the student’s outstanding charged meal balance.
Medication
Any medication to be taken at school must be accompanied by a form filled out by the doctor stating the name, type of medicine, and the times at which it must be taken. This form can be obtained in the Main Office.  All medications are to be left with the front office.
National Junior Honor Society

To be eligible for membership consideration, students must have a cumulative grade point average of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale.  Additionally, potential members must meet high standards of leadership, service, citizenship, and character.  Leadership is based on the student’s participation in community or school activities, or election to an office.  To meet the service requirement, the student must have been active in service projects at school or in the community.  Citizenship is measured by the student’s participation in civic-related organizations and/or activities.  Character is measured in terms of integrity, behavior, ethics, and cooperation with both students and faculty Detailed information will be made available for interested students.
Out-of-School Suspensions
Students placed under suspension by a principal will be responsible for work missed during such suspension.  Students who are suspended for ten days or fewer shall be provided an opportunity to take any quarterly, semester, or grading period examinations missed during the suspension period.  
If a student has an out-of-school suspension, s/he cannot participate in any after-school activity during the entire period of the suspension.  This includes dances, athletic events, intramurals, club meetings, etc.  

Parent-Teacher Conferences
Planned parent-teacher conferences are vital to a student’s progress.  These conferences should be planned in advance.  Parents may call teachers at 545-2000 and leave a message or contact the teachers by email.  If a parent wishes to meet with the entire Core team, one of the team teachers will return the contact to arrange a time for the conference.

Physical Education

Physical education students are required to “dress out” for class.  Proper shoes and uniform are required.
Preparation for Class
Each student must take working materials to class—paper, pencil, book, laptop, materials, gym clothes, musical instruments, etc.  Be prepared for class!  Even though many teachers do so at their own expense, it is not the responsibility of any teacher to provide these materials.

Private Lessons

Students will not be excused from class to take private lessons in art, music, or other private lessons.

Receiving Messages and Articles at School

In case of an emergency, parents may send a message to a student by calling the office.  Messages will be screened.  When it is necessary for parents to bring articles to school, they must bring them to the front office and an assistant, or someone will take the article to the student.  Parents are not to go directly to the classroom.

Remaining After School
Because of security and safety, students need to be under a staff member’s supervision at all times. All students are expected to be off campus by 3:30 p.m. unless they are with a teacher for a prearranged purpose. Students are to make transportation arrangements with their parents before coming to school.  Members of athletic teams, clubs, etc., should report to assigned teacher and stay with that teacher until they are picked up from school.

Restricted Areas
The following areas are off limits to students:  teachers’ workrooms, faculty bathrooms, clinic (without a signed agenda giving permission), hallways during class (without a signed agenda giving permission), and any faculty member’s desk or records.

School Assignment
Each student enrolled in Guilford County Schools is assigned to the elementary, middle, or high school serving the attendance area in which the student's parent(s) or court-appointed guardian/custodian lives.  Each student also has the option of applying for admission to a magnet program.  Address and telephone changes should be submitted to the school at the time they occur.  Parent(s) or court-appointed guardian/custodian should present appropriate address verification at the time of moving.  If the parent(s) or court-appointed guardian wishes for the student to finish the remainder of the school year at the school, a Request for Reassignment Form must be completed and submitted to the Student Assignment Office.  The request will be honored so long as the student has no attendance or behavior problems.

School Dances

The PTA sponsors student dances throughout the year.  Dances are held after school at announced dates.  There will be one evening dance for eighth grade students only.  Students must have a permission form signed by their parent/guardian in order for them to attend the dance.  This must be done prior to the day of the dance.  Parents must pick up students from dances promptly or the student may forfeit his/her right to attend the next dance.

Snow Days
The decision to close or delay school will be announced to the media, posted on the GCS web page (www.gcsnc.com), and on the school system’s cable access television channel (2).  The police or schools should not be called for this information.  If school opens at the normal time, the GCS Communications Office will make no announcement.  If inclement weather occurs after the school day has begun, a decision regarding early release will be made as quickly as possible.  No school activities including games, practices, rehearsals, performances, shall take place when school is closed for inclement weather.
Student Hallway Passes
Students are not to be in hallways without a pass from a teacher. What is utilized as a hallway pass will be left to the teachers’ professional discretion (e.g., a written note, a lanyard with the teacher’s name on it, etc.).  NO STUDENT IS TO BE OUT OF CLASS WITHOUT A HALLWAY PASS WITH A TEACHER’S NAME ON IT. Students should plan to use the restrooms at their scheduled time. Students with physical needs that necessitate frequent restroom visits should provide a note from a doctor.

Student Activities

Activities are an integral part of school.  They provide an opportunity for exploration in areas of interest outside the classroom.  There are a number of organizations that students may choose to join.  However, it should be remembered that success is not measured by the number of activities in which a student participates, but rather by the quality of his/her participation in each.  It is hoped that every student will participate in at least one activity besides his/her regular schoolwork and will lend his/her support to all of them.  

Student Council

The purpose of Student Council is to promote citizenship, school spirit, and student activities.  Student Council representatives must have a good attitude, abide by all school regulations, promise to attend meetings, agree to complete all work missed during meetings, and agree to participate fully in Student Council activities.

Telephones
Emergency phone calls may be made from any phone in the building with staff supervision.  Emergencies are situations that have arisen during the school day.  Arrangements that could have been made the night before are not considered emergencies.  Any arrangements for after school transportation, staying for ball games, etc. must be made before you come to school.  

Visitors
By order of the Guilford County Board of Education, visitors to Mendenhall Middle School are required to secure permission from the school office before visiting any point in the building other than the office, and before contacting any teachers, students, or custodians.  Any visitor should go directly to the school office.  Students are urged to consider this rule carefully and to refrain from inviting visitors to the campus for social contact.  Permission will not be given for students who are not enrolled in Mendenhall to attend classes or visit during the school day.

Withdrawing or Transferring to Another School

Parents should discuss any plans to withdraw or transfer to another school with their guidance counselor.  A student wishing to withdraw or transfer to another school must go through a check-out procedure.  All books must be turned in, and any fees or fines must be cleared in order to leave the school in good standing.  
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