Name _______________________________					Date _________________
Life Science Advanced Course Description 2016-2017
              Ms. Kosky ckosky@paulding.k12.ga.us
School Phone: 770-505-3700

Advanced content students are expected to have a strong work ethic, intellectual curiosity, and initiative. They are expected to maintain behavior that is consistent with the school and classroom policies that promotes a safe and optimal learning environment. Throughout the year, students are expected to maintain an 80 or above average in all advanced content courses, and passing grades in all other classes. Students are expected to be self-motivated, responsible for their own learning, ask for help when needed, and have good study habits. 

Advanced Class Structure: Class structure and academics are designed to plan challenging, thought-provoking, research based curriculum and learning for students. Examples include the following:
· Current event/research articles· Independent study
· Performance tasks
· Homework: review & practice
· Models/Analogies
· Case studies
· Various assessments
· Choice boards
· STEM/STEAM Integration
· Laboratory activities


· Cross-cutting concepts 
· Partner and group work
· Student assessment analysis & reflection
· Research papers/projects/presentations
· Warm-ups
· Journal writing
· Unit/concept mapping
· Student & teacher conferencing 

Advanced Units: Organization of Life (cells & body systems, genetics, and classification), Interdependence of Life (biomes and ecology), and Evolution.

Resources used in the classroom: Technology, Textbooks (rarely used, but a CD can be checked out upon request), Coach Books, Science World Magazines, Online Resources, etc. 

Remind: This is a program that teachers will use to text you important classroom information and reminders. Please sign up for email or text reminders ASAP.

Class Participation & Preparation: It is important to participate in class discussions, warm-ups, questioning, and to make connections between life science concepts and real-life problems and solutions. Therefore, it is required that students come prepared to class each day with the following:
· Warm-up notebook
· Folder & notebook paper (class notes and homework)
· Pens & pencils
· Colored pencils/scissors/glue stick

Tutoring: Tutoring sessions and schedule differ from teacher to teacher, but all students are welcome to attend any open session for any of the 7th grade science teachers. Please see classroom webpages for specifics.						     
Grading Policy: Grades will be based upon a student’s mastery of the Georgia Standards of Excellence for each unit, which will be evaluated using a variety of assessments.  
60% - Summative Assessments (evidence of mastery): This may include – tests, projects, culminating activities, performance tasks, research papers, etc. *Tests are weighted slightly more than projects and will impact the grade more than a project. Plagiarism on any assignment will result in a zero. 															 ______ Parent Initial 
40% - Formative Assessments (progressing towards mastery): This may include – class activities, check points, quizzes, writing assignments, and observations

Late Work: Formative assignments may be turned in one day late with a 10 point reduction, and if more than one day late will result in a zero for the assignment. Summative assignments may be turned in up to three days late with a 10 point reduction for each day late.		                             ______ Parent Initial		                       			  

Work habits and Conduct: Students are evaluated academically, by their work habits, and conduct in class:
•The components of work habits include: promptness, preparedness, organization, participation, task completion, following directions, and showing initiative.
•The components of conduct include: following school and classroom rules, policies, and procedures, and appropriate classroom behavior, i.e. no excessive talking, stealing, destruction of property, etc.

Behavior Management Plan: Please refer to the student handbook for the behavior management steps that will be followed in class.

Attendance: If the student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to inquire about missed work. Students must also follow the make-up policy outlined in the student handbook for completing missed assignments.													 _____ Parent Initial
Parents and Students Staying Informed:
1. Use class websites to stay up to date with daily class work and homework.
2. You can see your grades online! Infinite Campus allows parents and students to see what their grades are in all subjects, grades on individual assignments. Students are encouraged to look up their grades once a week. If you don’t have computer access I can write the current grade in their agenda upon request.
3. Please provide your email address in the space below. I will send home emails as needed for individual students, but will primarily use Remind for quick communication about class. 
4. If you don’t have access to email or the internet, that’s ok! You can reach me by phone before or after school or set up a parent conference.

Items that would help our class:Classroom Needs

	
	Copy paper - white
	Dry erase markers

	
	Copy paper – variety of colors
	Dry erase erasers

	
	Construction paper
	Pencils

	
	Boxes of tissue
	Colored pens (red, green, & purple)

	
	Hand sanitizer
	Band-Aids




I have read and understood the course content description for Advanced Life Science.

Student’s Signature: __________________________________________ 	Date: ____________________
Parent’s Signature:___________________________________________  	Date:_____________________
Parent’s Email: ___________________________________________________________________________


[bookmark: _GoBack]This syllabus is subject to change to meet the individual needs of all students.
