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	WORD
	DEFINITION

	atom
	Smallest piece of an element that keeps its chemical properties

	proton
	Particle in the nucleus of an atom with a positive charge

	neutron
	Particle in the nucleus of an atom with no charge

	electron
	Particle orbiting the nucleus of an atom with a negative charge

	nucleus
	Dense, central core of an atom (made of protons and neutrons)

	orbit / electron cloud
	Path an electron takes around the nucleus


	shell
	A shell is sometimes called an orbital or energy level.
Shells are areas that surround the center of an atom.
 

	atomic mass
	The mass of an atom, equal to the number of protons and neutrons in the nucleus.

	atomic number
	The number of protons in the nucleus and electrons in the electron cloud

		Symbol
	Refers to the one- or two-letter abbreviation for a chemical element



		Refers to the one- or two-letter abbreviation for a chemical element




	element
	One of the basic substances that are made of atoms of only one kind and that cannot be separated by ordinary chemical means into simpler substances

	compound
	When two or more different elements chemically combine.

	molecule
	Two or more identical elements chemically combine (includes CO2 and H2O).

	Pure Substance
	A substance that cannot be broken down or separated by physical means (includes elements, compounds)

	Reactants
	The substances that react in a chemical reaction. Found on the left hand side of the equation.

	Products
	The substances that are produced in a chemical reaction. Found on the right hand side of the equation

	Law of conservation of mass
	The statement that in chemical reactions, the total mass of the reactants equals the total mass of the products.

	Law of conservation of matter
	The principal stating that matter is not created or destroyed during a chemical reaction.

	Mixture
	Two or more substances physically joined. Can be separated.

	Homogeneous mixture
	A mixture that is uniform (same) in composition throughout (water).

	Heterogeneous mixture
	A mixture that is made of different substances that remains physically separate.

	Solute
	A substance that is dissolved into another. Sugar dissolved in water, sugar is the solute.

	Solvent
	A substance that dissolves a solute. Sugar dissolved in water, water is the solvent.

	Solution
	A homogeneous mixture of two or more substances.



