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AMESBURY SCHOOL COMMITTEE

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES                                
AMESBURY HIGH SCHOOL

JANUARY 15, 2013
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Present at 7:00 p.m. were Thatcher Kezer, Chair, Debra LaValley, Stanley Schwartz, Bonnie Schultz, Gale Hanshaw, Tom McGee, Peter Hoyt, Michele S. Robinson, Superintendent of Schools and Jonah Einson, Student Representative. 
I.
CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR MEETING

The Chair called the regular school committee meeting to order.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Ms. Hanshaw.
II.
COMMENTS BY VISITORS, DELEGATIONS

None.
III.
PRESENTATIONS

NEASC Update – Elizabeth McAndrews

Ms. McAndrews, Dean of Students/Activities, updated the School Committee


with the status of the preparation for the visit of the accreditation team who

will evaluate the high school in seven standards of performance.  The team

will arrive on Sunday, May 5th, at which time an Open House will be held at AHS 
to welcome them to Amesbury.  The team will follow an extremely rigorous schedule 
that will end on Wednesday, May 8th.  Right now there is an AHS team working on the 
Self-Study that is due to the Chair of the visiting team approximately 4 to 6 weeks prior 
to their visit.  The team will send a report on their observations to NEASC with a 
recommended status.


Ms. McAndrews emphasized that it will be very important to show community


support throughout the whole visit.  Ms. Schultz suggested that all parent groups


be asked to attend the open house and volunteer to sit on one of the committees


that deals with parental and community support.  Ms. LaValley suggested that the


City Council members be contacted as well so that they are present at the Open


House as well as participate on one or more of the committees.  Ms. McAndrews


stated that she will keep the School Committee informed up to and during the


reaccreditation process.

IV.
 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS


A.
Assistant Superintendent Report


Ms. Farrell shared the FY14 budget timeline with the committee:


Tuesday, February 5th will be the initial draft presentation followed



by workshops on, 2/7 2/14, 2/21.  These workshops will take place at 5:30 p.m.



in the AHS library.  March 4th will be added if needed and March 21st


will be the Public Hearing.  On April 2nd the School Committee will



approve the budget and on April 4th the FY14 Budget will be given



to the Mayor.  Dr. Robinson and Ms. Farrell have spoken to the



principals and other cost center managers to provide data in order



to begin the process of putting the budget together.
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Ms. Farrell met with Lt. Ouellet of the Amesbury Police Department to plan for 


the upcoming monthly school safety meeting.  Ms. Farrell talked about trying to 


find grant monies to purchase walkie talkies.  Ms. LaValley suggested that the 


National School Board Association may have some information on their website 


that could be useful.


B.
Superintendent’s Report


Dr. Robinson reminded the committee that there is a draft of next year’s



school calendar in their packets.  This 13-14 school calendar will be voted



on at the next school committee meeting.  She also addressed the training



coming up on Thursday afternoon on the new superintendent evaluation



tool.



The superintendent stated that the subject area committees made up



of teacher leaders and other representatives are working on curriculum.



An inventory of science materials is in process and items are being 



distributed to the appropriate schools based on the curriculum.



The Special Education staff is continuing their transition from the E-SPED



software program to X-2 software.



Ms. LaValley suggested that Lt. Ouellet of the crisis plan committee determine



if there is a district-wide need for equipment that could be addressed. 
V.
ITEMS FOR APPROVAL OR EARLY CONSIDERATION
A. Approval of Minutes

Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve the minutes dated January 3, 2013. Unanimous, Yes, Student Rep., Yes.

B.
Business


1.
1st Reading Policy BCE Subcommittees of the School



Committee




Ms. Hanshaw explained the highlighted changes that the subcommittee




added to this policy.  It will go for a second reading at the next school




committee meeting.

C.
Warrant



1.
$237,612.12

(1/10/13)

Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Ms. Hanshaw to approve the warrant dated January 10, 2013  in the amount of $237,612.12.  Unanimous, Yes.
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VI.
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

A.
Subcommittee Reports


1.
Budget/Finance Subcommittee – Mr. Schwartz



Mr. Schwartz had no report as the subcommittee did not meet.


2.
Policy Subcommittee – Ms. Hanshaw
Ms. Hanshaw stated that the subcommittee will meet again

on January 24th.


3.
Personnel Subcommittee – Mr. McGee



Mr. McGee reported that this subcommittee spoke prior



to the school committee meeting about establishing a




goal.  They plan on discussing the functions of the Central




Office at their next meeting.
B.
Communications

1.
Student Advisory Council – Jonah Einson


Jonah stated that the council met last Wednesday.  They are


working on the items that Ms. McAndrews spoke about in



her presentation at the beginning of this meeting.  Each grade


level has different topics for the curriculum work.  The Student



Council is sending letters to Sandy Hook Elementary School 



to express their sorrow for their loss.  The sophomore class is 


holding a spaghetti dinner as a fundraiser.  A dance was held last



Friday that the students really enjoyed.  The Regional SAC



met last Friday.  Two women from the DESE spoke to the



students about the new teacher evaluation tool.


Ms. LaValley updated the committee on an NSBA announcement


that details work they are doing with the Federal Relations



Network.  This organization along with NSBA urges members



of Congress to make public education a priority.  More than



700 school board and state school boards association leaders will 



gather in Washington, DC to urge Congress to allow more flexibility



and school board input into the U.S. Department of Education’s



decisions and provide federal funding to strengthen school



safety.
VII.
FUTURE MEETINGS AND AGENDA ITEMS


1.
Special Education Facilitators Update (2/5/13)



2.
Joint Training on Evaluation Tool MASC (1/13)



3.
Mid-Year Review of School Committee Goals (1/28/13)



4.
2013-2014 School Calendar (2/5/13)



5.
School Choice Vote (4/2/13)



6.
Day on the Hill (4/30/13)



7.
NSBA Conference (4/12 to 4/15)
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VIII.
PRESS CONFERENCE
 None.

IX.
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Mr. Schultz to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m., Unanimous, Yes.





Respectfully Submitted,






Tom McGee, Secretary
Amesbury Public Schools Mission Statement

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
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