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SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES                                
AMESBURY HIGH SCHOOL

OCTOBER 16, 2012
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Present at 7:00 p.m. were Thatcher Kezer, Chair, Debra LaValley, Stan Schwartz, Bonnie Schultz, Gale Hanshaw, Tom McGee, Peter Hoyt, Michele S. Robinson, Superintendent of Schools and Jonah Einson, Student Representative. 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Mr. Schwartz.  The Chair recognized City Councilor, Allen Neale, in the audience.
II.
COMMENTS BY VISITORS, DELEGATIONS

None.
III.
PRESENTATIONS
IV.
 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS


A.
Director of Assessment and Accountability Report


None.

B.
Superintendent’s Report


Dr. Robinson read aloud the names of all of the seniors who were


recipients of the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship for their



high scores on the MCAS tests.  There were also two students



who received Presidential Scholar awards from Northern Essex



Community College.



Ms. LaValley gave an update regarding the upcoming presidential


election on November 6th.  All voting will take place in the high



school cafeteria.  Citizens may use any available space in the



parking lot. For those people who are not familiar with the



configuration of the high school, there will be an updated site map 



showing where the best parking spaces will be in order for people



to access the closest point in the building.  Students do not have



school on November 6th as it is a teacher’s professional development



day.  There will be volunteer students helping to direct voters



to the best place to park and there will be signage outside and inside



the building.  In case of inclement weather conditions, voters will



be directed to the closest entrance to the back of the school.


At this time (7:10 p.m.) there was an earthquake.  The Chair turned



the meeting over to the Vice Chair so that he could speak to 



Emergency Management and other City departments regarding



any possible damage from the earthquake.
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V.
ITEMS FOR APPROVAL OR EARLY CONSIDERATION

The Chair returned to the meeting at this time.

A. Approval of Minutes

Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve the regular minutes dated October 2, 2012. Unanimous, Yes. Student Rep., Yes.

B.
Business


1.
Vote on Business Position



The Chair summarized the process for filling the vacant position



of Business Administrator.  The position was advertized on School




Spring and a screening committee was formed to go through the




applications and set up interviews.  The last individual interviewed



was the only candidate that the screening committee sent to the




school committee for an interview.  The school committee interviewed




Deirdre Farrell, Assistant Superintendent for Business and Human




Resources Administration, for the Newburyport Public Schools.




At the conclusion of the interview the school committee voted to




enter into executive session to discuss terms for employment. Ms. Farrell 



requested to keep the title she currently holds in Newburyport, the school 



committee agreed.  She was offered a three year contract beginning at 



$129,000 and she agreed to take less vacation and sick time to keep her 



contract in line with current Amesbury administration.




Mr. Schwartz stated that he would abstain from voting because he




thought that the process to hire Ms. Farrell moved too fast for him




to vote for the appointment.  Ms. Hanshaw stated that she would




abstain also because she was unable to attend the meeting and 




participate in the interview.  Several members expressed their



excitement for the district’s good fortune in obtaining an individual




for this important position who is a seasoned professional with the



ability to step right into the job.


Motion by Ms. Schultz seconded by Mr. Hoyt to accept the recommendation of the Superintendent to employ Deidre Farrell as our new Assistant Superintendent for Business and Human Resources Administration.  Vote:  5 Yes, 2 Abstain (Schwartz and Hanshaw).




The Mayor reported on the earthquake information he received from 



Emergency Management and the Fire Chief.  The epicenter of the




quake was in Maine and was 4.5 in magnitude.  No damage had been




reported.
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2.
2nd Reading Policy IJ Instructional Materials



Ms. Hanshaw explained that this policy was not



yet in the policy manual but it was a policy that




was recommended by the MASC.  


Motion by Ms. Hanshaw, seconded by Ms. Schultz to approve Policy IJ Instructional Materials on the second reading.  Unanimous, Yes, Student Rep., Yes.




2nd Reading Policy IJJ Textbook Selection/Adoption



Ms. Hanshaw explained the proposed changes to the




policy.  The changes were mainly changes in the title



Curriculum Director which is no longer used.


Motion by Ms. Hanshaw, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve Policy IJJ Textbook Selection/Adoption on the second reading.  Unanimous, Yes, Student Rep., Yes.



3.
Acceptance of Gift of $1,500 for AMS Scholarships



Mark and Diana Cote made a personal donation in the amount



of $1,500 to be used equally as scholarships toward the trip




to Disney World and Camp Bournedale for students with




financial need.  The members of the school committee expressed



their thanks for this generous donation.


Motion by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Ms. LaValley to accept the donation of $1,500 for the Amesbury Middle School scholarships from Mark and Diana Cote.  Unanimous, Yes.



4.
MASC/MASS Resolutions Vote



It was suggested that Mr. McGee read the MASC/MASS Resolutions



aloud as he will be the school committee’s representative to the Delegate




meeting at the conference.  The committee thought it sufficient to read




the Resolution and skip to the Rationale for the resolution.  They also




agreed to read them all and have one vote for all five resolutions.


Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Mr. McGee to accept all five resolutions as proposed. Unanimous, Yes, Student Rep., Yes.
C.
WARRANT









Motion by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Ms. Hanshaw, to approve the warrant dated,
October 18, 2012 in the amount of $383,652.45.  Unanimous, Yes.
VI.
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

A.
Subcommittee Reports


1.
Budget/Finance Subcommittee – Ms. LaValley




The next meeting will be on November 5th at 6 p.m.
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2.
Policy Subcommittee – Ms. Hanshaw
Ms. Hanshaw stated that the subcommittee will meet on
Thursday, October 18th.



3.
Personnel Subcommittee – Stanley Schwartz



Mr. Schwartz reported that the subcommittee reviewed the



changes to the Personnel Report since the last meeting.




He talked about the possibility of making changes to




this subcommittee at the organizational meeting in January.




He thanked everyone on the negotiation team on the




evaluation tool for their hard work.
B.
Communications

1.
Student Advisory Council – Jonah Einson



SAC has only had one meeting.  Kevin Kish will be



coming to a meeting to ask what the students think




about the new food offerings and system in general.




Members of SAC will be helping on the election




day as well as National Honor Society members.




He also reported on the Regional SAC meeting.




They are looking at 21st century skills; job interview




skills, computer software.  Skills that are not




covered while preparing for MCAS.




Mr. Hoyt commented that there are people at the table



who are parents of students or recipients of the John




and Abigail Adams Scholarship. The committee and 



community were reminded that Monday night will be 



the AEFI Evening of Giving from 6 to 9 p.m. at the 



Ale House.  Tickets are $25.




The Mayor announced that the City has received




70 calls regarding the earthquake but no reports of




damage.  He also announced that because we did



experience a frost that killed most of the




mosquito population, the ban on early evening




practices or games has been lifted.  People should




continue to take precautions and use bug spray




with DEET and wear long sleeves and long pants.




The Athletic Director will be providing further




information on the athletic schedule.




Ms. LaValley congratulated the soccer team as




state CAL champs.  Mr. Hoyt asked to hear a report 



on the classrooms that have been piloting the iPADs.
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VII.
FUTURE MEETINGS AND AGENDA ITEMS

1.
MASC/MASS Conference (11/7, 8, 9/12)

2.
Amesbury Academy Presentation (11/5/12)

3.
Quarterly Report and Transfers (11/5/12)

4.
School Improvement Plans Elementary (12/4/12)

5.
School Improvement Plans Secondary (12/18/12)


6.
Superintendent’s Award (11/20/12)


7.
Principal’s Award (11/20/12)


8.
iPAD Pilot Program at CES (11/20/12)


9.
Student Advisory Council Attendance (12/4/12)
VIII.
PRESS CONFERENCE
 None.

IX.
EXECUTIVE SESSION


None.

Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Ms. Schultz to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. Unanimous, Yes, Student Rep., Yes.






Respectfully Submitted,






Tom McGee, Secretary
Amesbury Public Schools Mission Statement

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
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