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SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES                                
AMESBURY HIGH SCHOOL

OCTOBER 2, 2012
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Present at 7:00 p.m. were Thatcher Kezer, Chair, Debra LaValley, Bonnie Schultz, Gale Hanshaw, Tom McGee, Peter Hoyt, Michele S. Robinson, Superintendent of Schools and Jonah Einson, Student Representative.  (Absent: Schwartz)

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Ms. Schultz.  
II.
COMMENTS BY VISITORS, DELEGATIONS

None.
III.
PRESENTATIONS
IV.
 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS


A.
Director of Assessment and Accountability Report


Lyn Griffin, Director of Assessment and Accountability gave a PowerPoint


presentation on the results of MCAS scores.  Ms. Griffin spoke about


overall district scores as well as individual school Levels.  Amesbury Middle



School is now a Level 2 school.  The other three schools are Level 1.



If a school district has one Level 2 school, they are considered a Level 2



district.  AES MCAS scores increased and they are now a Level 1 school,



as is CES.  Further study of student achievement will be done in order



to come up with a plan that will help to improve the scores in the middle school.



Ms. Griffin also spoke about the new scoring process the DESE is using


in place of calculating AYP.



The summary of the breakdown given by Ms. Griffin shows that Amesbury


students are doing well, and in most instances better than the state average.

B.
Superintendent’s Report


Dr. Robinson presented the quarterly report for the Greater Lawrence Educational



Collaborative (GLEC).  



The Superintendent reported that it had been a very busy two weeks.  She



thanked the high school and middle school faculty, staff and students for their 


attendance and excitement at the Fireball Run.  She said that everybody had a 


great time despite the rain.



The “Be a Buddy, Not a Bully” campaign had its kick-off on Monday,



October 1st.  Dignitaries spoke at the schools and the students listened



attentively.



The new Educator Evaluation Tool has been distributed and it is a



project that administrators, faculty and staff will be working on.
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The Mayor said that the Chamber did a great job on the Fireball Run.



It showed great effort by a lot of people.  Paramount Pictures will be



creating a movie.  One of the event members said that Amesbury



has blown away all of the other places they have stopped by.  The



enthusiasm of the high school and 8th grade students was amazing.



Ms. LaValley applauded the Superintendent, administration and the



rest of the community for their presence and excitement.  Jonah Einson



stated that it was great that the weather didn’t dampen the enthusiasm



of the high school students.  Mr. Hoyt was also applauded for his


participation in both the Be a Buddy, Not a Bully and the Fireball



Rally efforts.  Mr. Hoyt said that the school department has met strategic



measures.  Chief Gagnon pulled a surprise at each school and the



behavior of the students was excellent.

V.
ITEMS FOR APPROVAL OR EARLY CONSIDERATION
A. Approval of Minutes

Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve the regular minutes dated September 18, 2012. Unanimous, Yes.

B.
Business



1.
1st Reading Policy IJ Instructional Materials



Ms. Hanshaw explained that this policy was not



yet in the policy manual but it was a policy that




was recommended by the MASC.  It will be on the




next agenda for a 2nd reading.




1st Reading Policy IJJ Textbook Selection/Adoption



Ms. Hanshaw explained the proposed changes to the




policy.  It will be on the next agenda for a 2nd reading.



3.
Vote on the Educator Evaluation Tool



Ms. Schultz asked the Superintendent if this was just the



first phase of the new evaluation process.  Dr. Robinson 



confirmed that it was. 




Mr. McGee thanked Mr. Hoyt, Mr. Schwartz and Dr.




Robinson as well as the teachers who brought so much to the




table.  Ms. Schultz asked what is next in this process.




The DESE is continually giving out deadlines for certain




phases to be complete.


Motion by Mr. McGee, seconded by Ms. Schultz to accept the new Educator Evaluation Tool.  Unanimous, Yes.
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C.
WARRANT









Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mr. Hoyt, to approve the warrant dated,
October 4, 2012 in the amount of $342,522.39.  Unanimous, Yes.
VI.
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

A.
Subcommittee Reports


1.
Budget/Finance Subcommittee – Ms. LaValley




Ms. LaValley reported that Mr. Jack gave out the quarterly



report that will be voted on at the next school committee meeting.




Mr. Jack had reported to the subcommittee that the company




who had the lowest bid on replacing the condensation tank was




disqualified for not bidding on the appropriate tank.  The bid




proposed by Wilson Welding for $55,500 was accepted by the




subcommittee.


Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Ms. Hanshaw to accept the bid in the amount of $55,500 from Wilson Welding to replace the condensation tank at the middle school.  Unanimous, Yes.




The actual replacement will take place during the Christmas




break so students and staff will not be without heat




in the building.  Mr. Jack has filed for an extension to the




deadline on the End of the Year Report.  The subcommittee




asked for Choice numbers.



2.
Policy Subcommittee – Ms. Hanshaw
Ms. Hanshaw stated that the subcommittee met on 9/27/12
and that they continue to work through the policy manual.


3.
Personnel Subcommittee – Stanley Schwartz
Mr. McGee stated that this subcommittee will meet prior to the
next school committee meeting on October 16th.

B.
Communications

1.
Student Advisory Council – Jonah Einson



Jonah told the committee that it would be difficult to put the



school newspaper online as a .pdf but that the council will




discuss it again.  They had their first meeting and spoke about




athletic fundraising being exempt from the lottery and they




spoke with Mr. Gearin again as well.  Jonah is on the executive




committee of the state’s advisory council.  There are ten students




in the state on this committee.  They meet with legislators to try




to work things out that are of concern to students.




Mr. Hoyt extended an invitation to visit the Cable TV station




at the high school on Thursday, October 4th from 6-8 in their
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studio at the high school.  The Mayor will speak and Russ Munroe




will be on hand as the Executive Director.  There will be refreshments




provided by Phat Cats.  ACT is a non-profit organization and it is a



great asset we have for student learning aided by Cable employees




Tony Noon and Pat Clifford.




Ms. Hanshaw applauded the walkers for the Jeannie Geiger Crisis




Center.  She said there were at least 500 walkers.




Ms. LaValley asked the Mayor how long the ban on evening athletics




would be as it may be having some financial impact on athletic




ticket sales.

VII.
FUTURE MEETINGS AND AGENDA ITEMS

1.
MASC/MASS Resolutions (10/18/12)


2.
MASC/MASS Conference (11/7, 8, 9/12)

3.
Amesbury Academy Presentation (10/18/12)

4.
School Improvement Plans Elementary (11/5/12)

5.
School Improvement Plans Secondary (11/20/12)


6.
Superintendent’s Award (11/20/12)


7.
Student Advisory Council Attendance (12/4/12)
VIII.
PRESS CONFERENCE
 None.

IX.
EXECUTIVE SESSION


The Chair announced that under Open Meeting Law (Chapter 30A Section 21) (a) the committee would be going into executive session and will not return to open session but will
convene from the executive session.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  KEZER, YES; LAVALLEY, YES; SCHULTZ, YES; HANSHAW, YES; MCGEE, YES; HOYT, YES.






Respectfully Submitted,






Tom McGee, Secretary
Amesbury Public Schools Mission Statement

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
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