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SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES                                
AMESBURY HIGH SCHOOL

SEPTEMBER 18, 2012
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Present at 7:00 p.m. were Thatcher Kezer, Chair, Debra LaValley, Stanley Schwartz, Bonnie Schultz, Gale Hanshaw, Tom McGee, Peter Hoyt, Michele S. Robinson, Superintendent of Schools and Jonah Einson, Student Representative.

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Ms. Hanshaw.  
II.
COMMENTS BY VISITORS, DELEGATIONS

None.
III.
PRESENTATIONS

A.  
Superintendent of Essex Agricultural High School, Roger Bourgeois



Superintendent Bourgeois passed out some updated literature about the


combining of two schools, Essex Agricultural High School and North



Shore Vocational Technical High School.  The new school will be



called Essex North Shore Agricultural and Technical High School.



This project is expected to be completed in 2014.  His presentation



was followed by a question and answer session with the full



committee.
IV.
 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS


A.
Superintendent’s Report


Dr. Robinson thanked Barbara Leary, AHS Math Teacher and Yearbook


Advisor, for taking pictures of the school committee for ID badges and



for the AHS Yearbook.



Maureen Szymczak, Interim Director of Student Services, was introduced.



Ms. Szymczak thanked the Superintendent for inviting her back because she



so enjoyed her previous service to the Amesbury Public Schools in the



same position, prior her retirement.  She noted that with the addition of



a Special Education Facilitator at each school building, the Student



Services Department will be a success.



The Superintendent stated that the school department has hired several

            new teachers who have gone through a successful induction program are 



continuing their induction with a talented team of mentors and teachers.



The Fireball Run will take place on September 28th downtown.  Students


will be participating in welcoming the drivers 11:45 to 12:45. There will 


be more information going home to parents. The kick off date for Be a Buddy, 


Not a Bully will be October 1st.  Wrist bands will be given out at all schools.  


The AEFI fundraising event, “Autumn Evening of Giving” will be held on 


October 22nd.
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Lowell’s Boat Shop has been commissioned to build a Whale Boat and



will be offering internships for our students and teachers on this amazing



project.

V.
ITEMS FOR APPROVAL OR EARLY CONSIDERATION
A. Approval of Minutes

Motion by Mr. McGee, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve the regular minutes dated September 4, 2012. Unanimous, Yes.

B.
Business



1.
1st Reading Policy JLC Student Health Services and Requirements

Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Ms. Schultz to waive the first reading on Policy JLC.  Unanimous, Yes.



Ms. Hanshaw proposed to switch the first and second paragraphs.

Motion by Ms. Hanshaw, seconded by Ms. Schultz to approve Policy JLC Student Health Services and Requirements as amended.  Unanimous, Yes.



2.
Delegate to the MASC/MASS Conference

Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Ms. Schultz to nominate Mr. McGee as the School Committee’s Delegate to the MASC/MASS Joint Conference.  Unanimous, Yes.


Motion by Ms. Schultz, seconded by Ms. Hanshaw to nominate Ms. LaValley as the Alternate Delegate to the MASC/MASS Joint Conference.  Unanimous, Yes.



3.
Executive Session Minutes 



The Chair explained that there is a group of executive session minutes



that have been approved by school counsel for release.  The minutes 



are dated from 1/3/06 to 1/17/12.  There will be executive session minutes 



that are never released due to the nature of the contents of the minutes.



The new policy on executive session minutes requires that the Chair and 



the Superintendent will review all executive session minutes on a quarterly 


basis and those that can be released will be designated as such and voted 



for release at the following school committee meeting.


Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve the release of the executive
session minutes that have been designated by school counsel between 1/3/06 and 1/17/12 as releasable.  Unanimous, Yes.



4.
School Committee Goals 12-13



Mr. Hoyt thanked Dr. Robinson, Ms. LaValley and Ms. Schultz for




taking the time to put the School Committee goals into the SMART




form format.  The Chair read each goal aloud and told members
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to bring any proposed amendments to a future school committee




meeting for discussion.  The goals will be added to the website.


Motion by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Ms. Schultz to approve the School Committee

Goals for 12-13 as presented.  Unanimous, Yes.



5.
Electronic School Committee Packets



Committee members discussed the possibility of moving one



step further in the distribution of the meeting packets to the




members.  Some of the members brought their own electronic




devices to use during the meeting and would no longer need




a hard copy of the meeting packet.  The consensus for the




immediate future would be that members receive electronic




packets and will let the school committee secretary know if they




needed a full paper packet or just parts of the items that are




not available in electronic format.  Student Advisory




Council Representative, Jonah Einson, will find out if the




AHS Newspaper can be sent electronically.  The item will



be discussed again at a future meeting.
C.
WARRANT









Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Ms. Schultz, to approve the warrant dated,
September 20, 2012 in the amount of $310,068.02.  Vote: 6, Yes, 1 Abstain (LaValley).
VI.
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

A.
Subcommittee Reports


1.
Budget/Finance Subcommittee – Ms. LaValley




Budget/Finance has not met since the last report.


2.
Policy Subcommittee – Ms. Hanshaw
This subcommittee continues to work on updating policies. Their next 
meeting is 9/27/12.


3.
Personnel Subcommittee – Stanley Schwartz
Mr. Schwartz thanked Mr. Hoyt for his efforts throughout the year.  Now
that he has a relative who works for the school department, Mr. Hoyt

can no longer serve on this subcommittee.  The negotiations are

continuing on the evaluation process but they are nearing a resolution.

He thanked Dr. Robinson and Mr. McGee for their participation in 

this effort.

B.
Communications

1.
Student Advisory Council – Jonah Einson



Jonah said that SAC spoke with Mr. Gearin about why sports are




exempt from the fund raising lottery.  SAC would like to redesign




how their meetings are run.  They would like to choose one or
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two exciting events to sponsor.  One idea is a quiz show competition




team on WBZ.  Two freshmen have applied to be on SAC but they



need another 9th grader.  Ms. LaValley suggested that Jonah contact




the City Clerk’s office and speak with Bonnijo Kitchen about helping




with the November 6th general election.




The committee shared their reactions to Amesbury’s highlights on the




television show, Chronicle.  Mr. Hoyt said that the staff involved with



the show were amazing.




Mr. Hoyt asked if CES teachers could be invited to come to a future



meeting and share their successes in implementing a pilot iPad program.
VII.
FUTURE MEETINGS AND AGENDA ITEMS

1.
MASC/MASS Resolutions (10/18/12)


2.
MASC/MASS Conference (11/7, 8, 9/12)

3.
Amesbury Academy Presentation (10/18/12)

4.
School Improvement Plans Elementary (11/5/12)

5.
School Improvement Plans Secondary (11/20/12)


6.
Superintendent’s Award (11/20/12)
VIII.
PRESS CONFERENCE
 None.

IX.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

None.

Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Ms. Schultz to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  Unanimous, Yes.





Respectfully Submitted,






Tom McGee, Secretary
Amesbury Public Schools Mission Statement

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
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