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AMESBURY SCHOOL COMMITTEE

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES                                
AMESBURY HIGH SCHOOL

July 24, 2012
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Present at 7:00 p.m. were Thatcher Kezer, Chair, Debra LaValley, Stanley Schwartz, Bonnie Schultz, Gale Hanshaw, Tom McGee, Peter Hoyt, and Michele S. Robinson, Superintendent of Schools.  

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Ms. LaValley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
II.
COMMENTS BY VISITORS, DELEGATIONS

None.
III.
PRESENTATIONS

A.
Amesbury Youth Recreation Programs – Kathy Crowley
Due to technical difficulties, Ms. Crowley’s presentation was put on hold for a brief

period of time.  Dr. Robinson, Superintendent, gave the Superintendent’s Report.  Ms. Crowley’s report resumed following the Superintendent’s report below.


B.
Superintendent’s Report


Dr. Robinson reported that summer is a very busy time for the Central



Office.  Preparations for the start of school are underway.  The new



teacher induction program runs for three days before the veteran



teachers begin their school year on August 28, 2012.  There are some



transition plans and some moving of offices around to make the Central



Office functions flow better in a new layout.



The Superintendent’s office hours are posted on the school website.



School personnel are working 10 hour days and we are closed on Fridays.



Technical issues were resolved so the meeting returned to the Amesbury



Youth Recreation Programs PowerPoint presentation as planned.



Ms. Crowley gave a PowerPoint presentation on the many programs


that she oversees as the Youth Recreation Director.  She oversees the



After School Programs, Summer Recreation Programs, Theater Arts


Programs, Lake Gardner Beach and Lifeguards, Fall and Spring Tennis



as well as Camp Kent.  Each of these programs offers many choices



for students.  Kathy started the after school program in 1999.  


Over the years it has grown to be so much more than just an



after school program.  She communicates with teachers in an effort



to help any child who may be experiencing academic difficulties.



They encourage children who participate in the program to read as



well as to get physically active.  Kathy oversees 63 seasonal part-time


employees and over 48 summer counselors in training.
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Mr. Schwartz asked if Amesbury gets any money from the state for



child care.  Kathy explained that Amesbury’s income is level is too



high to qualify for funds.  The programs are closed on snow days,



however, they are open during February and April vacation weeks



and they are open on PRT days.  It was made clear that tax payers



are not paying for the program.  The people who are using the program


pay for the program.  Kathy encouraged people to go take a look at



Camp Kent, it is a great place for activities.

IV.
 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

  A.
Business Administrator’s Report



Mr. Bergeron reported that he is finalizing FY12 and starting FY13.



He believes that the school department will finish the year in the



positive.  There are some bids that need to be done before the end



of next June.  He spoke with the finance/budget subcommittee



about what is needed.  There was also discussion regarding the



Amesbury Middle School condensation tank that must be replaced



before the weather gets cold.  Ms. LaValley will explain more


during the budget/finance subcommittee report.
V.
ITEMS FOR APPROVAL OR EARLY CONSIDERATION
A. Approval of Minutes

Motion by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve the regular minutes dated June 18, 2012. Yes, 6, Abstain, 1 (Kezer).

Mr. Schultz recommended a change in the start of the 6/21/12 meeting.  The minutes said 


7:00 p.m. but the meeting began at 5:00 p.m.


Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mr. McGee to approve the regular minutes dated June 21, 2012, as amended. Yes, 6, Abstain, 1 (Schultz).


B.
Business



1.
1st Reading Policy INB Teaching About Controversial




Issues/Controversial Speakers




There were several members with questions.  The language




added to this policy was taken from the “opt out” policy




with regard to parents not wanting their children to learn




about sex education at school.  Mr. Schwartz asked if this




referred to political issues and is the word “advocacy”




the correct word to use in #2.  He also stated that




the language in #3 may make #2 unnecessary.




Mr. Hoyt said that he disagreed with that point.  He said




that perhaps #5 should have some additional language




with broader terms; speakers, media of any source, etc.




Mr. McGee said that this policy would mean that there




would be a lot of permission slips sent home.




Dr. Robinson said that teachers can send home a list of
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topics that will be discussed during the course which 




should be sufficient for parents to decide if it is necessary 



for the parent to write a letter.



2.
Changes to 12-13 School Calendar




Dr. Robinson explained the request for two date changes on the



12-13 School Calendar.  The current October 31st is designated as a




Professional Release Time day, teachers and principals have asked 



that it be moved to October 24th.  The high school has requested that the




school committee moved their June 4, 2013 school committee meeting to 



Monday, June 3, 2013.  That is senior week and due to a tight schedule, 



Baccalaureate must be held on Tuesday evening. 

Motion by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Ms. LaValley to approve the changes to the 

12-13 School Calendar.  Unanimous, Yes.

C.
WARRANT









Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Ms. Hanshaw, to approve the warrant dated,
June 28, 2012 in the amount of $359,677.51.  Unanimous, Yes. 
Motion by Ms. Schultz, seconded by Ms. LaValley, to approve the warrant dated,
June 30, 2012 in the amount of $70,267.42.  Unanimous, Yes. 

Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Ms. Hanshaw, to approve the warrant dated,
July 12, 2012 in the amount of $51,319.95.  Unanimous, Yes. 

Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Ms. Schultz, to approve the warrant dated,
July 26, 2012 in the amount of $256,862.84.  Unanimous, Yes. 

VI.
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

A.
Subcommittee Reports


1.
Budget/Finance Subcommittee – Ms. LaValley




Ms. LaValley repeated Mr. Bergeron’s report



that the condensation tank at AMS must be replaced




before the heat needs to be turned on in that school.


Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mr. Schwartz to request that the Mayor

go before the City Council to request that the City pay $50,000 for the replacement of the

condensation tank at the middle school as a capital improvement.  Unanimous, Yes.

Ms. LaValley also stated that the committee needed to accept

two donations of $2000 each from the Newburyport Five Cent

Savings Bank and the Institution for Savings.


Motion by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to accept two $2,000 donations to the
Windrush Farm Program.  Unanimous, Yes.
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2.
Policy Subcommittee
 - Gale Hanshaw
This subcommittee met on July 18th.  They worked on policies
highlighted by MASC that need to have “gender identity” added.

There is also a mandated update to Emergency Plans that must

be in effect by September 1, 2012.



3.
Personnel Subcommittee – Stanley Schwartz
Mr. Schwartz reported on the Personnel Subcommittee
Meeting of the Whole.  The updated Personnel Report was reviewed.

Salary ranges were set for the Business Administrator and Director

of Assessment and Accountability positions.

B.
Communications

1.
Student Advisory Council – Jonah Einson



(Not present)



Ms. LaValley commended the City of Amesbury for a job well




during Amesbury Days.




Ms. Hoyt announced that there is an essay contest for students at every




grade level.  Students have to write about “What July 4th 




means to me”.  The deadline for submission is mid-August




at the library.  There will be three $100 awards given.




Ms. LaValley asked the Mayor about the process for changing




Amesbury’s seal from town to city as well as the flag.  The




Mayor said that it would be up to the legislative body to update




the seal and the flag.  There is no timeline on this, something




will be submitted to the City Council.




Mayor Kezer announced that there is a Condolence Book in




town hall for people to sign which will be sent to Aurora,




Colorado.  The citizens of Aurora are in mourning and still



in shock from the shooting that took place in a movie theater.




This book will be sent to the Mayor of Aurora to express




Amesbury’s sympathy for the pain and suffering following



this horrible event.




Mr. Schwartz wanted to know if the goals session could be moved




from August 9th because he will not be in Amesbury on that day.




After discussion, the goals session was moved to August 16th.




The School Committee secretary will make sure the date is open at




the venue that is scheduled.
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VII.
FUTURE MEETINGS AND AGENDA ITEMS

1.
Nurse Leader End of Year Health Report (9/12)


2.
Superintendent of  Essex Aggie Presentation (9/18/12)
VIII.
PRESS CONFERENCE
 None.

IX.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

None.

Motion by Ms. Schultz, seconded by Mr. Schwartz to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.  Unanimous, Yes.





Respectfully Submitted,


Tom McGee, Secretary
Amesbury Public Schools Mission Statement

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
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