AMESBURY SCHOOL COMMITTEE

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES                                
AMESBURY HIGH SCHOOL

June 9, 2014

[image: image2.bmp]
Present at 7:00 p.m. were Mayor Ken Gray, Chair, Debra LaValley, 
Tom McGee, Bonnie Schultz, Peter Hoyt, Charlotte Hyde, SAC Representative, 
Michele S. Robinson, Superintendent of Schools. 
Absent were Christian Scorzoni and Stan Swartz

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. Bonnie Schultz led the Committee in 
the Pledge of Allegiance and read the School Committee Mission Statement.
The Mission reads as follows:

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
II.
COMMENTS BY VISITORS, DELGATIONS
Mayor Gray reminded the visitors about the rules of public comment. (3 minutes per person and not to exceed 20 minutes).
There was only 1 public comment. The comment was from a parent speaking on the issue of the PARCC testing and how Peabody already rejected it. The concern is that this testing is a money making issue with the Pearson Company.  He urges the committee to look into all avenues before making a final decision.
III.
PRESENTATIONS


A.
School Resource Officers



Officer Craig LeSage



Officer Larry Bybee
Ms. Farrell spoke about how the Resource Officers were coming to the Amesbury Public Schools because of a Grant received in conjunction with the Amesbury Police Department.  She explained that a committee was formed (staff, police, administrators and school committee member) to interview the candidates.  The interview took place on March 26, 2014.  She then introduced Chief Kevin Ouellette to speak and introduce the 2 officers that were selected.
Chief Ouellette introduced Officer LeSage and Officer Bybee to the committee.  He spoke about how both these officers have already been visible in the school, especially the Middle School and High School during this last month of school.  They have also had some training in SRO and will continue more training for 1 week in July.
Both officers spoke about how they are pleased to have been selected for the new position and looking forward to being part of the school community.  They stated that they will be starting off the school year dressed in uniform, but will dress down after a few weeks when students have seen them.

Mr. Hoyt congratulated both of them and acknowledged that they too were AHS graduated!

Ms. LaValley ask the officers how they felt about the new position and what their schedule would be.  Also, with the APS already having an attendance officer how will this all work?  Officer Bybee stated that they will be working 4 days on and 4 days off with one day of overlap.  They will also be attending events and sporting events.   As for the attendance officer, they will be working closely with him in helping the families, DCF and the principals.
Mr. Hamond spoke about how happy he and the principals were in having the help. He stated that they have already reached out and helped kids to go the right path and fitting into the culture of the schools.


B.
Summer Reading Lists



Maureen Hardin – Middle School



Steve Bastien – High School

Maureen Hardin spoke regarding the middle school reading lists.  These lists are compiled throughout May and June and shared with the Amesbury Public Library. Each grade level has different level book suggestions and in September they will be asked to have a book discussion; games for best summer reading; assessments; write 5 paragraphs of the book that you enjoyed the best, depending on the child’s grade level.
Mrs. Schultz thanked Ms. Hardin for the list and stated that she looks forward to seeing the list so that she and her family can enjoy these great books.

Mr. Hoyt commented on how this activity strengthens the home/school and public school partnership.

Ms. LaValley stated that the lists stay up on the web site all year long.  She also commented on the great titles.

Mr. Hamond spoke on the high school reading lists replacing Mr. Bastien who had a prior commitment.  The high school list is comprised of faculty favorites. The AP classes have certain and list and so does the honors classes.  The students are asked to pick a book of interest for their summer reading.  Then on September 5th, the students will be meeting with that faculty member to have a discussion regarding the book that they chose.  There are 26 staff members with 18 books to choose from.  Mr. Hamond stated that the student will have to make their selection before this school year ends so that they can organize the group discussion.  This assessment that they will be doing on their return to school will count as a test score.
Mr. Hoyt commented that there are challenging pieces on the list, Hats off!

Ms. LaValley echoed the great titles that were picked and looking forward to reading some herself.

C.
Walker Report
Mr. Pierce introduced Mr. McCartell as the consultant that was hired to look at the special education department.  Mr. McCartell thanked the administration for all of their help while in their schools.  He presented the committee with a power point presentation of his findings and recommendations to the Amesbury Public Schools.  The presentation included his mythology, looking at IEP’s, site visits at the schools and 27 individual interviews with staff.  He commented on the dedicated staff members, great programs and letting the parents know what programs are offered to the students.  Some of his findings were, placement procedures, proper program populations, current job descriptions, proper identifying students and assuming clear duties/roles.

Mr. McCartell’s recommendations were: instructional support teams, co-teaching, training for para-professionals, administrations data collection, making sure staff is meeting the needs of each child, annual program review, clear administration roles, BCBA staff, to name a few.

There were a few questions from the committee and they are looking forward to reading the full report from Mr. McCartell.
Mr. McCartell concluded that the plan is a 3-5 year plan with realistic recommendations that he feels the district can role it out.
IV.
ADMINISTRATIVE  REPORTS

  A.
Director of Student Services
· Mr. Pierce recapped Mr. McArdel report.
· Regarding the summer school, the dates and times have been established and will begin 2 weeks after the conclusion of school.  They are in the process of hiring staff to fill the open positions.

· Anticipating openings; 1 Special Education Teacher in each building and an BCBA position.
· Regarding the DOE – mid cycle with a due date of next year. They will be looking at the non-compliant issues in the fall.  Next year will be collecting data for the Pre-K entrance and benchmark end of year. A survey for past graduates will be going out next spring.

· Working on closing out this current school year with IEP meetings.

Ms. LaValley commented that the posting will be internal for 5 days and then posted on School Spring.

B.  Assistant Superintendent’s Report
· Ms. Farrell stated that the third meeting of the Special Education Working Committee that is put together by Senator Katie O’Connor-Ives will be June 18th at 6:00 PM at North Andover High School.
· Ms. Farrell met with Bill Scott regarding the Green Community Grant and will be focusing on the Middle School.
· Ms. Farrell and Mr. Hoyt met with the police department on Wednesday regarding the SRO that were chosen.  She went on to say that there were 6 candidates that were interviewed
Ms. Schultz reminded Ms. Farrell of the warrant that needed to be signed.
C.
Superintendent’s Report
Dr. Robinson spoke regarding the following items:
· SRO and how impressed she was about the work that was already done.

· Attended the speech given by Chris Herren??? (former Celtic player) and his drug addictions.  Very empowering.  He spoke to the high school students, Academy, 8th graders and students from the Sparhawk School.  The fee was paid for by a health Care Grant.
· Met with Mr. Hoyt about the student handbooks, looking at the language and policies.

· 2 positions will be reinstated that were cut in the budget with the additional monies received. (High School Foreign Language Teacher and Technology Engineering Teacher at the Middle School

· Anticipated open positions, Special Education positions at each school starting the process now.

· Congratulations to Mark Casto the recipient of the Rotary Teacher of the Year.

· Rotary Annual Duck Race will be June 29th at 4:00PM.  The proceeds are marked for the schools.

· Graduation was last Friday. It was amazing – congratulations to all graduates.

· Need to set the summer meeting dates after this meeting.

Mrs. Schultz acknowledged the high school softball team and their winnings. Asked to send a letter of recognition to the team.
Ms. LaValley echoed Dr. Robinson’s comments on the graduation.  It was a nice night with wonderful speeches and recognized Dr. Robinsons and Mr. Bastien’s speeches.

Mr. Hoyt commented on his attendance of the Amesbury Elementary School  Immigration Night this week.  It was done by the fourth grade class and was amazing.  Congratulations to teachers and students.

Mrs. Schultz would like more information on the plan in place regarding the PARCC testing.  Dr. Robinson stated that as she gets information from the state, she looks at the leadership team for discussion on that issue.  The information is very slow in coming.  There are two due dates, June 30th for early consideration (APS not considering that option) and final date is in October.  She stated that the School Committee will be voting as a committee for the final decision.

V.
COMMUNICATION
Charlotte Hyde, filling in for Jill Hadwen, reported that a meeting date of 

June 16th is set to meet with the 8th grade students to discuss the clubs that are offered at the high school.
VI.
ITEMS FOR APPROVAL OR EARLY CONSIDERATION
A. 1.
June 2, 2014 Minutes

Motion by Mr. McGee, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve the regular minutes dated 
June 2, 2014.   Vote: Unanimous, Yes.

    2.    Student Handbooks


Mr. Hoyt gave the committee the following information of the handbooks.
· AHS – the Student Advisory Council needs to work on the book more

· AMS – Mr. Curry provided a handout on the changes that are being worked on.  i.e. dates, study halls, section B, section N

· AES & CES – need to change dates and the greeting letter – will be pulling out the list of teachers and grade levels.  This information is on the web site.

Mrs. Schultz asked Dr. Robinson about the 2 year calendar.  Dr. Robinson explained that this calendar will begin 2015-2016 school year.  The committee will be voting on that calendar.

B.
Warrant
Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Mr. McGee to accept the Warrant dated June 12, 2014 in the amount of $253,118.74. Vote: Unanimous, Yes.






VII.
  INFORMATION ITEMS
A. 
Subcommittee Reports

1. Finance/Budget Subcommittee – Stanley Schwartz
Will be meeting in July.
2. Policy Subcommittee – Bonnie Schultz
Have not met

3. Personnel Subcommittee – Thomas McGee
Mr. McGee indicated that the committee met prior to this meeting on end of year and staffing and reductions
VIII..
FUTURE MEETINGS AND AGENDA ITEMS

The Chair read the future meeting and agenda items aloud.

1. Academy Presentation and MOU (8/14)
2. Visit with State Representative and State Senator (8/14)
3. Bill Scott – Town Energy Plan (8/14)

4. Discussion – Educator and Employ Evaluation (7/14)
IX.
PRESS CONFERENCE
  None
X.
EXECUTIVE SESSION


None
Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mrs. Schultz to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 

Vote: Unanimous, Yes.








Respectfully Submitted,


Tom McGee, Secretary
Amesbury Public Schools Mission Statement

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
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