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AMESBURY SCHOOL COMMITTEE
SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES                                
OCTOBER 29, 2013
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Present at 7:00 p.m. were Thatcher Kezer, Chair, Debra LaValley, Stanley Schwartz, Bonnie Schultz, Gale Hanshaw, Tom McGee, Peter Hoyt, Michele Robinson, Superintendent and Liam Gallagher, Student Representative.
I.
CALL TO ORDER 

The Chair called the School Committee meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance

was led by Liam Gallagher, Student Representative.  

II.
COMMENTS BY VISITORS, DELEGATIONS

None.

III.
PRESENTATIONS

A.
Boosters Club


President of the Boosters Club, Emily Cullen, was present to


update the School Committee about their organization, i.e.,



meeting days and times, attendance at meetings, items that the 


club has purchased and donated to the school sports program.



The Boosters donated approximately $5,000 worth of equipment



last year.  Every year they provide the Senior carnations, sweatshirts,



varsity letters, blankets and banquet supplies.



Ms. Cullen’s presentation ended with a question and answer



session.  Committee members thanked Ms. Cullen for her 


past, current and future service to the students and parents



of the Amesbury Public Schools.


B.
Girls Hockey 



Athletic Director, Glen Gearin was present seeking approval



from the School Committee to allow Amesbury students to


participate in girls’ ice hockey co-op with Masconomet.  



Both Athletic Directors believe that Amesbury girls would be



a good fit with the Masconomet program.


Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mr. Schwartz to take Business Item #1
out of order for a vote.  Unanimous, Yes.


Motion by Ms. Debra LaValley, seconded by Ms. Hanshaw to approve the 

agreement so that some of our students will get to play their sport.  Unanimous, Yes.



Ms. LaValley requested that Mr. Gearin come back to the Committee and



keep them updated as to how well the program is going.


C.
Special Education Facilitators


Kevin Pierce, Director of Student Services, introduced the four Special


Education Facilitators:  Alison Rihani, AHS; Lori Klucznik, AMS;



Joni Reynolds, CES; and Kevin St. Onge, AES.  Each Facilitator
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gave an overview of their job duties as well as how many students


they serve at each school.  When asked by a Committee member on



their opinion of the model of having a Facilitator in each school,



they all responded positively about having a student services


coordinator to schedule the meetings, write IEP’s, keep the paper-



work as well as field any calls that come in from parents and they



know the students in their buildings.  Another benefit is that the



special education teachers have more time to teach and to prep.

IV.
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

A.
Director of  Student Services


Kevin Pierce, Director of Student Services, complimented the



Special Education Facilitators and expressed his support of the model.



They are continuing to try to fill the position of Board Certified



Behavior Analyst (BCBA).


B.
Superintendent



Dr. Robinson spoke about the PARCC field test and what it means


in connection with the MCAS testing.  Tenth graders will only take the 



MCAS due to the graduation requirement.  


The Superintendent has submitted a letter in support of the Green Communities



designation for Amesbury.  Work on the education evaluation model continues 



for year two.


At the Amesbury Educational Foundation, Inc. (AEFI’S) Autumn of Giving 



at which time they awarded the $10,000 Jordan M. Shay grant to Ernie



Bissaillon and Kristen Comeau-Dore along with a team of teachers and a 


$5,000 award to Leslie Barnaby at the Cashman School.



The Fireball Run video was presented on Monday night.  Because of the



tremendous support of our community, faculty and students, Amesbury has been 


identified as the finish line for the Fireball Run in 2015.  Monday night’s video is 



currently on YouTube for viewing.
V.
Communications

The Student Advisory Council has not met since the last School Committee meeting.


Student Advisory Representative, Liam Gallagher, expressed his pleasure that volunteers

are in the AHS library now and he can use the library early in the morning before class.


Ms. LaValley reminded everyone that there is a fundraiser to benefit Pettengill House


to be held at The Blue Ocean on Salisbury Beach on Friday night.


Mr. Hoyt serves on the Board of Directors of the Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center and informed the 
committee that  a meeting was held that was attended by Attorney General Martha Coakley, 
District Attorney Jonathan Blodgett, Congressman Michael Costello, Senator Kathleen 
O’Connor-Ives, Mayor Kezer, Bob DeLeo and all Amesbury’s City officials. All dignitaries 
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were there to speak against domestic violence.  He wanted the School Committee


to think toward the FY15 budget season and the School Resource Officer grant that the


City has been awarded and how important it is that the funds be available to match the


grant.  The schools deal with the impact of domestic violence every day in many different


ways.  He read in the paper a comment made by one of Amesbury Public Schools’ long-time


teachers, Ms. Barb Leary.  She stated that we have fewer administrators in the school system


than we had in 1969.


Mr. Schwartz spoke about the statistics on at what age domestic violence begins to show


on children who live in such a home.  The Resource Officers will be working with the

the students and supporting the families.  Mayor Kezer explained thoroughly how the

Resource Officer Program based on the grant will be put into place.  There will continue

to be significant collaboration between the police department and the school department.


Mr. McGee handed out an amendment to the MASC/MASS Resolution #2.  He read


the rationale to the full committee.  The amendment was discussed and changes


suggested.


Motion my Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Ms. LaValley to propose the amendment to Resolution #2 as amended.  Unanimous, Yes, Student Rep, Yes.


Ms. LaValley spoke about an article printed in The Daily News regarding MCAS 


scores for Amesbury students.  Mr. Hoyt said that the article in the paper did a disservice 

to our students because our students actually performed quite well.  Ms. LaValley distributed 

an OP ED article that will explain the MCAS scores of Amesbury students more accurately.


Members discussed the OP ED Article at great length and discussed changes and updates.


Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Ms. Schultz to suspend the rules to vote after

9:00 p.m.  Unanimous, Yes.


Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to accept the OP ED Article as amended.

Unanimous, Yes, Student Rep., Yes.

VI.
Items for Approval or Early Consideration

A.
October 15, 2013 Minutes

Motion by Ms. Schultz, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve the minutes of the School Committee of October 15, 2013.  Vote: 6, Yes; 1 Abstain (LaValley), Student Rep., Yes.


B.
Business


1.
2nd Reading Policy JFAA Residency

Motion by Ms. Hanshaw, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve policy JFAA Residency on the 2nd Reading.  Unanimous, Yes., Student Rep., Yes.
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2nd Reading Policy JFAB Admission of Non-Resident Students


Motion by Ms. Hanshaw, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve policy JFAB Admission of Non-Resident Students on the 2nd Reading.  Unanimous, Yes. Student Rep., Yes.

C.
Warrant

Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Mr. McGee to accept the Warrant dated October 31, 2013 in the amount of $366,495.80  Unanimous, Yes.
VII.
Informational Items

1.
Finance/Budget Subcommittee



Mr. Schwartz reported that there was discussion on FY14 MUNIS budget.


Ms. Farrell suggested changes and that it is a work in progress.

2.
Policy Subcommittee



Ms. Hanshaw stated that the subcommittee has scheduled a meeting on 


November 19th.  Ms. Schultz said there will be discussion on a policy


regarding accepting donations.


3.
Personnel



Mr. McGee reported that the subcommittee will meet prior to the next


School Committee meeting on November 19th.

VIII.
Future Meetings and Agenda Items


1.
Academy MOU (11/13)



2.
MASC/MASS Conference (11/6, 7, 8, 9/13)



3.
Change School Committee Meeting Day 



beginning July 1, 2014 for the 14-15 School Year (11/19/13)


5.
Superintendent’s Award (11/19/13)



6.
Principal’s Award (11/19/13)



7.
PTA President (11/19/13)

Mr. Schwartz asked to add an update on transportation.

 
Motion by Ms. Schultz, seconded by Liam Gallagher to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m.,
Unanimous, Yes.






Respectfully Submitted,






Tom McGee, Secretary
Amesbury Public Schools Mission Statement

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
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