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AMESBURY SCHOOL COMMITTEE
SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES                                
OCTOBER 15, 2013
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Present at 7:00 p.m. were Thatcher Kezer, Chair, Bonnie Schultz, Gale Hanshaw, Tom McGee, 
Peter Hoyt, Michele Robinson, Superintendent and Liam Gallagher, Student Representative.
I.
CALL TO ORDER 

The Chair called the School Committee meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance

was led by Mr. Hoyt.  

II.
COMMENTS BY VISITORS, DELEGATIONS

None.

III.
PRESENTATIONS

A.
DISTRICT-WIDE TECHNOLOGY OVERVIEW


Ms. Farrell gave a PowerPoint presentation which included an overall


look at the Amesbury Public School District’s current technology



status.  This included wireless networking, physical network,


infrastructure and equipment used in classrooms.  She also



outlined future technology needs with regard to teaching and



learning.

IV.
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

A.
Director of Assessment and Accountability


Ms. Griffin, Director of 2013 MCAS District Data Analysis.



She showed an overview of the success of all grades and subjects



on the MCAS scores.  Amesbury scored higher than the 


Commonwealth scores.


B.
Assistant Superintendent


Ms. Farrell informed the School Committee that the bus pass


process was going well and ridership is more organized at this


point.  A meeting of members of the buildings and grounds



committee took place.  They talked about preventative maintenance



such as doing an “each season” checklist which would include



clearing roof drains, etc.  This is information that the city insurance



company needs to know.  We are participating in a Green Community



grant application process.  This grant will help find ways to


increase efficiencies in energy consumption and in the use of total



square foot usage.  There will be another Safety Meeting where the



members will talk about an alternative to a “lock down” and a 



“shelter in place” in case of an emergency.  It is called “ALICE”.



This week is Nation School Lunch Week.  Mayor Kezer and 


Superintendent Robinson will be cooking at the high school on



Thursday at lunchtime.
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C.
Superintendent



Dr. Robinson shared the names of all of the students who qualified



to receive the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship due to their



MCAS scores:



Pandora Baily-Gould

Courtney Borkowski

Megan Borkowski



Emily Chamberlain

Reina Cracknell

Zoe Cummings



Alexandria Debasitis

Siobhan Dolan


Joshua Eby



Liam Gallagher

Aspen Gibbas


Evan Grissino



Patrick Halloran

Deanna Harlow

Rhiannon Jeselonis



Brock Johnson


Maureen Kelly

Jason Kenney



Olivia King


Justin Krebs


Dean Legg



Jacob Martin


Ryan Martin


Alexa Mellon



Valerie Meskie

Ryan Mirley


Kayla Murphy



Jacob Myer


Logan Piercey


Nicholas Pratt



Hailee Price


Emily Pugh


Richard Reidy



Spencer Ross-Evans

Emily Sample


Amanda Schell



Madeline Severance

Sarah Smith


Ariel Tarr


Austen Wigglesworth

Jessie Wood



She sent congratulations to all of the students.


Teachers and administrators are creating a pilot plan on District Determined Measures



that was submitted to the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.



Work is also being done with the technology staff so that Amesbury can be part of



the PARCC field testing.



The Amesbury Educational Foundation will be holding their Autumn Evening



of Giving on October 21st.  At this event AEFI will announce the recipients of



grants that have been applied for to do projects that will benefit students in the



district.


V.
Communications

Student Advisory Representative, Liam Gallagher, said that SAC met and discussed

the need for 100% wireless access.  He also spoke about membership in SAC.


Mr. McGee spoke as the committee’s delegate to the MASC/MASS conference.  The

committee may wish to sponsor an amendment that is being prepared to be submitted.


He will have more information at a future meeting.

VI.
Items for Approval or Early Consideration

A.
October 1, 2013 Minutes

Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Liam Gallagher to approve the minutes of the

October 1, 2013 meeting of the School Committee. Unanimous, Yes.
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B.
Business


1.
1st Reading Policy JFAA Residency



1st Reading Policy JFAB Admission of Non-Resident Students



Ms. Hanshaw gave an overview of the two policy’s updates.  They



will be on the next agenda for a second reading.


C.
Warrants


Motion by Ms. Schultz, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to approve the warrant dated 10/17/13 in the amount of $409,986.66.  Unanimous, Yes.
VII.
Informational Items

1.
Finance/Budget Subcommittee



Mr. Hoyt stated that there was no report.

2.
Policy Subcommittee



Ms. Hanshaw stated that the subcommittee met on October 10th and


have scheduled a meeting for November 19th.


3.
Personnel



Mr. McGee reported that the subcommittee had met prior to this meeting.


They discussed the personnel report and he has proposed a revision to the



layout and content of the report which will be discussed at a future meeting.

VIII.
Future Meetings and Agenda Items


1.
Academy MOU (10/13)



2.
MASC/MASS Conference (11/6, 7, 8, 9/13)



3.
Change School Committee Meeting Day 



Beginning July 1, 2014 for the 14-15 School Year (11/19/13)


4.
Special Education Facilitators (10/29)

Ms. Schultz asked if the parent groups could be invited to future meetings just


to let the School Committee know how they are doing.
 
Motion by Ms. Schultz, seconded by Mr. Hoyt to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.,
Unanimous, Yes.






Respectfully Submitted,






Tom McGee, Secretary
Amesbury Public Schools Mission Statement

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
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