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AMESBURY SCHOOL COMMITTEE

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES                                
TRANSPORTATION BUILDING
AUGUST 12, 2013
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Present at 6:00 p.m. were Thatcher Kezer, Chair, Debra LaValley, Stanley Schwartz, Bonnie Schultz, Gale Hanshaw, Tom McGee, Peter Hoyt and Michele S. Robinson, Superintendent of Schools. 
I.
Call To Order 

The Chair called the school committee meeting to order.  
II.
Items for Approval or Early Consideration

A.
Business

Motion by Ms. LaValley, seconded by Ms. Schultz to take Business Item #3

out of order.  Unanimous, Yes.



1.
Change Meeting Dates for September 17, 2013 and



November 5, 2013



Due to the Primary Election date of September 17th, the School



Committee discussed another date for their second meeting in




September.  Monday, September 23rd was chosen.  The Personnel




Subcommittee will meet at 6:00 p.m.




The Election on November 5th prevents the committee from their




regular meeting night.  They will hold their first meeting of the




month on Tuesday, October 29th.  The Budget/Finance Subcommittee




will meet prior to this school committee.




The meetings for the first half of the new school year are:




9/3/13, 9/23/13, 10/1/13, 10/15/13, 10/29/13, 11/19/13, 12/3/13




and 12/17/13.




Ms. LaValley suggested that the school committee consider 




moving their regular meetings from Tuesdays to Thursdays



starting in 2015.



2.
Superintendent’s Goals and Evaluation Tool



Dr. Robinson discussed with the committee the draft of her




goals along with key action steps and benchmarks.  She




said that Kevin Pierce, Director of Student Services will




report monthly at school committee meetings.



Dr. Robinson said that the Director of Pettengill House,




Deb Smith, would like to create an in-house parent




resource center. 
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III.
Executive Session


Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Ms. LaValley to enter into executive session under
OML (Chapter 30A, Section 21 (a) to discuss a personnel agreement after such time as the school committee will reconvene in open session.  Role Call Vote: Kezer, Yes; LaValley, Yes; Schwartz, Yes; Scholtz, Yes; Hanshaw, Yes; McGee, Yes; Hoyt, Yes.


The School Committee reconvened in open session at 7:40 p.m.  Due to a prior commitment, the Chair turned over the balance of the meeting to the Vice Chair, Ms. LaValley.  Ms. LaValley called for a ten minute recess.


The School Committee reconvened at 7:50 p.m.  Dr. Robinson will meet with the Personnel

Subcommittee only at a special meeting of whole for Personnel to finalize the Superintendent’s goals
and the draft of the new evaluation model.

II.
Business (continued)


3.
FY 13-14 Goals Session




The committee discussed their FY13-14 goals and made



suggestions for changes to the FY12-13 goals.  Mr. McGee




created Goal 2 that was accepted by the school committee.




(See draft FY13-14 Goals)


Mr. McGee created an additional goal dealing with communication at all levels and on

many topics.  Ideas were discussed regarding the budget process.  Members said that they 

would like to get a “not to exceed” budget amount from the Mayor/City Council in February.  
Members talked about asking the City Council to appoint a School Committee Liaison to help 
increase communication throughout the year between the Council and the Committee.


A Goal 4 dealing with Student Services.  It was suggested that on September 3rd, the 


Budget/Finance Subcommittee will meet at 5:30 p.m., at 6:00 they will complete the 


draft of the goals and they will invite Kevin Pierce for a 6:30 meeting to discuss the


creation of Goal 4.


Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Ms. LaValley to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.,

Unanimous, Yes.
VII.
FUTURE MEETINGS AND AGENDA ITEMS



1.
Review Academy MOU (9/13)



2.
District-wide Technology Overview (9/13)



3.
GLEC Director, Kim Oliveira (9/13)



4.
Special Education Facilitators
 (10/13)



5.
ASPEN/X2 Full Utilization Update (9/13)


6.
So. Hampton School Board (9/13)
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VIII.
PRESS CONFERENCE
 None.

Motion by Mr. Hoyt, seconded by Ms. Schultz, to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m., Unanimous, Yes.






Respectfully Submitted,






Tom McGee, Secretary
Amesbury Public Schools Mission Statement

The Amesbury School District is unconditionally committed to every child, ensuring that all students experience success through the development of attitudes and skills necessary for lifelong learning by providing the highest quality staff, meaningful learning experiences, and a vitally involved community.
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